
SENATE 591

Senate, March 16, 1949.

The committee on Metropolitan Affairs, to whom was
referred so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate,
No. 1) as relates to authorizing the Metropolitan District
Commission to construct an embankment parkway in the
city of Boston from Soldiers’ Field near Cottage Farm
Bridge to Embankment Road including a traffic inter-
change at Charlesgate to provide access and egress to
and from Beacon Street, Commonwealth Avenue, and the
Fenway (page 24); the petition (accompanied by bill,
Senate, No. 12) of Edward W. Staves and Philip G.
Bowker that the Metropolitan District Commission be
authorized to construct a parkway along the Storrow
Memorial Embankment from Embankment Road near
Charles Street to Soldiers Field Road in Boston; and
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1728) of
Timothy J. Mclnerney that the Department of Public
Works be authorized to extend Embankment Road along
the Charles River as far as Cottage Farm Bridge, report
the accompanying Bill (Senate, No. 591).

For the committee,

PHILIP G. BOWKER.

[ Senator Lee dissents. ]
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act providing for the construction of a limited
ACCESS WAY ALONG THE SOUTHERLY SIDE OF THE
CHARLES RIVER FROM NASHUA STREET NEAR THE LEV-

ERETT STREET CIRCLE TO SOLDIERS FIELD ROAD IN

BOSTON INCLUDING THE CONSTRUCTION OF TRAFFIC

INTERCHANGES AT CHARLESGATE EAST AND WEST AND
CHARLES AND CAMBRIDGE STREETS AND AN UNDERPASS

AT LEVERETT AND NASHUA STREETS, BOSTON.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to immediately
3 relieve the congestion of traffic entering or leaving
4 the city of Boston, therefore, it is hereby declared to
5 be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
6 preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission,
2 hereinafter called the commission, is hereby author-
-3 ized and directed to lay out and construct a limited
4 access way for the purpose of and in accordance with
5 the provisions of chapter ninety-two of the General
6 Laws along the Charles river from Nashua street near
7 the Leverett street circle to a point on Soldiers Field
8 road near the Cottage Farm bridge. That portion of
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9 such way lying between Soldiers Field road and Em-
-10 bankment road shall be known as the James J. Stor-
-11 row Memorial Drive.

1 Section 2. The construction shall include a traffic
2 interchange in the vicinity of the circle at Charles and
3 Cambridge streets and modifications in the Longfellow
4 bridge and its approaches to extend from a point on
5 Cambridge street to a point on Main street in the
6 city of Cambridge.

1 Section 3. The construction shall include an un-
-2 derpass from Charles street to Nashua street, under
3 the circle at the Boston end of the Charles River dam.

1 Section 4. The commission is authorized to re-
-2 locate and/or reconstruct the Boston Marginal Con-
-3 duit where it interferes with the construction au-
-4 thorized by this act.

1 Section 5. The commission shall take by eminent
2 domain Back street from Embankment road to Sol-
-3 diers Field road and shall reconstruct and maintain
4 it as a service road.

1 Section 6. Existing buildings, memorials and
2 other structures that interfere with the construction
3 authorized by this act shall be relocated or rebuilt at
4 suitable locations on the Esplanade.

1 Section 7. For the purposes of this act, the com-
-2 mission may take in the name of the commonwealth,
3 in fee or otherwise, under chapter seventy-nine of the
4 General Laws, or may acquire by purchase, gift or
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5 otherwise, such public or private lands including parks
6 lands in the cities of Boston and Cambridge as may
7 be necessary and shall take in fee from the city of
8 Boston that area of land bounded by Longfellow
9 bridge, the Charles river, Leverett street and Charles

10 street known as the Charlesbank park and playground.

1 Section 8. Where the construction authorized by
2 this act results in the reduction of areas now used for
3 recreational purposes, additional land of substantially
4 equivalent area shall be made by filling in the river.
5 Swimming pools shall be constructed at the lagoon
6 and on the Charlesbank and after construction the
7 Charlesbank shall be maintained as a park and play-
-8 ground by the metropolitan district commission.

1 Section 9. Such assessments under the better-
-2 ments statute as the commission may deem necessary
3 shall be levied against the abutters for the improve-
-4 ment of Back street.

1 Section 10. The roadway shall consist of two
2 lanes, each twenty-four feet in width, separated by a
3 suitable dividing strip.

1 Section 11. Suitable pedestrian overpasses shall
2 be constructed at strategic locations to be deter-
-3 mined by the commission.

1 Section 12. In connection with the work above
2 authorized the commission may do such work as it
3 may deem necessary or desirable, including fillings,
4 sea walls, beaches, sloping banks, shore protection,
5 loaming, planting, surface drainage, walks, conduits,
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6 overflows, culverts and other work appertaining
7 thereto.

1 Section 13. For the purposes of this act, the com-
-2 mission may expend such sums as may hereafter be
3 appropriated from the sums made available.








