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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
In accordance with the provisions of chapter 347 of the Acts 

of the year 1890, under which the Free Public Library Com­
mission was organized, the commission herewith presents its 
fourteenth report, covering the calendar year 1903.

T h e  Commission.
The Hon. Henry S. Xourse was reappointed for the full term 

of five years, but died November 14, and Mr. Heloraine P. 
Corey of Malden has been appointed his successor.

Cjcnrn S te im ta n  N cu trsc .
Born A p r il  9, 1831, L an c aste r  ; d ied  N ov . 14, 1903, L an c as te r .

M ember  of Commission, 1890-1903.

Born of the fine fibre of native Hew England parentage; 
nurtured amid scenes glowing with the romance of history ; 
graduated from Harvard half a century ago, with eminent men 
for his classmates; teacher of the classics in one of the most 
famous of American preparatory schools; a true soldier on 
many battlefields, who marched with Sherman to the sea; 
constructive engineer of many important works; pure, high- 
minded legislator for his town in the House and his district in 
the Senate : faithful historian by nature and instinct, with con­
genial honors from associates' in the great historical societies 
of the Commonwealth; loving husbandman of the records of 
his native town and its people. Enriched with experience in 
these and other paths of private trust and civic honor, he 
came willingly and heartily to the service of this commission. 
Appointed one of its original members in 1890, he ivas twice
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reappointed, and the closing hours of his life found him active 
in the work he loved. The commission has held more than a 
hundred and fifty meetings, and, though further removed by 
time and distance than any of his associates, his seat was vacated 
for the first time by death. His cheerful readiness to devote his 
time and ability to its interests — notably in the preparation 
of its historical ninth report — has produced more lasting results 
than the work of any other member. He had the highest ideal 
of the public library as the fountain of popular intelligence 
and the treasure house of local history. Wise, discreet, pro­
gressive, his mature thought and his loving interest were mod- 
estly, unselfishly and with tireless industry given to the cause 
this commission was established to promote, tie was not born 
for himself alone, but to be of service to his fellowman.

Independent and vigorous in the expression of his own 
opinions, he always had that considerate regard for the opinions 
ot others that endeared him in an unusual degree to all his 
associates. Tender, genial, helpful, he fulfilled the oriental 
idea of a friend, — one who renders assistance, who is faithful 
in prosperity and adversity, who gives judicious advice and 
shows kindness of feeling.

Those who survive in the afterglow of his life are rich in its 
memories and in the stimulus of his devoted enthusiasm.

The town of Lakeville has been supplied with $100 worth of 
books under the provisions of chapter 347 of the Acts of 1890, 
it having established a free public library.

The following towns have been supplied with a first install­
ment of books, under the provisions of chapter 233 of the Acts 
of 1900 : —

The second installment, completing in each case the $100 
worth allowed bî  law, has been supplied to the following 
towns : —

Books su pplied  during  t h e  Y e a r .

Blandford,
Lakeville,

Prescott,
Mount Washington. — 4.
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Ashby, Erving, Rowe,
Berkley, Florida, Russell,
Carlisle, Mendon, Rutland,
Colrain, Norfolk, T ruro,
Eastham, Rochester, Wales. —15.

T ow ns s t il l  e n t it l e d  to  B e n e f it UNDER THE L aW.

The full allowance of $100 worth : —
Alford, Gill. Shutesbury,
Auburn, Lanesborough, Southampton,
Boylston, Middleton, Washington. —13.
Clarksburg, New Marlborough,
Egremont, Savoy,

The second allowance is due to the following towns : —

Alford, Halifax, Oakham,
Auburn, Hampden, Orleans,
Berlin, Hancock, Otis,
Blandford, Hawley, Paxton,
Bolton, Heath, Pelham,
Boxborough, Holland, Peru,
Boylston, Huntington, Phillipston,
Brimfield, Lakeville, Plainfield,
Charlemont, Lanesborough, Plympton,
Chester, Leverett, Prescott,
Chilmark, Leyden, Royalstou,
Clarksburg, Mash pee, Sandisfield,
Dana, Middlefield, Savoy,
Dunstable, Middleton, Shutesbury,
East Longmeadow, Monroe, Southampton,
Egremont, Monterey, Southwick,
Gay Head, Montgomery, Sunderland,
Gill, Mount Washington, Tolland,
Goshen, New Ashford, Tyngsborough,
Gosnold, New Braintree, Tyringham,
Granby, New Marlborough, Warwick,
Granville, New Salem, Washington,
Greenwich, North Reading, Whately. — 69.

T ow ns c l a s s if ie d  as to  L ib r a r ie s .

The following classification of the towns, revised to date, 
shows the free library facilities they now enjoy : —
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Class 1.

Abington, Chilmark, Halifax,
Acushnet, Clarksburg, Hamilton,
Adams, Clinton. Hampden,
Agawam, Cohasset, Hancock,
Alford, Colrain, Hanover,
Amesbury, Conway, Hanson,
Andover, Dalton, Hardwick,
Arlington, Dana, Harvard,
Ashburnham, Dartmouth, Hatfield,
Ashby, Dedham, Hawley,
Ashland, Deerfield, Heath,
Athol, Dennis, Holbrook,
Attleborough, Dighton, Holden,
Auburn, Douglas, Holland,
Avon, Dover, Holliston,
Bellingham, Dracut, Hopedale.
Belmont, Dudley, Hubbardston,
Berkley, Dunstable, Hudson,
Berlin, . East Bridgewater, Hull,
Beverly, Eastham, Huntington,
Blackstone, East Longmeadow, Hyde Park,
Blandford, Edgartown, Kingston,
Bolton, Egremont, Lakeville,
Boston, Erving, Lancaster,
Bourne, Essex, Lanesborough,
Boxborough, Everett, Leicester,
Boylston, Fall River, Leominster,
Bridgewater, Falmouth, Leverett,
Brimfield, Fitchburg, Leyden,
Brockton, Florida, Longmeadow,
Brookfield, Foxborough, Lowell,
Brookline, Framingham, Ludlow,
Burlington, Freetown, Lunenburg,
Cambridge, Cay Head, Lynn,
Canton, Gill, Lynnfield,
Carlisle, Goshen, Manchester,
Carver, Gosnold, Mansfield,
Charlemont, Granby, Marblehead,
Charlton, Granville, Marlborough,
Chelmsford, Greenfield, Marshfield,
Chelsea, Greenwich, Mashpee,
Chester, Groton, Mattapoisett,
Chesterfield, Groveland, Maynard,
Chicopee, Hadley, Medfield,
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Medford,
Medway,
Melrose,
Mendon,
Merrimac,
Middleborough,
Middlefleld,
Middleton,
Milford,
Millbnry,
Millis. '
Milton,
Monroe,
Montague,
Monterey,
Montgomery,
Mount Washington, 
Nahant,
Natick.
Needham,
New Ashford,
New Bedford,
New Braintree, 
Newburyport,
New Marlborough, 
New Salem.
Newton,
Norfolk,
North Adams, 
Northampton,
North Andover,
North Attleborough, 
Northborough,
North Brookfield, 
Northfield,
North Reading, 
Norwood,
Oakham,
Orange,
Orleans,
Otis,
Oxford,
Paxton,
Peabody,
Pelham,
Pepperell,
Peru,
Phillipston,

DOCUMENT — No.

Plainfield,
Plympton,
Prescott,
Provincetown,
Quincy,
Reading,
Revere,
Richmond,
Rochester,
Rockland,
Rockport,
Rowe,
Rowley,
Royalston,
Russell,
Rutland,
Salisbury,
Sandisfield,
Sandwich,
Saugus,
Savoy,
Seekonk,
Sharon,
Sheffield,
Shelburne,
Sherborn,
Shirley,
Shrewsbury, 
Shutesbury,
Somerset,
Somerville, 
Southampton, 
Southborough, 
Southbridge,
South Hadley,
South wick,
Spencer,
Sterling,
Stoneham,
Stoughton,
Stow,
Sturbridge,
Sudbury,
Sunderland,
Sutton,
Swampscott,
Swansea,
Taunton,

44. 9

Templeton,
Tewksbury,
Tolland,
Topsfield,
Townsend,
Truro,
Tyngsborough,
Tyringham,
Upton,
Uxbridge,
Wakefield,
Wales,
Walpole,
Waltham,
Warwick,
Watertown,
Wayland,
Webster,
Wellfleet,
Wendell,
Wenham,
Westborough,
West Boylston,
West Bridgewater, 
West Brookfield,
W estford, 
Westminster,
West Newbury, 
Weston,
Westport,
West Springfield, 
West Stockbridge, 
Westwood, 
Weymouth, 
Whately,
Whitman,
Wilbraham,
Williamsburg,
Williamstown,
Wilmington,
Winchendon,
'Winchester,.
Windsor,
Winthrop,
W orcester, 
Wrentham. — 274.
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Class 2.

Towns which have free libraries in which the town has some representation 
in the management.

Acton, Franklin, Malden,
Ayer, Georgetown, Methuen,
Barre, Grafton, Norton,
Bedford, Haverhill, Pembroke,
Belchertown, Hingham, Petersham,
Bernardston, Hinsdale, Pittsfield,
Braintree, Holyoke, Randolph,
Concord, Lawrence, Salem,
Cummington, Lenox, Springfield,
Danvers, Lexington, Warren,
Easthampton, Lincoln, Westfield,
Enfield, Littleton, 

Class 3.

Woburn. — 36.

Towns in which there are free libraries to which the town appropriates
money, but is not represented in the management.

Amherst, Great Barrington, Scituate,
Ashfield, Harwich, Stockbridge,
Boxl'ord, Lee, Tisbury,
Brewster, Monson, Ware,
Chatham, Nantucket, Wellesley,
Cheshire, Northbridge, Westhampton,
Cottage City, Palmer, West Tisbury,
Duxbury,
Gardner,

Plymouth,
Princeton.

Class L

Worthington. — 26.

Towns in which there are free libraries which have
town.

no connection with the

Barnstable, Fairhaven, Norwell,
Beeket, Gloucester, Raynham,
Billerica, Hopkinton, Rehobotli,
Buckland, 1 pswich, Wareham,
Easton, Marion, Yarmouth. —15.

Class 5.

Towns which have the free use of public libraries in other places.
N e w b u ry , ................................................Newburyport Public Library.
Washington,................................................Beeket Athenasum. — 2.

The James Library in iNorwell has been made free to all the 
people, and now every town in the State has the privilege of a 
free library.
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N o tes  o f  P r o g r ess  fro m  t h e  L ib r a r ie s .

From the replies to a circular letter ol inquiry sent to the 
librarians of the over 400 free public libraries of Massachu­
setts, and from the annual reports of the town and city trus­
tees, have been derived the following notes. They indicate a 
very satisfactory growth of usefulness and prosperity in our 
libraries throughout the Commonwealth.

A bington. From the proceeds of a concert given in 1901 and a gift 
from the Woman’s Afternoon Club, supplemented by a small 
sum from the town appropriation, a new encyclopaedia, very 
much needed, has been purchased for the main library. 
Through strict economy in binding and other items, new sets of 
Scott and Dickens have been obtained.

A cton. In October a valuable oil painting was presented to the 
library by Mr. E. M. Raymond of Boston, in memory of his 
father, who was born in Acton ; this picture has been placed 
in the room where the books are kept, and hung above the 
librarian’s table. I t  is said to be by one of the old masters, 
and represents an old gipsy woman telling a peasant girl her 
fortune. Another gift was that of a case of stuffed native 
birds, which promises to be a beautiful and appropriate orna­
ment of the reading room. The library has also received a 
bequest of $4,000 from its early benefactor, the Hon. William
A. Wilde of Malden ; Mr. Wilde, who was one of the oldest 
and best known residents of Malden, died suddenly on the 
second of December, 1902. In the early summer the librarian, 
Miss Viola S. Tuttle, who for six years had performed the 
duties of that office in a very acceptable manner, resigned, by 
reason of overwork and impaired health. The trustees unani­
mously elected Mr. Arthur F. Davis to succeed Miss Tuttle 
as librarian.

Acushnet. Gifts of single books have been occasionally received. 
The circulation is increasing, and the library seems to be a more 
prominent factor in town than formerly.

A dams. In the selection of books for the past year especial atten­
tion has been paid to the addition of books of reference. 
Patronage of the reference room is increasing every month. 
Two lists of new books added to the library have been printed 
for free distribution to patrons, and it is probable such a list 
will be issued twice a year.
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A mesbury. The most important change in the library this year has 
been the cataloguing of the books by the Cutter system of classi­
fication. The library has used the Browne charging system since 
September, and it is very satisfactory. Several pictures, a valu­
able set of art books, a collection of stuffed birds, minerals and 
arrow heads, also a valuable file of local papers, have been 
received. During the year the Hon. Robert T. Davis of Fall 
River, a former citizen of the town, signified his appreciation of 
the library by the generous donation of $500, to be used at the 
discretion of the trustees. Mr. Moses N. Huntington of this 
town has given, as a memorial to his sister, Ruth A. Huntington, 
a card catalogue case, cases for periodicals, pictures and reference 
books, at a cost of $500. Mrs. McAllister has presented a fine 
engraving.

A m herst . Three of the narrow alcoves at one end of the library 
were thrown together into a small room for the children. This 
was effected without material loss of shelf room, and has made the 
library much more available to the younger readers, this separation 
being also to the advantage of the older frequenters of the library.

A nd ov er . The superintendent of the Cornell Art Collection reports 
the daily average of attendance the same as in the previous year, 
although the art room was closed for nearly two weeks on 
account of the prevalence of small-pox, and for a longer period 
during the coal famine. This shows that the interest taken in 
this important feature of the library is not one of merely transient 
interest, but that it is of lasting attractiveness and usefulness, 
especially to the children and youth of the town.

A rlington . The use of the reading room both on week days and on 
Sundays shows a gain. The public has made good use of the 
opportunity of selecting books directly from the shelves, while 
the library has not lost thereby a single volume. Exhibitions 
of photographs are given each month.

A s iif ie l d . The value of the library as part of an educational sys­
tem is coming to be more and more appreciated. Many new 
books have been added, which have proved useful to the teachers 
and pupils in their work on various subjects not found in the 
regular text books.

A sh la n d . The offer of $10,000 for a library building, received 
from Andrew Carnegie, was referred to a committee of fifteen to 
report iu April. This committee reported unanimously in favor 
of receiving the gift, and the town voted to do so. Abner Green­
wood offered a suitable site on Front Street, which was also 
accepted.
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A th ol . The Browne charging system has been introduced, and since 
moving into the new quarters open shelves have been inaugu­
rated. It is proposed to have the library open every afternoon. 
The will of the late Alpheus Harding of Boston contains a 
bequest of $300 to the Athol Public Library for the purchase of 
books.

A ttleborough. The past year has been a most successful one. 
There has been an increase in circulation of nearly 9,000 vol­
umes. The growth in circulation is largely due to the effort that 
has been made to induce the pupils of the public schools to use the 
library freely. Early in the year the ‘ ‘ Graded Course in Reading,” 
prepared by the superintendent of schools and the librarian, was 
distributed among the schools, and a copy given to every child 
above the third grade. The result was that the library literally 
swarmed with children. Some came just for the novelty of 
the thing, but with the majority the interest has been perma­
nent. In March the experiment was tried of extending library 
privileges to the rural school districts. The children sent in lists 
of books wanted, these books were selected and carried back and 
forth by boys, the library paying the car fare. Now an arrange­
ment has been made to have the books delivered by the rural 
delivery, which is much more satisfactory. The books are 
changed every two wTeeks. The percentage of fiction added this 
year has been somewhat smaller than usual. During the year 
Miss Elizabeth J . Wilmarth resigned her position as librarian, 
and Mrs. Eleanor S. Carpenter was elected to fill the vacancy.

A uburn . At the annual meeting of 1902 the towm passed a vote 
directing that a note should be given the trustees of the Free 
Public Library for the amount of the library fund. This action 
on the part of the town was gratifying to all concerned.

Avon. The establishment of a branch library at the Gifford school, 
in charge of Principal Carroll, is a feature which adds to the 
present value of the library. Books are loaned by the principal 
for indefinite periods, as required by the studies in literature. 
In the reading room will be found the encyclopaedia which had 
been loaned to the high school, the pupils of which had through 
their own endeavors raised a sum almost sufficient for a new set, 
when the trustees gave them the sum of $10, believing that the 
efficiency of each department would thereby be strengthened.

Ayer. There has been a gratifying increase in the number of books 
taken from the library, as well as in the number of readers, dur­
ing the past year, between 600 and 700 more books having been 
issued by the librarian than in any previous year. Special atten-
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tion has been given to the addition of books to aid pupils in their 
school work, and courses of reading have been mapped out by the 
teachers as a part of the regular course. It is the purpose of the 
trustees in the purchase of books to keep in mind the ever-grow­
ing need of the school children.

B a r r e . Open shelves have been tried for six months, with success. 
Books to a very limited extent have lately been carried to out­
lying places in town. Dr. G-eorge A. Brown has presented a 
set of facsimiles of manuscripts of famous people, which have 
been exhibited several times, and which are available for refer­
ence at any time to persons who may desire to consult them. 
Miss Mary Elizabeth Lane resigned the position of librarian, 
having been appointed librarian of Atlanta University.

B ed fo r d . A bequest of $100 has been received during the year.
B elchertow n . The new method adopted Dec. 1, 1902, gives patrons 

access to the shelves. It has been the means of bringing for­
ward many books not much in use before the “ open-shelf sys­
tem ” was in use, and it is helpful to children, who learn much 
more in regard to the arrangement of the books and their clas­
sification than by the delivery from the desk.

B ellin g h a m . The library has been more frequently used for refer­
ence than any previous year.

B elm ont . The Belmont Public Library has occupied its new build­
ing since June 17, 1902. The public was then given free access 
to the shelves, and after Sept. 1, 1902, the library was open 
every day but Sunday, instead of three days a week, as formerly. 
Miss Ada Thurston became librarian on Sept. 1, 1902, and dur­
ing the year with the open shelves no book has been lost from 
the general library, and only a few from the children’s room. In 
the children’s reading room are arranged the books intended for 
juvenile use ; the children have direct access to them, and a place 
of their own in which to read them. The increase of circulation 
was 3,616,— an increase of more than 25 per cent, over the 
preceding year. Miss Thurston resigned the librarianship, her 
resignation taking effect on Nov. 1, 1903, and Miss Florence E. 
Whitcher was appointed librarian.

B ev erly . During the autumn libraries have been placed in four 
schools. The books are kept for three or four months in each 
school, when they are to be exchanged. The circulation shows 
a gain of nearly 5 per cent. The circulation of works in natural 
science is greater by 400 than last year. The experiment of 
using the books without paper covers, which was begun three 
years ago, is successful; the books are returned in decidedly
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better order than formerly. The library has subscribed to the 
Tabard Inn Library and the Library of Congress cards. A 
sum of SI00 was given by Miss E. P. Sohier for buying books 
for the schools.

B landfokd. Mrs. Porter, who so kindly sends new books from time 
to time, has generously insured the library and contents for
810,000 for a term of three years. She gave the library an oil 
portrait of her son, John Addison Porter; she also gave a book 
case for the volumes of the Encyclopiedia Britannica, and 11 
new volumes of the Encyclopaedia, bringing it up to date.

Bolton. The Whitney Memorial Library, described in our report 
for 1903, proves upon completion one of the most beautiful of 
the small libraries in New England. The formal laying of the 
corner-stone was delayed until June 17, when Dr. Robert T. 
Edes, son of the late Rev. R. S. Edes of Boston, delivered the 
chief address. Mrs. J . Wyman Jones has given the library 
nearly 100 volumes.

Boston. Last summer the bindery and printing establishments were 
removed from the central library to Stanhope S treet; the room 
formerly occupied by these establishments is now used by the 
patent department. A portion of the second section of the mural 
decoration made by John Singer Sargent for the library has been 
put in place. There have been purchased over 800 photographs, 
at a cost of 8402.37. A collection of 175 manuscript orchestral 
scores, representing chiefly masters of the Italian school, has 
been secured. Three thousand volumes were given by Joseph 
Carter (deceased) of Boston, who has made the library his resid­
uary legatee, so that the library will receive some money from 
that source. The executors of the Robert C. Billings estate 
gave under the authority of his will 8107,000 to the Boston Public 
Library. The trustees formally accepted the legacy on April 24, 
setting apart 8100,000 as a fund, the income of which will be 
used for the purchase of books, and appropriating $7,000 to the 
placing in the library of a bas-relief memorial to the testator. 
In May a bequest of $5,000 was received from Mrs. John 
A. Lewis’s estate, establishing the Mrs. John A. Lewis fund, 
the income of which is to be used for purchasing old and rare 
books for augmenting the collection known as the John A. 
Lewis Library. Charles Eliot Norton has given the library 
a file of broadsides, 1863-65, of which he was editor. A legacy 
amounting to $4,154 has accrued from the estate of John C. 
Paige. Horace G-. Wadlin assumed the duties of librarian 
February 1.
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B ourne. Last February a fair was held for the benefit of the library; 
the summer residents were interested, and with their contribu­
tions $175 was raised. This sum was expended for new books. 
A set of the Century Encyclopedia has been presented to the 
library. The summer residents seem to take an interest in the 
library, and occasionally contribute, — usually books.

B ra in tr e e . Especial attention was paid to Old Home Week, in order 
that the institution might act in harmony with other town depart­
ments! By the will of the late Rachael Rebecca Thayer one share 
of stock of the Faneuil Hall National Bank was bequeathed to 
the library, for its “ uses and purposes.”

B rid g ew a ter . The most marked work of the past year has been 
the completion of the thorough renovation of the inside of the 
building. Of especial helpfulness has been the establishment of 
the reference room, in which all the various inference books are 
placed together. This room has been used to a much greater 
extent than ever before, thus proving that it is a needed improve­
ment, and here have been placed from week to week the pictures 
from the Library Art Club. A gift of 75 volumes has been 
received from C. G. Beebe. The charging cards are stamped 
with the date the book is due; this is found to be a great con­
venience. The card catalogue case and cards are used for regis­
tration list, and the alphabetical arrangement is found to be of 
great help.

B r im f ie l d . James Danielson Lincoln (born in Brimfield, March 30, 
1 8 2 3 )  of North Attleborough has given to his native town a 
library building as a memorial to his mother, Sarah Danielson 
Lincoln, and his wife, Eliza Melcher Lincoln. I t is built of 
native stone, has a frontage of 70 feet, and contains a book room 
20 by 40 feet and a reading room 20 by 32 feet. On the side 
of the entrance will be inscribed “ Danielson Lincoln Memorial.”

B rockton . The past year has witnessed a notable increase in the 
circulation, especially among the young people, as promoted by 
the very welcome service through the public schools and their 
teachers. Two “ Travelling Libraries,” so called, of about 50 
books each, were sent out in November, one to the high school 
and the other to the largest grammar school in the city. The 
former, being largely adult, will pass, next, after two or three 
months’ use, to one of the two branch reading rooms at Campello 
or Moutello ; the latter will, after a similar time, pass to another 
grammar school. These libraries have been chosen chiefly from 
the best fiction and other literature, and are distinct from the 
books of the school delivery. A bequest of $3,000, by the will
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of the late Mrs. Henry L. Ford, has become available and is 
invested in Brockton water bonds. A bequest of $1,000, by the 
will of the late Mrs. Abby B. Kingman, was announced in 
March, but is not yet available.

Br o o klin e . There has been an increase in the circulation over pre­
vious years. The younger children of the town have not been 
forgotten, and they have been encouraged to take books specially 
written for them from the room specially set apart for their con­
venience. The public school wants, too, have been considered. 
The establishment of a branch station in the upper end of Boyl- 
ston Street, and the delivery of books for the use of the patrons 
of the Union building and of the various fire departments, have 
entailed a labor continuous and exacting. A new system for 
charging has been introduced during the summer, — the Newark 
book card system.

Cam bridge. An arrangement has recently been made for sending 
books to the schools by express. The library is fortunate in 
having among its nearest neighbors four large schools, the 
pupils of which make direct use of the library, and the volume 
of the school work is in consequence greater than the statistics 
of circulation show. The music library has recently been some­
what enlarged, and there is now a satisfactory foundation for 
what is destined to be a useful and important department. The 
library has ordered during the year printed catalogue cards, 
issued by the Library of Congress, for most of the new copy­
righted books purchased, and also for a limited number of old 
books for which cards were obtainable. Work is progressing on 
a card catalogue for the East Cambridge branch, and a beginning 
has been made on a special catalogue of local history and 
genealogy, which is to be placed in the local history room.

Canton. The department of local history has become a permanent 
feature of the library, and during the year 25 volumes have been 
acquired. The reading room is used much more than formerly, 
and its facilities are often taxed to the utmost. The use of the 
library by the school children increases steadily.

Carver . During the year two library stations have been established, 
one at North Carver and the other at South Carver; 50 books, 
which the people or those in charge of the station designate, are 
kept at each station, and are changed whenever it is thought 
best. The superintendent of schools gives to the library lists 
of books to be purchased for the benefit of the pupils.

Charlem ont. The circulation shows a gain of about 5 per cent, 
over last year.
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C h e l m s f o r d . There has been a very gratifying increase in the cir­
culation this year, 923 more books haying been taken from the 
library.

C h e l s e a . The year has been a phenomenal one in the history of the 
library, as there has been an increase of 20,000 volumes in the 
total circulation over that of 1902, and far exceeding that of any 
previous year. This increase in circulation was brought about 
through the superintendent of schools. He expects the teachers 
to use the library, and to see that their pupils do also, — some­
thing never before accomplished. The will of the late W. T. 
Bolton of Chelsea contains a bequest of §500 to the Fitz Public 
Library.

C h e s t e r . The circulation for the past year shows a gain of 13 per 
cent, over the previous year. The usefulness of the library has 
been further increased by giving the teachers of the high school 
access to the rooms at all times, with permission to draw such 
books as are needed in the school work. The books so drawn 
are not included in the circulation above reported.

C l i n t o n . The Bigelow Free Public Library was opened to the public 
without dedicatory ceremony, in its commodious and elegant 
new quarters, on August 29. The building was briefly described 
in the report of the commission for 1903. Its total cost, includ­
ing site, is nearly $63,000; Mr. Carnegie’s gift being $25,000, 
the town’s expenditure $23,000, and George Washington Weeks’s 
bequest $15,000, the price of the lot. A further bequest of 
$13,000 for library use, by Mr. Weeks, may be said to balance 
that much of the town’s appropriation. The building is prac­
tically fireproof, with Guastavino arched ceilings, concrete floors, 
tile roof construction, wire lathing, brick partitions, glass floor­
ing in stack room, etc. A beautiful feature of inner decoration 
is a frieze, copied from that on the front of the Parthenon, 
which enriches the central delivery room. This was a gift from 
the architect, Henry F. Bigelow, a grandson of the founder of 
the library. The heating plant consists of a sectional Puritan 
boiler, using both direct and indirect radiation. The interior 
finish is of ash, stained to a uniform dark tint, the walls being 
colored a light green. The finely appointed room for children’s 
use, in the second story, and the newspaper room in the base­
ment, with its special entrance from the street, have proved very 
valuable and popular departments of the library. The late 
Richard Foster of Clinton, by his will, dated June 25, 1900, 
bequeathed $20,000 for a public library building, conditional 
upon a town appropriation of a like amount. As the building
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was erected prior to his death, it is thought the bequest may be 
inoperative.

C o h a s s e t . The Paul Pratt Memorial Library building is designed 
in the colonial style of architecture, and is cruciform in plan, 
the main reading rooms making the long arms of the cross, with 
the portico on the front and the stack room in the rear making the 
short arms. The walls are built of buff brick and trimmings 
of Indiana limestone, above a base course of Rockport granite. 
The roof is of copper with copper gutters, and is crowned by an 
octagonal cupola terminated by a vane in the form of a mackerel, 
— typical of Cohasset’s former industry. In a circular hall 
opposite the entrance is the general delivery desk, and close to 
the left a card catalogue case let into the panelling of the wall. 
Beyond the desk, with an intervening lobby, is the book room, 
consisting of two tiers of steel stacks with glass floor. This 
room is of fireproof construction, and is shut off from the main 
building by an automatic fireproof door. I t contains stack room 
for about 13,000 volumes, and, by reason of the basement being 
wholly above ground on the rear, it is made possible to increase 
the capacity by adding an equal amount of shelving below, mak­
ing a total capacity of 26,000 volumes. This arrangement of 
stacks partly above and partly below the general delivery desk 
brings all of the books within easy access. The whole north 
wing of the building is given to a large reading room, and the 
south wing is divided into a smaller reading room, an alcove for 
reference books and a room for the use of the librarian and 
directors. Both reading rooms have fireplaces, and are panelled 
to the height of the windows and finished with birch in mahogany 
color, with birch floors. The spaces on either side of the vesti­
bule are used for the janitor’s room and stairs to the basement 
and loft.

C o n c o r d . The use of the library steadily increases. During the 
past year there has been an increase in the circulation of 1,109 
volumes. This gain is due, in part, to the weekly delivery at 
Concord Junction, and to the change in the age-— from twelve 
years to ten years — at which children may have cards. The 
use of the reference department, of which no record is kept, has 
undoubtedly increased as greatly. A weekly delivery of books 
at Concord Junction has been established for January, February 
and March. The collection of photographs of noted paintings, 
begun last year, now numbers 77. A catalogue of juvenile 
books has also been printed during the year. Several of these 
have been given to teachers in the Emerson and West Con-
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cord schools, for the use of children in their rooms. A begin­
ning has been made of putting into permanent binding the rare 
and valuable pamphlets, a considerable number of which have 
been bound this year.

D a l t o n . There has been an increase in the circulation and in refer­
ence work during the past year.

D e d h a m . The trustees appreciate the action of the town in the 
purchase of the lot in the rear of the library building, and its 
incorporation into the lands of the library. I his action renders 
the handsome library building, with its growing collection of 
books, comparatively safe against fire, and will undoubtedly 
prove a wise and necessary move.

D e e r f i e l d . The South Deerfield Town Library reports an increase 
in the circulation of 300 over last year’s report.

D ouglas. There has been an appreciable increase in the circulation 
during the past year. The public schools have made an 
extensive use of the library, a schedule of reading for each 
grade and term having been prepared by the superintendent of 
schools and placed in the hands of the librarian, from which the 
pupils are supplied with books for home reading, upon appli­
cation. James M. Fairfield of Boston, formerly a resident of 
Douglas, has given the town a building for its library. It is 
constructed of brick and freestone, and is located on the main 
street of East Douglas. The front doors are of heavy oak, with 
brass trimmings. There are five rooms on the main floor. The 
stack room has the steel adjustable fixtures for the shelves. The 
librarian’s counter and the card index cabinets are all arranged 
for the Browne card system. The heating is from hot air and the 
lighting from an independent gas plant. All the furnishings are 
of quartered oak, attractive in design and elegant in finish. The 
library is now called “ The Simon Fairfield Public Library.”

D racut. Through the efforts of Col. Butler Ames the library has 
been presented with an oil painting of Dr. Israel Hildreth, who 
was for so many years a noted personage in Dracut. The 
picture will be hung upon the walls of the library, where it is 
hoped before long to place others. The museum is now ready for 
the reception of such articles and collections as may be loaned.

D uxbuey . During the past year Mr. William B. Weston of Wilton 
presented to the library a painting of the brig “ Smyrna,” built 
in Duxbury in 1825 by Ezra Weston & Sons. This was the 
first American vessel that bore the national flag into the Black 
Sea after it was opened to our commerce. Together with the 
painting are several documents of interest. Recently the widow
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of the liite Hon. Gershom B. Weston presented to the library a 
number of volumes and engraved portraits of Charles Sumner 
and Theodore Parker, and a photograph of the late Rev. Dr. 
Allyn. Mrs. Frances M. Weed, who served as librarian very 
efficiently for nearly three years, resigned in December, and 
Miss Sara B. Higgins was elected librarian.

E a s t  B r i d g e w a t e r . The trustees are pleased to note the use made 
of the library by the schools. This, in a measure, is due to the 
teacher’s card, permitting the loan of five books at a time. The 
teachers appreciate privileges, and co-operate with the librarian 
to influence the pupils’ choice of literature. The teachers of 
the grammar school have been particularly active in this respect; 
lists have been prepared and posted on the blackboard; their 
untiring efforts deserve special commendation. Friday is 
children’s day at the library; on that day an increase of 6 per 
cent, is noticed in juvenile fiction. Mrs. Aaron Hobart has 
given $50 to be used in the purchase of books. Mr. Aaron H. 
Latham of Brookline has donated the library of his father, the 
late Eliab Latham; this collection contains many town histories. 
He also presented a map of the town in 1848.

E a s t h a j i . A legacy has been received from the Robert C .  Billings 
estate. Through the kindness of the late Matthew Luce of 
Boston, one of the executors of said estate, the library received
815,000, — $1,000 down for improvements, and the remainder 
in trust, the income to be used for library purposes. The build­
ing, which was built through the efforts of the Village Improve­
ment Society for the library, has been given to the town, and 
the library trustees are now having the building moved and 
raised, as there is to be a basement. A strip of land has been 
purchased so as to make the lot sti'aight, and the building is to 
be moved into the centre. The grounds are to be extensively 
laid out. The large room in the basement is to be used for 
trustee meetings, etc.

E a s t h a j i p t o n .  A  table has been placed in the delivery room for the 
music presented by Mrs. M. L. Gaylord, which has been of inter­
est to the patrons. The books are 40 in number. Many of them 
which were in pamphlet form were bound by the library. In all, 
the books have been drawn 150 times. The Hampton Terrace 
Club has had its first installment of 50 books from the library.

E a s t o n . The library has sent out this year sets of 20 books each to 
the schools. A plan has been adopted of sending these sets of 
books to be kept for one month, the books to be on subjects 
studied, or on any good literature, history, travels or biog-
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raphy, — not much fiction, except in lower grades, for sight 
reading, etc. This plan has been welcomed by the teachers in 
the outlying districts, and is no less popular in the village. 
Five classes have been received for instruction in the use of the 
card catalogue and reference books, such as Poole’s Index, 
Index to St. Nicholas, etc.

E d g a r t o w n . Mr. Carnegie has given the town $4,000 for a brick 
library building; and Mrs. Caroline Warren, a native of Edgar­
town and a resident of Boston, has given $1,000 additional, and 
also a lot of land adjoining her summer home, upon which the 
building is being erected. The building will be ready for occu­
pancy by April of 1904.

E n f i e l d . There has been an increase in the circulation the past year 
of 2,566 books. In November the Western Massachusetts 
Library Club held an institute in the Congregational chapel, for 
the promotion of further interest in books and reading. The 
club is cordially devoted to this good work, and it gave its 
services freely; its addresses are appreciated. A lot has been 
secured for a library building site.

E v e r e t t . The energy of the Parlin Library force has been devoted 
to card catalogue work. A complete dictionary catalogue of 
juvenile books has been made for use in the children’s room; 
the catalogue for the adult department has been revised. Growth 
has been gradual, both in accessions and circulation. The 
money received from the Benedict legacy has this year enabled 
the library to purchase more expensive works of reference than 
the annual appropriation would have warranted.

F a i r h a v e n . During the past year the principal change in the 
library has been the developing of children’s work, culminating 
in devoting a room entirely to them. The wrork with children 
includes, besides the direction of their individual reading, their 
education in the use of indexes, tables of contents, reference 
books and the card catalogue. The system of charging was 
changed during the spring to that commonly known as the 
Newark. The percentage of fiction, including both adult and 
juvenile, in 1900 was 73.2 ; in 1902, 60.2. This decrease may 
be ascribed in part to greater use by the schools of collateral 
reading, especially during the fall. The periodical circulation 
in the library is unusually large, despite the full allowance of 
two weeks for each loan. Minor changes in methods of charg­
ing and more attention to individual demands have resulted in 
an increase of 15 per cent, in circulation and of 100 per cent, in 
reference work. Instead of two books, each reader may now
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draw one novel, one magazine, and as many books classed as 
non-fiction as he may desire.

F a l l  R i v e k . The trustees in the report for 1901 noticed the 
encouraging work being done in the children’s department. 
During the past year the department outgrew the single room 
devoted to i t ; it became necessary to open another room. The 
smaller room on the first floor is now used as a children’s read­
ing room, and the larger as a children’s library. Books are 
selected at the cases by the children. A constant improvement 
is noted in the quality of books called for. In the general 
reading room the leading newspapers of the country have been 
kept on file during the year; with an increase in the appropria­
tion, the library has been able to carry out the plan of keeping 
the papers on file. The reference room continues to be one of 
the most valuable features of the library work.

F i t c h b u r g . The two-book system, vacation cards, inter-library loans, 
special privileges to clergymen and teachers, co-operation with 
the schools and the enlargement of the reference department, 
with the free distribution of bulletins, are some of the methods 
adopted to aid readers to discover and use the best books. 
Mention may be made of a recent modification of the charging 
system, stamping the date on which the book is due, rather than 
when taken. The result at the end of the first month showed a 
decrease in fines, and very few over-due notices sent to delin­
quent borrowers. Co-operation with the schools has been carried 
on, with much success. Books to the number of 25 are sent to 
teachers of all grades that can use the library to advantage. 
Teachers with their classes are invited to visit the library from 
time to time. The library began the use of the printed catalogue 
cards, issued by the Library of Congress, in November, 1901. 
With this library the arrangement is an unqualified success; 
also the set of children’s catalogue cards published by the Car­
negie Library of Pittsburg and the Public Library of Cleveland. 
Early in the year the collection of scores in the musical depart­
ment was largely increased. This collection originated by the gift 
of a few volumes of piano music from one of the trustees ; it has 
now increased to over 800 volumes. I t is accessible to the public 
on open shelves, and is for circulation as well as reference.

G-e o r g e t o w x . The lighter class of fiction has been less in demand 
the last year, the best books being more often called for. The 
library has done better work in the juvenile department, a higher 
class of reading being sought. Natural history, travels and 
modern history have been read to a great extent.
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G rafton . It has become the policy of the trustees to work in 
harmony, to a large extent, with the teachers ancl pupils of 
the schools. Books are purchased for their special use, and the 
pupils are encouraged to read them by a system known as the 
travelling library, a box of selected books being sent at regular 
intervals to the schools in the various outlying districts, and 
changed about from one to another, as required. These books 
are largely of a juvenile class, and by this system are placed in 
the hands of the youngest readers, who could not readily go to 
the library for them.

G r a n v il le . The new library building, presented to the town by the 
Granville Library Club and Hon. M. B. Whitney of Westfield, 
was opened to the public Feb. 22, 1902. Two branches have 
been established, one in Granville Centre and one in West Gran­
ville. Edwin Bancroft Foote of New York has given $50 to 
buy papers and periodicals for the reading room. The Granville 
Library Club supplied games, etc., for the amusement room; 
and 2 daily papers, 6 weeklies and 10 monthly magazines for the 
reading room.

G reat  B arrington . The increase in circulation has been over 300 
volumes a month above that of last year. The library is now 
open eight hours a day, and after the first Sunday in December, 
1903, the reading room will be open Sunday afternoons from 
4 to 6 o’clock for those who care to come and read. This is an 
experiment, and for the present will be kept open by different 
ladies, who give their time. The library is trying the open-shelf 
system, with good success.

G r e e n f ie l d . The number of books issued for home use outnum­
bered those issued the previous year by 27 per cent. The 
juvenile attendance and circulation show a gratifying increase. 
Over half the number of school children have borrowers’ cards, 
and visit the library. A card catalogue of books for young 
people has been completed during the year. As opportunity 
offers, the children are instructed in its use. “ Vacation read­
ing” is the name given to a plan to encourage the reading of 
wholesome books by children during the two summer months of 
July and August. A selected list of 100 books was prepared. 
Each member who registered in the class promised to read at 
least 6 books. Certificates were given to 25 boys and 58 girls 
who successfully completed the work. The plan aroused con- 

. siderable interest among parents as well as children.
G r e en w ic h . A legacy of $475 has been received from Mrs. R. 

Spooner.
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G ro velan d . Three shelves in the main room are open to the public. 
The Century Dictionary, two sets of encyclopaedias, the Presi­
dents’ messages and the latest purchase of new books are kept 
on these shelves. This plan has been very popular with the 
public. As the library is open only two evenings and one after­
noon in the week, the chairman and secretary of the trustees 
have a key, which they loan at their discretion to any one wish­
ing to consult the books of reference in the library.

H adley . The Goodwin Memorial Library, erected in memory of 
Elder William Goodwin, one of the leading settlers of Hadley, 
was dedicated in connection with the Old Home Week reunion, 
Aug. 19, 1903, with appropriate exercises. A description of the 
building was given in last year’s report. The principal addresses 
were by Bishop Frederick D. Huntington; William I. Fletcher, 
the librarian of Amherst College, and the author, George W . 
Cable of Northampton. Mr. Cable’s subject was “ An Author’s 
Word to Readers.”

H am ilton . Books on special subjects, which are of interest to the 
general reader, have been furnished to the teachers and pupils of 
the public schools, to study clubs and societies. The principal 
of the South school, having established a school library for the 
pupils, has made generous selections, which have been loaned for 
a limited period. Under her supervision the pupils have been 
directed and encouraged to read the best literature, and the 
number of books in circulation has increased.

H am pd en . The circulation of books was over 800 more than last 
year, taken by a few less readers, so that the average number of 
books read by each patron was greater than any previous year.

H ardw ick . In October the legacy of $10,000 was received from the 
executors of the will of the Rev. Lucius R. Paige.

H arvard . Within the past year the bequest of the late Warren 
Hapgood to the town for the erection of an annex to the library 
building, to be known as the Hapgood Memorial, has become 
available. By the terms of Mr. Hapgood’s will the sum of
820,000 was left for the erection of the Memorial Annex, and a 
further sum of $20,000 for a permanent fund, the income of 
which is to be used for maintenance. In case the cost of the 
annex should be less than the $20,000 provided for it, the unex­
pended balance was to be added to the permanent fund. In 
accordance with the terms of this bequest, there has been erected 
an addition to the library building, at a cost of about $16,500, 
comprising rooms for an art museum, for the use of the local 
historical society and for other uses. At the same time the stack



26 FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. [Jan .

room in the old portion of the building was partially reconstructed, 
and the town put in new stacks, at an expense of about $800. 
Of the permanent endowment fund, which will amount to about 
$23,500, a portion has been received by the town from the execu­
tors of Mr. Hapgood’s will, and the remainder will be paid as 
soon as the executors can realize on the securities of the estate.

H a v e r h il l . There was an increase in the circulation of 10,665 
volumes over that of 1901. Mounted pictures as well as books 
were used more in 1902 than in 1901. On national holidays and 
birthdays of great men pictures suited to the day were shown at 
the library or were sent to the schools. In the circulation of 
both books and pictures the teachers have co-operated most 
heartily with the librarian. Each teacher has a card, on which 
may be drawn and kept for four weeks 10 books suitable for 
school use. Ten travelling libraries of between 50 and 60 vol­
umes each circulate among the union schools in the country dis­
tricts of the city, remaining in each school about four months. 
Systematic work with the summer vacation schools was a new 
feature of the year’s work. Between 75 and 100 volumes were 
sent to each school, not to be circulated at home, but to be used 
at the school by the pupils or to be read aloud by the teachers. 
Collections of pictures were sent to each school for exhibition 
for one week at a time. The reference use of the library has 
increased with the enlargement of the reference room. The 
library has subscribed for printed cards issued by the A. L. A. 
Publishing Board. Cards will be received for United States 
government publications, issued by the Smithsonian Institution, 
etc. Important additions were gifts and purchases of Haverhill 
newspapers ; historic material relating to Haverhill, such as news­
paper clippings, church registers, etc. The most valuable single 
gift was that of Miss Sarah S. Thayer, of bound volumes of the 
“ Haverhill Gazette” from 1828 to 1835, covering the period 
when Whittier was editor of the paper.

H e a th . The library has received a donation of over 400 books from 
the Conway Library, the gift of Mr. Marshall Field of Chicago,
111., good books, and in good condition.

H olbrook . In the selection of books the trustees have had con­
stantly in mind the needs of the children, and they have valued 
the co-operation of the school teachers in this direction. The 
constant faithfulness of the librarian extends a special interest 
in and oversight of the younger of this class of readers.

H olland . There was an increase in the circulation of 75 per cent, 
over that of last year.
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H o l u sto n . The library, so far as patronage is concerned, is very 
successful; particularly benefiting pupils and those who have 
dropped out of the public schools before attaining a higher 
grade. The conditional gift of $10,000 made by Andrew 
Carnegie for a public library building was accepted at the March 
town meeting, and an annual appropriation of $1,000 was voted 
for library support.

H olyoke. J . Pierpont Morgan has given $10,000 to the public 
library.

H o ped a le . The year 1902 has been the most successful in the history 
of the library. In purchasing books during the year, special 
attention has been given to improving the department of travel. 
A branch library has been established at South Hopedale. 
Families who have many magazines, and back numbers in the 
way, bring them each month to the library; these extra copies 
are taken home by the people who subscribe to none, as their 
property, not as a loan.

H ubbardston. Teachers and pupils are allowed free use of all 
books in their particular line of work, regardless of time limit, 
provided the books are properly cared for and returned within a 
reasonable length of time. There is quite a marked degree of 
interest in nature study among the people of the village. Sets 
of photographs have been sent to the library from the Woman’s 
Education Association of Boston, with the privilege of keeping 
them for two or three weeks. Through the kindness of Mrs. 
Gilman Waite of Medford the library has a set of fifty pictures 
of birds commonly seen in the vicinity.

H udson. The first of the year the delivery room was rearranged to 
accommodate the children, and for their use stools were placed 
around the tables, and a book case was built. This has proved a 
success in two ways ; the first, that more room has been gained ; 
the second, that the librarian can keep an eye on the children. 
Miss Grace Whittemore, the librarian, received early in February 
from Andrew Carnegie the offer of $12,500 for a library building, 
with the customary proviso. On May 6 the town voted to accept 
the gift, adopting the report of a committee previously appointed 
to consider the matter. The town also appropriated $1,500 to 
build a basement for the new building. Mr. E. T. Worcester, 
Mr. M. T. Bailey and Mr. Henry Tower are the building com­
mittee.

H yde P a r k . The restriction limiting the number of card holders in 
a family has been withdrawn, and the age limit has been reduced 
from twelve years to ten, so that now all residents of the town
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over ten years of age are entitled to draw books from the library. 
In the young people’s department there has been a growing inter­
est in better literature. During a few of the summer weeks Miss 
Adams read aloud for an hour on Wednesday afternoons to any 
who wished to come. Bits from choice books were read, result­
ing in a desire on the part of the children to read the books 
themselves.

K ingston . Owing to a new issue of stock by the Plymouth Cordage 
Company, and the consequent granting of ‘4 rights ” to stock­
holders, the library, as the holder of ten shares, has been 
enabled to add to its permanent fund two more shares of Cordage 
stock, and to place $154 in the Five Cents Savings Bank of 
Plymouth. This has been done without expense to the town. 
A collection of 24 photographs, mounted and framed, of the 
houses in the town of special historical interest, has been given 
to the library. These photographs have each a short, concise 
description beneath. A package of notes and papers, descrip­
tive of the early history of the town, written by an historian of 
the town, has also been received.

L a k ev ill e . At the March town meeting the voters of Lakeville at 
last accepted the provisions of chapter 347 of the Acts of 1890, 
elected trustees, and established a free public library. The 
library was opened July 21. Two branches in remote neigh­
borhoods were also established; 30 books are sent to each and 
changed monthly.

L ancaster. In January a slight change was made in the charging 
system, which has been appreciated by the public ; the date when 
due is stamped on the cards, instead of the date when taken out. 
The shelves in the reading room are accessible to the public, and 
on these are placed a selection of about 3,000 volumes in travel, 
biography, etc., from which the readers may choose. The late 
Frank N. Lincoln of Belmont, a native of Lancaster, left by will 
a legacy of $500 to the library of Lancaster, payable after the 
death of his wife. The Hon. Henry S. Nourse bequeathed $1,000 
to the library, the income of which is to be devoted to the pur­
chase of Lancasteriana and other books, excepting fiction.

L a w r en c e . The library has received a gift of $500 for the purchase 
of reference books, from the trustees of the White fund.

L e e . The juvenile department is to  adopt the Browne charging 
system. Aside from two or three individual gifts of books, the 
Young Men’s Club gave 88 volumes, bought with money raised 
by a home talent entertainment in the winter.
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L eicester . The Springfield Public Library, through its librarian, 
gave 250 volumes to the library. Through the kindness of Mr. 
J . W. Boardmau aud Mr. M. G. Clark, the Copeland Library 
has also come into possession of a large number of valuable 
volumes which originally belonged to the Clappville Lyceum. 
The circulation the past year has been the largest ever recorded;

■ this increase is to be largely attributed to the children’s use of 
the library, and for this much credit is due the teachers of the 
public schools. There have been on exhibition during the year 
nine collections of pictures.

L e n o x . Mr. F. Augustus Schermerhorn has presented to the library 
this year the two rooms on the south side of the building, recently 
occupied by the Lenox Bank, and at his own expense had them 
remodelled, so that now the library has the use of the entire first 
floor of the Sedgwick building. The Dewey catalogue system 
has been introduced, through the exertions of Mrs. Edward R. 
Wharton and others.

L eom inster . A change, greatly appreciated by the public, is the 
two-book system, which allows two books to be drawn on one 
card. The charging system has been altered, so that the date 
when the book is due may be stamped, rather than that when 
taken. This system is very satisfactory, as now very few over­
due notices have to be sent out, and there is a decrease in fines. 
There is a marked increase in the use of the reference room by 
teachers and pupils. The library now supplies entire classes 
from the high school and some of the higher grades, and shelves 
are reserved for their special use, material being reserved for 
each class as long as needed. The teachers make the work at 
the library a part of the class work. Under the will of Robert 
C. Billings of Boston, a legacy of §5,000 was received by the 
library.

L e x in g to n . The home circulation for 1902 increased 437 over that of 
the previous year. The main library shows an increased circula­
tion of fiction ; the branch library figures indicate a large decrease 
in fiction. Eight art exhibitions have been held during the year. 
The juvenile department now boasts of 1,939 volumes of the 
best juvenile literature, and, under the generous oversight of 
the librarian, her assistants and interested friends, this depart­
ment is proving a strong help to child culture.

L o w ell . Two years hence the Public Library will come into pos­
session of a bequest of §140,000 from the estate of John 
Davis.
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L unenburg . The sum of $500 has been received by the library from 
the late Susan M. Howard, a native of the town; the income of 
this sum is to be used for the purchase of books. The number 
of books allowed teachers has been increased, until they may 
practically take any number they may desire for use in school 
work.

L ynn . Charles W. Bubier of Providence has given the library a 
painting by George Innes, entitled “ The Jersey Shore.” A 
portrait of Orsamus B. Bruce, late superintendent of schools in 
the city, was given to the library by the teachers and pupils of 
the city; and a “ grandfather’s clock ” (1759) was bequeathed 
by William Henry Harney. In connection with a committee of 
the Lynn Historical Society, a department for the blind has been 
established. A room has been set apart, in which instruction 
by a blind teacher is given in the different methods of reading. 
A typewriting machine in the Braille system and 155 books in 
various systems have been purchased. Special readings have 
been given in this department by various citizens who have vol­
unteered their services.

M a ld en . The library has obtained by purchase a file of Malden’s 
earliest newspaper, the “ Malden Messenger,” the first issue of 
which bears the date July 16, 1856. The library has now, with 
few exceptions, complete files of the “ Messenger,” the “ Mirror,” 
the “ Tribune,” the “ City Press,” the “ Daily News ” and the 
“ Daily Mail,” with a few numbers of several papers which were 
born and soon died. The service of the school libraries, which 
was introduced in the latter part of 1901, has been continued. 
The books of these libraries are used by the pupils both in school 
work and for home use. The annual examinations of the shelves 
showed a total loss of 46 volumes, of which 33 volumes were 
from the open shelves in the children’s room and the reference 
room. Four exhibitions of photographs from the Library Art 
Club have been shown in the trustees’ room. A series of exhi­
bitions of the works of local artists was begun in January. These 
exhibitions have proved to be a feature of much interest, and 
have drawn many visitors to the library. The art gallery has 
gained a worthy addition by the purchase of “ A Wood Interior,” 
by Thomas Hill. This picture came from the collection of 
Charles O. Elliett. William A. Wilde, a prominent and useful 
member of the board of trustees, died Dec. 2, 1902.

M an ch ester . New and popular books have been placed in the deliv­
ery room, where the adult visitors can select for themselves. 
For some years all persons over twelve years of age, and in
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some cases younger, have beeu allowed the freedom of the 
shelves. The Browne system of charging has beeu adopted, with 
success.

Marlborough. From various individuals the library has received 
nearly 3,000 volumes. The library was reopened February 10, 
six weeks after the destruction by fire of the city hall and 20,000 
volumes. The new library building, now in process of erection, 
is to be a building of simple and dignified classic style, though 
not severe. I t is approached by a broad flight of granite steps, 
flanked on either side by a granite wall. The basement walls 
are of pink granite; the principal walls are of gray brick, with 
terra-cotta trimmings of the color of Indiana limestone. The 
entrance vestibule opens into the lofty central hall, 22 feet square, 
which opens through arches into the reading room on the right, 
25 by 30 feet; to the children’s room on the left, 25 by 30 feet; 
to the librarian’s room and stack room in the rear; and to a 
stairway leading to the trustees’ room in a half story above. In 
the basement are a newspaper room, stack rooms, boiler room 
and toilet rooms. The stack room in the rear is a fireproof 
building, shut off from the rest of the building by fireproof doors, 
and is to be arranged in several stories from the basement to the 
roof with modern steel stacks and shelves. There is a fumigat­
ing vault in the basement. The building is to be heated by 
steam and by three large fireplaces, in the children’s room, read­
ing room and newspaper room. The building is to be lighted 
by electricity. The interior is finished in quartered oak. The 
building is constructed by J . F. Warren & Co. of Marlborough; 
the architects are Peabody & Stearns of Boston.

M e d fie l d . The library has received a gift of $5,000 from the 
Billings estate, the income of which is to be used for the pur­
chase of books.

M ed fo rd . In January, 1903, it was decided to try the experiment 
of having books from the Bodley Club Library for the benefit of 
the patrons. By paying a yearly rental of $150, the library has 
the use of 1,500 books of recent publication; the same amount 
of money would scarcely purchase 140 books; 125 books are 
sent back every month if desired, and 125 more sent to take 
their places. The public pay nothing for the use of the books, 
but they are given out in the same way as those belonging 
to the library. In the children’s room many interesting and 
attractive bulletins were prepared of varied subjects. A story 
hour has been started for the young people; this has proved 
quite successful.
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M elrose . The corner-stone of the Carnegie Library building was 
laid with due ceremony on April 19, 1903. Addresses were 
made by Mayor Buttrick, Ex-Mayor Larrabee, Senator George 
R . Jones and Elbridge H. Goss.

M e n d o n . A bequest of $27.68 has been received by the library from 
the estate of Charlotte A. Joy Mann.

M idd lebo ro ugh . The library building is nearly completed, and it 
is expected that it will be ready for occupancy by spring. The 
library is being recatalogued by a professional cataloguer; the 
Dewey-Cutter system is used. The charging system is changed. 
Early in the year the library had a bequest of $1,000 from Mr. 
Joseph E. Beals, one of the trustees, to whom the library owes 
its growth and success more than to any one person. From 
the Thomas S. Pierce legacy the library receives the interest of 
$50,000 for periodicals and magazines.

M id d l e f ie l d . There has been a great increase in the number of 
boys and girls from ten years of age and upwards among the 
readers, and the class of juvenile books is inadequate to meet 
the new demand.

M il f o r d . A room formerly occupied by the superintendent of schools 
has been equipped and furnished for a reference room. This 
was opened to the public on February 2, and the reference books 
and reading matter have been taken from the library shelves and 
placed in this reading room.

M il l b u r y . Calvin W. Barker, late of Millbury, left the library 
$1,000, which may be invested in Tabard Inn stock.

M ilto n . The circulation and use of the library increase steadily, 
and the class of books circulated is better than in previous years. 
The house-to-house delivery in the Blue Hill and Brush Hill dis­
tricts, the first delivery of which was made Jan. 2, 1902, has 
been a decided success; it has increased the circulation and the 
number of card holders, and has reached many residents of the 
town who have never used the library before. A delivery by 
messenger is made every Thursday. At the regular town meet­
ing, in March, 1902, the town accepted as a gift a lot of land 
containing about one and a half acres, on which to build a new 
library building. A suifi of $50,000 was appropriated for the 
building, and, since the original appropriation was made, $21,000 
was added to the fund by private subscription. The building 
was designed by Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge. It is of red brick, 
with limestone trimmings. The main lloor provides for a small 
reception room, a children’s room, reading room and reference 
rooms, cataloguing room, room for the librarian, etc. The
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stacks, with a capacity for 10,325 volumes, are on the main floor. 
Above the main floor are rooms for the trustees, rooms for stor­
ing duplicates, etc., and a room lighted from overhead, to be 
used for art exhibits. In the basement are a room to be used 
for historical collections, staff and janitor’s rooms, etc.

M o nterey . The library is fairly well patronized. It tries to reach 
the schools through the teachers in the outlying districts, by 
allowing them to take all they want, and by placing no two- 
weeks limit to the return of books. This plan has worked very 
satisfactorily. To reach the older ones is not as easy. The 
library is greatly helped by the travelling libraries of the 
Woman’s Education Association.

N ahant. During the year the board of trustees has tried to collect 
papers, pictures and other objects, curious or important, relat­
ing to Nahant. A case for the exhibition and preservation of 
these things has been placed in the delivery hall ; also a book 
case of juveniles, for the unrestricted inspection of younger 
readers. This is of undoubted benefit, and is in accordance 
with the best modern practice. I t adds interest if the reader 
can examine the books.

N atick . Morse Institute Library. Through the kindness of Hon. 
George F. Hoar, the library became the recipient of a bronze 
memorial tablet, commemorative of the life and works of Henry 
Wilson. I t  is a facsimile of the one recently placed in the Vice- 
President’s room in the Capitol at Washington. The great event 
of the year has been the presentation by Mr. J . O. Wilson of a 
life-sized picture of himself. The young people’s library con­
tinues to be the popular rendezvous for the children of all ages. 
The circulation of this department constitutes one-fourth of the 
total issue. The children have free access to the shelves. The 
great good which the young people’s library is affording its 
youthful patrons clearly confirms the wisdom and beneficent 
purpose of its founder, Mr. J . O. Wilson. Through the per­
sonal suggestions and co-operation of the teachers of the public 
schools many books have been purchased that would materially 
aid in the work of public instruction. Through the kindness 
of the Fortnightly Book Exchange the library has received 55 
volumes, all published during 1902. The use of the reference 
department continues to increase. The reference room of the 
young people’s library has been of great assistance to the older 
children, as they obtain not only the desired information, but 
also an insight into the best methods of independent work. 
Mineralogy being one of the favorite topics, Mr. James Broad
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generously loaned a very valuable collection of minerals for 
several weeks.

N eed ha m . All shelves are open to patrons, except the fiction. The 
special arrangement, allowing teachers and pupils to take out a 
number of non-fiction books at a time, is extended to all persons 
who have special reading in view. The number of books that 
may be taken out is not limited, except in cases where there is a 
great demand for the same books. The trustees have purchased 
several sets of mounted pictures of flowers, trees, etc., which 
will be of great service to loan to teachers for class work in 
nature study. The teachers are asked to co-operate with the 
librarian in directing the young in the choice of good books. 
By vote of the town, Mr. Carnegie’s offer of $10,000 for a 
library building was accepted. The building committee engaged 
the services of Albert Parsons Ross of New York as architect. 
The “ turning of the first sod,” on June 4, 1903, was witnessed 
by an assembly of a thousand people. The program consisted 
of prayer, singing by school children and brief addresses. The 
veteran library trustee, Samuel Hudson, eighty-two years of age, 
his son, granddaughter and great granddaughter, wielded the 
spade. In August the corner-stone was formally laid by Mrs. 
J . G. A. Carter, wife of the donor of the site, a lot upon the 
corner of Highland and Mellen streets.

N ew  B ed fo r d . The changes and improvements in the Free Public 
Library of New Bedford have been mainly in the direction of en­
deavors to make the books of worth easier of access to the public. 
The two branch reading rooms have been made into sub-stations 
of the library, with collections of books immediately available. 
An increasing amount of attention is given to the demands of 
the schools, societies, etc. Bulletins on timely topics and on 
standard subjects of special local interest are frequently pre­
pared. The Bodley Club book service is now on its second year 
of service, and is giving good satisfaction. The public likes the 
accommodation; the books are of a good character; they cost 
the card holders nothing; they are clean; they allow the library 
to restrict the purchase of fiction.

N ew  M arlborough . The library has been closed for nearly a year, 
but has now been moved to the church parlor, new cases have 
been made, and the books renumbered and rearranged.

N ew buryport. Public school teachers are each allowed ten special 
cards. The library is stronger than ever in books dealing with 
the teacher's science and art. I t has been the aim of the library 
to make it an efficient supplement to the public school system.
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There have been added many books on the fine arts and bio­
graphical works on the masters, special impetus being given to 
this class of stud)' by the art class of the Women’s Club. The 
library received three fine oil portraits: one of Col. Samuel 
Swett, from the brush of the famous Gilbert Stuart, painted 
in 1806; the second, a portrait of Edward Strong Moseley, a 
director of the library for forty years, presented by C. W.  
and F. S. Moseley; the third, a portrait of William Cleaves 
Todd, founder of the reading room, the gift of a number of 
ladies and gentlemen who associated for the purpose. The last 
two portraits are the work of Robert Gordon Hardie. In the 
reading room, thanks to Mr. Todd, 38 daily publications, 38 
weekly newspapers, 39 weekly publications, 67 monthly and 24 
foreign publications are kept on file.

N ew ton . The number of trustees has been increased to 7, instead 
of 5. The library has been reclassified according to the Expan­
sive system.

N orfolk. The books have been renumbered and classified, and a 
card catalogue has been made of the books in the library.

N orth A dam s. Beginning with October, each of the hose houses 
has had sent to it a box of books for the use of the men during 
the part of the year when they must remain for the most part 
within doors. The Braytonville branch has been a decided 
success. That nearly 1,300 volumes were circulated in so 
sparsely settled a district as that about the East Mountain 
schoolhouse is a witness to the good work which can be done by 
a teacher in influencing the families of her pupils. The largely 
increased circulation at BlackiDton is a source of gratification. 
The statistics of circulation show a gain of 12,016 over last 
year. The work with the children and with the schools, has 
been carried on as in former years. The teachers are co-operat­
ing more and more with the library. Picture exhibitions have 
been held during the year. The work of the local schools in 
drawing and in manual training has been exhibited. Mr. F. C. 
Walker gave the library a beautiful glass case filled with live 
mosses, ferns, berries and wild flowers, many readers being 
thus given their first glimpse of the rare wild flowers alive and 
growing.

N orth A nd ov er . The library has been reclassified and recatalogued. 
The system of classification used was the Dewey and the Cutter 
shelf numbers. The library has become a member of the Massa­
chusetts Library Art Club. Exhibitions of pictures are given from 
time to time, and notices of these are given in the local papers.



36 FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. [Jan.

N orthampton. Forbes Library. There has been an increase in the 
circulation of 6,019 volumes; the home use shows an increase. 
Photographs circulate to the extent of 10,000 a year, and music, 
mainly sheet, to the extent of 2,000. Once a month a box of 
about 100 volumes is sent to the village of Florence, to the Lilly 
Library. Smaller boxes are sent to schoolhouses in the out­
lying districts, which are lent by the teachers to the pupils 
and families. Every week library employees go to the manu­
facturing villages of Bay State and Leeds with baskets of books. 
The library has received $500 from the trustees of Smith 
College, in grateful recognition of the services of the library to 
the college students. I t is proposed by the authorities to make 
a similar contribution each year. Charles Ammi Cutter, the 
accomplished librarian and widely recognized authority in library 
science, died on September 6, at the age of sixty-six, at Wal­
pole, N. H., after a few days’ illness.

N orth B r o o k field . The library has been co-operating with the 
public schools, not only with the high school, but the kinder­
garten as well, furnishing a department of illustrated books for 
children of kindergarten age. There have been shown on the 
walls of the reading room at various times pictures of men 
prominent in literature and politics, and lists of their works. 
The library has endeavored little by little to meet the demands 
of the pupils in their studies and inquiries, and to offer them a 
better quality of literature than the light stories.

N o r th fiel d . The donor of the Dickinson Memorial Library, Elijah 
M. Dickinson, died in Fitchburg, Oct. 10, 1902. Not only did 
Mr. Dickinson present to Northfield one of the finest library 
buildings in Massachusetts outside the large cities, but he mani­
fested, by frequent visits, a constant interest in its care and 
equipment, nearly always bringing something of value to the 
library, either relics, books or pictures. The library pays a 
membership fee of $5 each year to the Art Club, which entitles 
it to an exhibition of all photographs or other pictures possessed 
by the club. Sets of fifty pictures are circulated, each set being 
on exhibition in the library two or three weeks.

N orth R ea d in g . The library has been reclassified. A picture of 
George F. Root has been presented to the library. Mr. Root 
-was a former resident of North Reading.

N o rw oo d . The circulation continues to increase, and new names 
are being constantly added to the borrowers’ register. It is 
the desire of the trustees of the Morrill Memorial Library that 
the library shall be a supplement to the public school work. The
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high school has been doing especial work at the library, and at 
this school lists have been posted for supplementary reading 
for each class in connection with English work. Some of the 
teachers in other schools are doing similar work in a smaller 
way, and it is hoped that this step in the right direction will lead 
to a closer connection between the schools and the library.

Oakham. The interest in the library increases year by year, the 
circulation having been larger the past year than any previous 
year. A complete set of 1 ‘ Abbott’s Histories ” has been pre­
sented to the library by a friend. The pictures loaned by the 
Woman’s Education Association have been greatly enjoyed.

Orange. There has been a large increase in the circulation over 
that of last year. Recently many children have taken cards, 
revealing the fact that the public schools are doing the meritori­
ous work of cultivating a healthy reading habit in the young. 
There is an insatiable demand for fiction, but it is pleasing to note 
that a more solid class of books is growing in favor. The North 
Orange branch gives increasing satisfaction to that community.

Otis. The library has received in the past year several books from 
patrons and 100 books from the City Library Association of 
Springfield.

Oxford . The library is in excellent condition, and the year has 
been a prosperous one. The patronage has greatly increased at 
the main library, and the branch at North Oxford reports a 
slight increase. The “ Charles Earned Memorial” of Oxford, 
Mass., is a gift to his native town by a Boston gentleman, whose 
name it bears, in memory of his mother, a descendant of Rev. 
John Robinson of Leyden, for the perpetual use of its Free 
Public Library. It is situated on the west side of Main Street, 
at the corner of Sigourney Street, in the centre of a lot approxi­
mately 200 feet square, and will cost, including equipment and 
site, upwards of $30,000. Its style of architecture is renais­
sance, its form T-shaped, its extreme length and breadth being 
each about 70 feet. The central portion is two stories in height, 
affording a spacious room on the second floor for the display 
of art and antiquities, a room for trustees, storage rooms, etc. 
The material is Kettanning, Pa., buff brick, with Milford pink 
granite for the Ashlar basement and trimmings. The roof is 
covered with Munson black slate, and trimmed with copper hip, 
ridge Greetings and finials. The windows are of polished plate 
glass, with transoms of leaded glass in artistic designs; while 
above the porch is placed a beautiful arched window, commem­
orating “ The Departure of the Pilgrims from Holland in 1620,”
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and represents a group from the famous painting of Charles 
West Cope, R.A., one of a series decorating the British House 
of Parliament. The corner-stone was laid with Masonic cere­
monies on the 20th of May, 1903, and the building is but 
recently completed. Entering the building from the main street, 
the top of the T, by a flight of eight granite steps flanked by 
heavy buttresses, we stand in the entrance porch between two 
polished granite columns. Over our heads, in heavy block 
letters, cut from the solid stone, stands out “  F kee P ublic 
L ibrary ; ” and surmounting this, in front of the balcony 
above, “ Charles L arked M em orial ; ” while just to the right 
of the porch, in a niche corresponding to the window on the left, 
is placed a massive bronze tablet, bearing this legend: “ This 
building, erected to the memory of Clarissa R obinson L arned , 
a lineal descendant in the seventh generation of Rev. John 
Robinson of Leyden, is presented to the town of Oxford for the 
use of its Free Public Library for all time.” Entering the vesti­
bule, a flight of stairs on the right leads to the basement; passing 
through the door in front, we are in the delivery hall, the floor 
of which, as also of the vestibule, is of marble mosaic. On the 
right stairs lead to the floor above. On the left is a small room, 
furnished with cases, table and chairs, for special study or 
conversation. Directly in front is the delivery counter and 
cataloguing room, immediately in the rear of which is the stack 
room. On the right or north of the delivery counter is the 
librarian’s room, with toilet room adjoining. Corresponding to 
the librarian’s room on the left or south of the delivery counter 
is the reference library. South of the delivery hall and refer­
ence library, and extending from front to rear of the main 
building, is the general reading room, lighted by windows on 
three sides. In the corresponding wing on the north side is the 
juvenile room, somewhat smaller. The stack room, 22£ by 30 
feet, is designed for three tiers of stacks, including basement, 
with a total capacity for 40,000 volumes, and is practically 
fireproof, being separated from the main building by fireproof 
walls and doors. I t is furnished with Library Bureau clutch 
double stack, glass floor, hand lift and iron stairway. Between 
the stack room and main structure there are stairs to the cata­
loguing room, and an entrance to the basement, which is spacious 
and well lighted, affording accommodation for the steam-heating 
apparatus, coal bunkers, toilet and storage rooms, and any addi­
tional equipment which may be required in the future. The build­
ing is piped for gas and wired for electricity throughout.
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P almer. H. M. Dean was appointed librarian, in place of C. B. 
Fiske, who resigned. Special emphasis has been put upon 
increasing circulation of books in the several villages. Through 
the courtesy of Mr. Hobbs, the Thorndike Company has had 
for several years an opportunity to secure books from the library 
without the expense of going to the building for them. Re­
cently, through the assistance of those interested in the library, 
there have been established branch libraries in the schoolhouses 
of Thorndike, Three Rivers and Bondsville. The experiment 
promises to materially increase the circulation.

P eabody. Peabody Institute Library. The library this year began 
the work of supplying schools in the outlying districts of the 
town with books. Twenty to 30 volumes are selected by the 
various teachers, which are charged to the respective schools, 
the teachers seeing to their distribution ; after six or eight weeks 
a fresh supply is sent, and the previous lot returned. This plan 
seems to be working well.

P elham . The circulation o f books is steadily increasing, interest 
gaining, especially among the children.

P ittsfield . Berkshire Athenaeum. On March 31, 1903, Hon. Zenas 
Crane presented to the trustees of the Berkshire Athenaeum the 
deeds to a large lot of land on South Street, Pittsfield, nearly 
adjoining the site of the Athenaeum, together with a handsome 
building situated thereon, newly erected by Mr. Crane, and by 
him completely filled with rare and beautiful specimens of natural 
history in all departments, and with valuable works of art, 
including reproductions of statuary and paintings by eminent 
artists. Among the paintings may be specified a portrait by Sir 
Joshua Reynolds; “ Children at Play,” by Bouguereau; and 
“ The Puritan Maiden,” by Douglas Yolk. One room is also 
filled with rare relics of antiquity, notably five figurines from 
Tanagra, ancient silver coins of Greece, iridescent glass, Baby­
lonian tablets, old Chinese idols, and ancient busts from Palmyra. 
One room is devoted to Indian relics. This museum, known as 
the Museum of Natural History and Art, is the most notable 
gift received by the trustees since the founder’s gift of the 
Athenaeum land and building from Mr. Thomas Allen, and the 
endowment fund of nearly $100,000 from the estate of Phineas 
Allen. In commemoration of Mr. Crane’s munificence, the 
name of this institution has been changed to Berkshire Athenaeum 
and Museum; and the board of trustees has been enlarged by 
the election of nine additional trustees, who were nominated by 
Mr. Crane. The picture by Bouguereau was the gift of Mr.
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Crane’s brother, Hon. W.  Murray Crane, recently Governor of 
Massachusetts. The rental service of Bodley Club books has 
been increased to a total of 500 volumes per month, and proves 
one of the most important adjuncts ever made to the general 
library service.

P lymouth. The library has received a gift from an unknown source 
of $100 for the purchase of books; about 50 volumes of new 
books from a local book club, and smaller gifts of books from 
individuals; also numerous additions to the collection of photo­
graphs.

P lympton . The new library building is of wood, built in colonial 
style. The outer doorway is supported by two columns, the 
door opening into a small vestibule. There is an ample fireplace 
with fluted pilaster on either side. On the left of the corridor 
is the stack room, 15 by 22 feet, and on the right is the reading 
room. The floors are of hard pine. The cost of the building 
was $4,500.

P rescott. A branch library was established at the parsonage on the 
hill; 141 books were taken from the library and placed in this 
branch, and a good set of shelves with glass doors was provided 
to contain them. A branch was also started at the home of 
Marshall F. Brown, in the easterly part of the town, with 141 
books, a cupboard and case of shelves being provided for its 
accommodation.

P rinceto n . Since July the library has had the use of one of the 
Audubon travelling libraries. A branch in the western part of 
the town was started early in the year, and has been much 
appreciated.

P rovincetow n . A plaster cast of Charles Dickens was given to the 
library by a former resident of the town. The statue is historic 
as well as artistic, having been purchased at the auction sale at 
the old Boston Museum.

Q uincy . The experiment of placing new books on the tables for the 
public has been continued, with most gratifying results. The 
circulation is nearly 2,000 more volumes than last year. Some 
years ago the trustees gave to the teachers very wide privileges; 
it would seem as if those privileges ought to be of great advan­
tage to school children at some distance from the library. A 
conference has been held with the superintendent of schools, and 
action will be taken by which it is hoped to bring the library into 
closer touch with those of the schools in which its influence has 
now considerablj1 lessened.
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R a n d o lph . Mrs. Frederick Howard lias presented to the library the 
greater part of the foreign classics from the library of the late 
Dr. Howard,— a valuable collection of Greek, Latin, Italian, 
Spanish, Persian, Anglo-Saxon, Hindostán, French, German 
and Portuguese works. A large number of works on pedagogy 
and nature studies have been introduced into the library. The 
teachers in the public schools have been prompt to avail them­
selves of the special privileges accorded them by the trustees; 
in 1902 they used 2,203 books, while in 1901 only 774 were 
used. In the annex exhibitions of pictures have been given.

R eading . T wo changes in the usual routine of the library have been 
decided upon by vote of the trustees. These are, first, the 
opening of new accessions to patrons by placing the volumes 
upon shelves outside the regular alcoves, where they can be 
examined freely, and selections made for home use ; second, 
the granting, upon request, of a special library card in addition 
to the ordinary card in use, entitling the holder to take any book 
not fiction. The library should be considered an important ad­
junct to the public schools, and its influence as an educational 
institution promoted in every possible way.

Revere . The new library building was dedicated Nov. 18, 1903, 
President Faunce of Brown University making the principal 
address. The cost of the building and furniture was about 
§26,000; of this amount, §20,000 was given by Mr. Andrew 
Carnegie, §2,000 from the Stephen A. Hall fund and $3,100 
from the Revere Woman’s Club. Gifts to the library during 
the year include a marble drinking fountain, from one of the 
trustees, Mr. Theodore Grover, in memory of his mother, Mary 
E. Grover; a stained-glass window, from the Current Events 
Club of Beachmont; and a pair of andirons, one hundred years 
old, from Warren Fenno, chairman of the trustees. I t was 
decided to use the money received from the Revere Woman’s 
Club and from the Stephen A. Hall fund for furnishing the read­
ing rooms; and a memorial tablet will be erected in each room, 
one for the Revere Woman’s Club and the other to the late 
Stephen A. Hall. At the request of the principal, it was voted 
to allow 20 books to be taken from the library at a time, to be 
kept four weeks for use in the high school.

R ichm ond . After careful consideration, it was decided to adopt 
the card catalogue system. The dictionary card catalogue was 
the one selected, and the decimal classification of subjects 
used.
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R ochester . The library has received a generous donation o f books 
from the Millicent Library of Fairhaven.

R o c k l a n d . Through the efforts of Miss Angela Collins, librarian of 
the Public Library, Andrew Carnegie offered the town $12,500 
for a building, conditional upon its providing a suitable site, and 
promising an annual appropriation of at least $1,250 for library 
support. Despite spirited opposition by the labor unions, the 
offer was accepted at a town meeting on April 29, and a lot on 
the corner of Union and Belmont streets has been purchased as 
the site of the new building, which will be known as ‘1 Soldiers’ 
Memorial Library.” To the Carnegie gift will be added for con­
struction the town’s appropriation and other money contributed 
for the soldiers’ memorial.

R ockport. Mr. Andrew Carnegie’s offer of $10,000, with the usual 
conditions, for a public library building, was accepted November 
11, by a vote of 148 to 3. A committee was appointed to select 
a site.

R ow ley . A bequest of $10,000 from David E. Smith for the benefit 
of the Public Library is reported.

R oyalston. The trustees are pleased to report an increased patron­
age of the library. A large number of volumes have been taken 
by teachers for use in the schoolrooms or for private reference. 
The library will be opened twice a week instead of once, as 
heretofore, through the generous provision of a summer visitor.

R ussell . A branch library has been established at Fairfield, two and 
one-half miles from Russell Centre. The interest continues, 
and the volumes are well circulated.

R utlan d . An assistant from the Boston Public Library, who was 
boarding in Rutland during the summer, offered to help in be­
ginning a system of classification, and to help by correspondence 
after her return. The Library Bureau, through her influence, 
sent cards for the work.

Sa lem . The legacies of the late Walter Scott Dickson to the Public 
Library and Essex Institute of Salem, one-fifth of the residuary 
estate to each, have been paid by the executors, and amount to 
$25,588 for each institution. The late Dr. William Mack left 
$5,000 to the Public Library as a fund, the income of which is 
devoted to the purchase of rare and expensive medical books.

Sa n d w ich . The library has recently received a gift of $500 toward 
a fund for a new library building.

S augus. The Browne system of charging, adopted about a year ago, 
has worked most admirably, reducing the time limit to its lowest 
terms. Especial pains is taken with the children, by looking over
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their books as far as possible, and helping them to choose the 
best books. A handsome case of shells adds to the attractive­
ness of the room, and when there are several children in the 
room at one time the librarian gives them a few minutes’ talk 
about the shells. Schools are allowed special privileges; teachers 
are welcome to go to the shelves.

Sh e ffie l d . New books are no longer covered, but simply numbered.
Shrew sbury . The Jubal Howe Memorial Library building, described 

in the report of last year as near completion, was not formally 
dedicated until September 24, when Maj. William F. Harlow of 
Shrewsbury gave an historical address, the Hon. George F. Hoar 
and the Hon. John R. Thayer made brief addresses, and the 
Rev. Frank T. Pomeroy of Medfield read a dedicatory ode. 
The total cost of the edifice was 830,609.60, and about 825,000 
of the Howe bequest remains as a maintenance fund. The walls 
of the building are of yellow-gray brick, with gray sandstone 
trimmings. The roof is slated. The stack room, 36 by 36 feet, 
is fireproof, and is separated from the main room by a fireproof 
partition. The upper story is an assembly room, 34 by 35 feet, 
and a trustees’ room. The lower floor is divided, half with 
children’s room on the right and a reading room on the left, 
and the delivery and librarian’s room at the side. The finish 
is quartered oak. The Browne system of charging has been 
adopted.

Shutesbury. The M. N. Spear Memorial Library building is a gift 
to the town under the provisions of the will of Mirick N. Spear, 
late of Amherst; he was a native of Shutesbury. The building 
was erected during the autumn of 1902, and it stands on a 
summit of his native hills as a fitting memorial.

Somerset. The set of bird and animal pictures loaned the library 
by the Woman’s Education Association of Boston was of great 
interest to the children of the public schools, nearly all of whom 
visited the library to see and study them with their teachers. 
The same association also loaned a library of 25 volumes on 
Egypt, with 114 pictures.

Som erville . The library has purchased printed cards from the 
Library of Congress, resulting in a considerable decrease of 
labor in the cataloguing department, and an increased efficiency 
of service. The school department is doing a steadily increas­
ing amount of work. A room has been fitted up for the 
department. Each school building is visited twice during the 
year, and in some schools talks with the children have been 
given and lists of books suitable to their needs have been fur-



44 FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. [Jan.

nishecl. The children’s department has been doing excellent 
work. The shelving capacity has been increased more than 
one-half by the erection of a double-faced stack on the northern 
side of the room. The reference and art department has been 
increasingly used by the public. There have been several art 
exhibits during the year. Through the Pitman art fund the 
library is enabled to purchase a number of fine pictures and a 
few art books. The American branch of the reference depart­
ment has not been neglected; a considerable sum has been 
expended On it. The money has been devoted very largely to 
the purchase of Maine and New Hampshire town histories. 
The vacation card system has been continued, and has been 
increasingly appreciated by people who spend their vacations out 
of town. No act of the library has probably ever been received 
with such favor as the granting of free access to the shelves, 
which began in January, 1902. Since the library has voted to 
loan books to the Sunday-schools they have selected excellent 
books, and through their agency the library can be instrumental 
in getting a large number of inspiring, helpful and really meri­
torious books before the public.

S outham pton . At their annual meeting, in March, 1903, the Library 
Association changed its constitution so as to increase the number 
of trustees from nine to twelve, adding three ladies to the board. 
These ladies were also added to the book committee. Later in 
the year the sum of $5 ,000  for a library building was given to 
the town by H. W. Edwards, to fulfil the wish of his father, Rev. 
Henry L. Edwards, late of Northampton, who was a native of 
Southampton. The gift was limited by these conditions: that 
the town should furnish a suitable site; that the town should 
appropriate not less than $100 for the support of the library; 
and that it should be known as the ‘ ‘ Edwards Memorial Library.” 
At a meeting of the Library Association it was voted to dissolve 
said association, and to give its property to the town. At a 
special town meeting it was voted to comply with the conditions 
imposed by Mr. Edwards, and accept the gift. A board of trus­
tees was also elected. Work has begun on the new building, 
but it seems probable, owing to unavoidable delay in obtaining 
material, that it will not be ready for occupancy before spring.

Sou th bridg e . During the year a catalogue of the library has been 
published. The card holders are allowed to take more than two 
books, other than fiction, at one time.

S outh H adley . The Gaylord Memorial Library is the gift to the 
town of Mr. William Gaylord, a life-long and public-spirited
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resident of South Hadley. The library is beautifully situated 
ou College Street, directly opposite Mary Lyon Chapel of Mt. 
Holyoke College. The building occupies the site of the old 
burying ground, the town giving the land. The library is one 
story, with basement. The reading room is across the delivery 
hall, directly opposite the entrance vestibule; it is circular in 
form, and opens on a loggia intended for use during the summer 
as a place for reading. To the right and left of the entrance 
vestibule, which is in the middle of the front of the library, are 
two'rooms, respectively book and children’s room. Off the book 
room to the rear is the librarian’s room, and similarly placed, off 
the children’s room, stairs descend to the basement. The book 
room, together with the bookcase extending entirely around the 
walls of the first floor rooms, will accommodate 7,000 volumes. 
This capacity can be increased to nearly 15,000. The basement 
contains a large circular room, to be used as an historical museum 
and trustees’ meeting room; a room for newspapers, reading or 
storage; boiler room; toilets and fireproof vault. The library 
is built of local red brick, with Ohio sandstone cornices, columns 
and belt courses, granite base courses and steps. The cost, com­
plete, was 825,000, exclusive of architects’ fees. Putnam & 
Cox of Boston were the architects.

Sp r in g fie l d . Under the auspices of the library a series of talks was 
begun last spring, dealing with books in certain departments of 
the library. Two subjects dealt with were “ Books on Archi­
tecture ” and “ Books on Gardening.” The addresses were given 
by experts, who generously gave their services. These lectures 
differ somewhat from the free lectures not infrequently held 
under the auspices of libraries, since they deal solely with books. 
They were fairly well attended, and similar talks are about to be 
given this winter. In each case a list of selected books has been 
compiled by the speaker, or by the library with his advice, and 
printed. By the will of the late J . Searle Hurlburt, the library 
will in time receive 8500, the income of which is to be used for 
the purchase of dental books. By the will of the late Richard 
W. Rice, the library will similarly receive the sum of |500 for 
the library, 8500 for the art museum and $500 for the science 
museum. The library has also received the sum of $1,000, to 
be known as the Aston fund, the income of which is to be used 
for the purchase of books on wood engraving, and proofs.

Ster lin g . The library trustees have put in order the room designed 
by Mr. Conant, the donor of the library building, for an anti­
quarian room, and have arranged it for the reception of relics.
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The pictures were rehung, and the cabinets were opened to 
receive articles of historic interest. A custodian has been placed 
in charge of the room. The trustees invite the citizens to loan 
or present to this room anything of value or interest to the town, 
in order that the room may be made a place of interest, and for 
the purpose of preserving historical relics.

Sto c k b r id g e . During the year 1902 an opening was made in the 
overhead wall, and a wide gallery made around the room, thus 
making a much pleasanter room, and giving more space for 
books. A gift of $1,000 has been received from the estate of 
the late Daniel R. Williams.

Sto n e h a m . Mr. Andrew Carnegie’s offer of $15,000 for a public 
library building was finally decided by a favoring vote passed at 
a town meeting on April 22, 1903.

S to ug h to n . The new library building, nearly completed, is con­
structed of red brick and Indiana limestone ; the design is colonial, 
one story in height, with high basement. The plan provides for 
a central delivery hall, with three-floor stack room in the rear, 
capable of accommodating 30,000 volumes. On the same floor 
are adult and children’s reading rooms and librarian’s room, the 
latter to be used by the trustees. In the basement is a room 
which can be used for small gatherings. Mr. Lucius Clapp of 
Randolph is the donor. The building, including furnishings, 
will cost $25,000.

Sto w . While the circulation for home use has continued about the 
same, an improvement has been noted in the quality of books 
called for. The demand for a better class of books increases. 
The teachers find the library a valuable aid in broadening their 
instruction, especially in the line of geography and history. A 
valuable picture of Andrew Jackson was presented to the 
library by Frank P. Bond; the picture was given to Mrs. Bond, 
mother of the donor, by President Jackson, with his own signa­
ture on the back.

Stu r b r id g e . In the gallery of the library all are cordially invited to 
make their own selection of books which are found there on 
history, travel, biography, agriculture, e tc .; and it is hoped 
that the circulation of such books will be more general, siuce 
each card holder is entitled to a book of fiction and one of non­
fiction at the same time.

S u n d e r la n d . The City Library Association of Springfield presented 
the library with 91 volumes. The circulation was larger than 
any previous year in the history of the library. The following
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facts with reference to the new library building, erected in
1901, the gift of John Long Graves of Boston, are added to the 
brief description of the building, given in the annual report for
1902. On the ground floor, besides the vestibule, there is a 
reading room, which extends upward to the roof, and a stack 
room of equal dimensions with the reading room. Above the 
stack room is a room designed for the use of officers, commit­
tees, etc. There is a basement containing a work room and a 
furnace room. The finish is of quartered oak, except the work 
room floor, which is of southern pine. The windows are of 
plate glass. The structure is of pressed brick, with Indiana 
limestone; the interior walls of the vestibule and reading room 
are of Columbia brick, and the roof is of moss green tile. Mr. 
Graves gave the furnishings also. The stacks are of oak, with 
a dull finish; and the large reading table and the chairs are of 
polished oak. The building is located on the home lot of Mr. 
Graves’s father, Horatio Graves, and is designed as a memorial 
to his father and mother; and this design is indicated by a 
memorial tablet of bronze, which is placed on the outer wall at 
the right of the front entrance.

S utton. The library has been well patronized by pupils of the high 
school, and is a great help as a reference medium in many 
branches of their education. Not only have the pupils of the 
high school manifested much interest in the library, but many 
of the public schools,' through the kindness of the superin­
tendent, have derived much benefit from the books loaned for 
their use. Several teachers have been glad to avail themselves 
of privileges extended to them.

Swansea. The Agricultural Club of Swansea, having disbanded, 
voted to give its library of 197 volumes to the Free Public 
Library. An encouraging feature of the year’s work is a slight 
increase in the circulation and in the number of cards issued. 
At a recent meeting of the trustees it was voted that holders of 
cards may take two books from the library at one time, one only 
to be fiction. Each year the library gives better facilities for 
study and pleasurable reading.

T aunton. Mr. Andrew Carnegie increased his original gift to the 
city for a library building by 810,000, making a total of 870,-
000. The corner-stone was laid Sept. 14, 1903. The library 
building represents a modern adaptation of the Roman classic 
style of architecture. Its plans include a main building and a 
spacious stack room in the rear. The building is chiefly of
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Indiana limestone. The roof is to be of slate, with metal crest­
ing and gutters. Upon the principal floor in the centre of the 
building is thé delivery room, lighted directly by skylight, which 
connects with the main reading room and reference library on 
either hand. The librarian’s rooms are easily reached on the 
right and left in the rear of the delivery counter. The stack 
room will accommodate about 35,000 volumes in each story, and 
is divided by a wide corridor. It is provided with steel stacks, 
with glass floors, and supported by steel beams and by columns 
in the basement. The walls are of Taunton brick. The upper 
or second floor of the main building is supplied with a large cen­
tral art room, lighted by a skylight, a lecture room, a newspaper 
room, a room for the trustees, and three small rooms for study 
or other special purposes. In the basement there will be a chil­
dren’s room, a room for receiving and unpacking, janitor’s room, 
etc. The architect is Albert Randolph Ross of New York.

T e w k s b u r y . The circulation has shown a healthy increase. The 
system of giving out two books on one card is working well. 
There is an increase in the number of requests for new books, 
which have been honored whenever possible. At a meeting of 
the trustees resolutions were passed on the death of Miss Helen 
Eastman, a former trustee. The secretary in his record says:
‘ ‘ We remember the hard work and wise counsel she gave the 
library in its earlier days, and have put on record our apprecia­
tion of it all, as well as the pure, noble life she lived.”

T o ps f ie ld . The patronage of the library is considerably increased 
during the summer months by the visitors in town, who are glad 
to avail themselves of the privileges of the library.

T o w n se n d . Each year sees the library growing more useful to the 
public schools, and the hearty sympathy between the teachers 
and librarian has been maintained. Especially has the library 
been used by the pupils in the high school, and many cards 
have been issued to the smaller children in the grade schools. 
A change in the “ Rules and Regulations” has been made, and a 
book may now be kept from the library two weeks, and then 
renewed once, excepting books that have been in the library 
less than one year.

T ruro . Since the formation of the library the reading people of the 
town have had access to a storehouse of information aud literary 
advantage not otherwise available, and some persons of careful 
observation note an improved mental capacity for book knowledge 
on the part of the people since the library has become an institu­
tion of the town.
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T y k in g h a m . The schools have been recipients of valuable informa­
tion, the library being a valuable adjunct to the school work. 
There is not a department in the schools that cannot be assisted 
in its work from this source.

U pton . The rules of the library have been changed; young people 
of twelve years of age now have the opportunity of drawing 
books in their own names. The fine of 25 cents for retaining a 
book over two weeks has been changed to 2 cents for each 
day overdue.

U xb rid g e . The first of the year the age limit was entirely removed. 
The library now gives cards to any children who can read and 
write, whose parents wish them to have books. The parent’s 
signature is required on a certificate, not the teacher’s ; as it is 
the wish of the trustees that the parents be responsible for the 
books, and that they know what the children are reading. Dur­
ing the last few months puzzle maps have been used at the library. 
Thev have been found to be a source of great pleasure to the 
smaller children. Children from the schools are instructed in the 
use of the library and its reference books ; previously, this instruc­
tion has been given at the different schools. Exhibits of school 
work are given in the hall when there are no picture exhibits. 
The library has been used more the past year than ever before in 
its history. During the spring of 1902 especial attention was 
given at the library to flowers and birds. Mr. F . S. Brick con­
ducted the work on flowers. Talks on the subject were given by 
him in the lecture hall, which were illustrated by wild flowers of 
Uxbridge. A special list of books owned by the library on flow­
ers was prepared. The books on birds were in active circulation 
during the spring, and they were materially supplemented by the 
collection of stuffed specimens. Two lectures by authorities on 
ornithology were given in the hall, the expense of the lectures 
being met by subscriptions by townspeople. There has been an 
increased use of the library by the teachers ; the library lias-also 
been visited more and used more by the school children than 
before. A spirit of harmony and union between the library and the 
schools is of the greatest importance for the life and good of both.

W a k efield . The library is a member of the Library Art Club, and 
notifies the teachers by postal of coming exhibitions. The 
library buys, as a rule, only one copy of a book. Any book 
which is out will be reserved for a card holder who fills out a 
postal which may be purchased at the delivery desk. As soon 
as the book is available, the postal will be mailed to the first 
name on the list, and the book is reserved for such person one
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day. Bulletins are issued as books are added, usually monthly; 
and if a book is purchased by request, notice is sent to the person 
requesting its purchase. During the year the library has 
received a gift of a crayon portrait of Mrs. Harriet N. Flint, 
from Mr. Harvey B. Evans of Wakefield, her nephew. Mrs. 
Flint during her life gave to the town the sum of $1,000 for the 
use of the library, the same to be used for the purchase of books. 
Special cards are furnished to the teachers, on which they are 
permitted to draw several books at a time, of which privilege 
many avail themselves.

W a l p o l e . The Library of Congress cards are being introduced into 
the library. The Bodley Club is very helpful in furnishing a 
supply of fresh fiction and other works of transient interest. 
The list of photographs has been enlarged by 100 accessions 
of Roman subjects. The new library building was dedicated 
May 14, 1903. Its total cost was $25,000, of which Mr. 
Andrew Carnegie gave $15,000, and the remainder was raised 
by citizens. The new building is of brick, of one story, with 
a stone basement. The architect was J . Lawrence Berry of 
Boston. The interior furnishings, desks, tables and chairs are 
of English oak.

W a l t h a m . The separation of the reading rooms for adults and 
children, with more space for each, the greater seclusion of the 
reference room and the more orderly and convenient arrange­
ment of its volumes for consultation, are instances of the 
improvements made. During the year the open-shelf system 
has been inaugurated, and thus far is working well. The 
numbering of the books of fiction has been changed, and a new 
fiction catalogue has been printed. The plan of placing new 
books on the counter for public inspection, with the privilege of 
taking out in the ordinary manner any book thus selected, has 
proved of great practical value.

W a k e . A meeting of the Bay Path Library Club was held in Ware 
Oct. 22, 1903.

W a k e h a m . The Dewey system was selected for the cataloguing of 
the library. The dictionary catalogue, neatly arranged in a 
case, will be found very helpful in facilitating the work of select­
ing books upon any desired subject. The card catalogue will be 
supplemented by a printed one for home use.

W a r w ic k . The circulation is increasing each year, and there is a 
tendency toward a higher class of reading, shown in the decrease 
in the percentage of fiction circulated.



1904.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 44. 51

W a t e r to w n . The reclassification has gone on as rapidly as the 
more immediate and pressing interests of the library have allowed. 
The Pratt reference room is being filled with works most valuable 
in their use in the social sciences and the useful arts. The Hun- 
newell Hall has its shelving filled with useful books of reference ; 
these will naturally change as the library has funds to purchase 
newer or more specific works. Books are sent twice a week to 
East Watertown, as they are called for.

W ayland. The appreciation and use of the library have increased in 
a notable degree since the acquisition of the beautiful new library 
building, presented to the town by the late Warren Gould Roby 
by his will in 1898, and built in 1900 at a cost of $28,000. 
This gift has stimulated' the generosity of the citizens, as 
evinced in gifts of money, books, and objects of adornment 
and use in the new building. The use of the reading rooms has 
very much increased, and the privilege is highly prized by both 
adult and juvenile readers, a room for each, liberally supplied 
with current periodicals and book stacks available to all, being 
notable features of the library. As a testimonial of the grati­
tude of the town to Mr. Roby, a bronze tablet has been placed 
by the town in the delivery room, commemorating his gift. 
The funds available for the support of the library have been 
increased by direct gift, the proceeds of a lecture course and a 
legacy of $300 to be used in the purchase of fine editions of 
standard works. Another valuable acquisition to the reading 
room has been the gift from a citizen of a large mounted terres­
trial globe, of the latest and most improved construction. A 
large collection of minerals has been arranged under glass, 
classified and labelled. A fund of $1,000 has been presented to 
the town during the year by a citizen, as a memorial to his wife, 
to bear her name, the income of which is to be used forever for 
the purchase of books.

W ebster. There has been a considerable increase in the use of the 
juvenile department, which is .very gratifying. The reference 
department is also much used. Since Jan. 1, 1903, through the 
kindness of the teacher at the Gore school, the library has 
made weekly deliveries at the schoolhouse; 10 or 12 cards are 
now in use. The new library building has a basement and 
one story to the roof. It is constructed of brick and Georgia 
marble trimmings. There is no interior wood except doors and 
window casings; the walls are of bare brick, painted. The 
stacks are to be of steel, with wooden shelves with a capacity
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for 10,000 volumes. The Dewey system, modified, and card 
index are in use in the library.

W ellesley. Mr. Walter B. Swift loaned to the library his valuable 
collection of Indian relics. This collection, made by a citizen of 
the town and gathered in large part from Wellesley and vicinity, 
is of peculiar interest to the citizens. The Hunnewell estate 
presented to the library three beautiful bronzes; these are not 
only appreciated for their own worth, but still more because they 
stood for years in the home of the founder of the library.

W ellfleet . The Athletic Club donated $40 to the library.
W endell. The library has been loaning books to the Sunday-school 

at the Centre, and also to the one at Locks Village, and they are 
found to be of great value to both. The branch library estab­
lished at Farley last year is doing well, and the books are 
returned promptly at the end of six months and more taken for 
the same period. A gift of money from Mrs. Mary N. Phelps 
of Foxborough, formerly of Wendell, enabled the library to 
purchase an encyclopaedia of universal history for reference and 
to loan to the schools, and some books on handicraft.

W enham . The use of the library by the schools has continued about 
the same as in former years. A branch library has been estab­
lished in Wenham Neck, which has been well patronized. The 
east and west branches have been continued as heretofore. The 
whole town is now in fairly convenient touch with the library, 
and it is hoped that much real benefit will result to all concerned.

W estborotjgh. The reading room has been supplied abundantly 
with the best of American and English publications. These 
publications are placed upon the tables, within the reach of all 
who wish to consult them. This department of the library is 
very complete, much patronized and highly appreciated by the 
public. The reading and reference rooms are under the constant 
supervision of the librarians, who are ever ready to assist 
visitors in selecting such books of reference or reading matter as 
they may desire.

W est Bridgewater. In October, 1902, the trustees received from 
the executors of the will of Francis E. Howard a check for 
$499.50, a bequest by Mr. Howard to the library. A condition 
of the bequest permits only the income being used for library 
purposes. The Cornelia Alger fund now amounts to about 
$ 1, 000 .

West Brookfield . A card catalogue on geography and history has 
been made for the high grammar school, largely subject cards 
referring to books in the town library.
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W e s tf ie l d . The Westfield Athenreum during the past year lias 
made special efforts to improve and enlarge the number of 
volumes which are kept in the children’s room. The efforts 
have been so far successful as greatly to increase the circulation 
of that department, especially since the schools opened in Sep­
tember, as the circulation has increased 75 per cent, over that 
of the corresponding time of last year. The library has also 
maintained a branch library at Muudale, under the charge of a 
local committee. Certain volumes are loaned the committee 
indefinitely; others are loaned about six weeks and then re­
turned and replaced by another list. By the kindness of a 
friend, $15 was placed in the hands of the librarian, to be used 
in subscribing for magazines and newspapers for the Mundale 
branch. These have been highly appreciated and largely used. 
The appropriation to the Athenaeum by the town was increased 
from $2,250 to $3,000; the dog tax, which was nearly $1,000, 
has been given in addition for some years past.

W estford. Mr. E. M. Raymond of Charlestown, Mass., a great- 
grandson of Ebenezer Prescott, one of the founders of the 
Westford Social Library, has given two large paintings of 
Biblical subjects; a marble statue of Pocahontas; a piece of 
Japanese hammered work in iron, silver and gold; several other 
works of a r t ; and a collection of interesting relics for the his­
torical room.

W est N ewbury. There are special cards for the use of the school 
teachers and pupils. In addition, the trustees have granted the 
principal of the high school the privilege of taking out 10 to 20 
books of reference at one time for use in school work. The 
branch library for the benefit of people in the first parish was 
established in May, 1902. The books are sent by express. 
The expense has not been large, and the arrangement gives satis­
faction. The circulation has increased very much. The trustees 
note with pleasure that some of the young people are taking 
more interest in works of history and biography, also in bird 
books and other books which contain valuable information.

W est S pringfield . More books are being added of real value and 
literary m erit; the books include that which is best in refer­
ence, science and religion. An encouraging feature of the work 
of the library is the growth in interest in those books which 
require thoughtful reading. Wednesday is children’s day, and 
the library presents a busy scene at that time. The. open-shelf 
plan is experimental, and will be continued only if successful. 
The board of trustees made the following conditions, as the lim it:
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‘ ‘ Borrowers from the library must keep the shelves in good 
order, reporting every book taken by them for home reading at 
the charging desk, and giving the volumes careful use while in 
their possession. If these conditions are not complied with, the 
shelves will be closed to the public without further notice.”

W est Stockbridge . There has been an increase in the circulation, 
notwithstanding there has been a decrease in the population. 
At an entertainment given by Mrs. A. H. Blake the sum of $65 
was raised ; the Century Dictionary, a fine picture and a bust of 
Abraham Lincoln were purchased with this money.

W estw ood . The library has been open Wednesday afternoon and 
Saturday evening. Wednesday afternoon it is used largely by 
the children. In the year 1901 the trustees were favored with a 
gift of $50 from Edmund D. Codman, for the purchase of books for 
the library; with this money a set of Chambers Encyclopaedia, 
bound in full Russia, was purchased. The $20 received from 
Mrs. Joshua Crane is to be used for the purchase of reference 
books.

W eymouth . Tufts Library. Class List No. 3 was published during 
the year; this completes the cataloguing of the library. Books 
have been sent to some of the more distant schools for deposit, 
for the use of the pupils in school and at home. The library 
received the gift of a portrait of the late Zechariah L. Bicknell, 
from his daughters, Mrs. S. C. Denton, Mrs. Charles Harring­
ton and Mrs. G. A. Miles; also a portrait of the late Francis 
Ambler, from his daughter, Mrs. J . F. Welch. These gentle­
men were members of the board of trustees for many years. 
They were always deeply interested in the welfare of the library, 
and did everything in their power for its advancement.

W iia tely . The circulation has nearly doubled in the last ten years.
W hitman. It is intended to increase the scientific department, that 

in this line the library may meet the needs of students as well as 
general readers. An effort has been made to secure greater 
co-operation between the library and the schools.

W illiamsburg. Ilaydenville. There is hardly a family in the vil­
lage of Ilaydenville that does not draw books either regularly or 
a part of the year; and the school children especially make an 
extensive use of these books at their disposal, both for assist­
ance in their studies and for recreation.

W illiamstown. A special effort has been made to accommodate 
teachers in the selection of books, and the library has been kept 
open one hour longer on Tuesday afternoons. The number of 
books drawn is steadily increasing.
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W ilmington. Beginning in April, the library has been open twice a 
week. Thirty volumes have been presented to the library by 
friends.

W inchester. During the present year the library has tried to keep 
in touch with the public schools, by sending the teachers lists of 
books on various subjects. In the spring the entire collection of 
nature books was displayed, for the use of both teachers and 
pupils. The anniversary of battles of Lexington and Bunker 
Hill were commemorated in the same way, and much interest 
shown. An exhibition of photographs by Winchester amateurs 
was given in December. A list of pedagogical works has been 
prepared for the school committee. A bulletin board has been 
added, on which pictures, etc., illustrating special days or books, 
are arranged. The vertical tile boxes for pamphlets have been 
found both convenient and inexpensive.

W i x t h r o p .  The library has adopted the reserve postal system, which 
has proved very satisfactory. Upon payment of one cent to the 
librarian, the borrower is provided with a postal card containing 
a printed form, which he fills out with the number of the book 
desired, and his own address. When the book comes in, the 
librarian mails the card and holds the book twenty-four hours, 
giving the borrower ample time to claim it. Travelling photo­
graph exhibits from the Library Art Club have been shown in 
the art room almost every month. An arrangement has been 
made with the Boston Public Library, whereby students and 
others can obtain through this library such books as they desire. 
The fiction classes are excepted from this arrangement. The 
disposition of books received from families where contagious 
diseases exist has been a matter under consideration by the trus­
tees. The custom is to burn all such books. The number of 
books so destroyed is increasing yearly, and many books which 
cannot be replaced have been thus consigned to the flames. It 
has been the hope of the trustees to find some simple, inexpen­
sive method of disinfection. A report from forty-four repre­
sentative libraries in the United States and Canada shows that 
no librarian actually knew of a case in which the germs were 
carried by a book to a reader or a library attendant. For disin­
fecting books, where moisture and heat must be avoided, alde­
hyde gas is recognized as the best disinfecting agent.

W o b u r n . The open-shelf system continues to be popular, and no 
serious detriment to the property has occurred as a result. 
There have been exhibitions of interest to the children in their 
department, and a calendar of events has been posted on a
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bulletin board. New and modern furniture for the children’s 
department has been given the library by one of the trus­
tees ; this change is very popular with the little people. The 
library is open during the noon hour now; formerly it was 
closed from 12 to 2 o’clock. The Hon. Edward D. Hayden gave 
an oil painting by Benjamin Champney of Woburn, representing 
a scene in the White Mountains; this picture, mounted in a 
handsome frame, was hung in the reading room. The new 
Jonathan Thompson Library for North Woburn was accepted 
by the city council; trustees are to be appointed, and a building 
erected later.

W orcester . Pursuing the policy of former years, several biblio­
graphical lectures by prominent teachers have been given, and a 
number of exhibitions representing various fields of art have been 
held. A few years ago a department for the use of children 
under fifteen years of age was established, and it has been a suc­
cess from the beginning. Children have free access to a large 
number of volumes especially suited to their needs. For years 
the library has been used as an auxiliary of the public schools; 
and it is a matter of historic interest that Worcester was the first 
city in which was established a system of co-operative work 
between the library and the public schools. Supplementing this 
good work, provisions have been made by which Sunday-schools 
can use the library as an auxiliary to their work. The books 
are to be selected by the proper church authorities. The library 
of the Worcester Medical Society is still deposited in this library, 
and is available for the public use. The use of the rooms on 
Sunday is increasing; it is noticeable that many of the readers 
are working men, who devote the day to study of general litera­
ture, or books or papers devoted to their special industrial 
pursuits. Adult patrons of the library are now permitted to 
select books from the shelves. The sum of $3,000 has been 
added to the John Green library fund, increasing it to about 
$54,000.

Y armouth. The library is now open every afternoon, from 3 to 5 
o’clock ; formerly it was open only three afternoons for two hours 
each week; Saturday evenings it is open as formerly, for two 
hours.

W oman’s E ducation  A ssociation .
The annual report of the work of the committee on libraries 

of the Woman’s Education Association is one of so great inter­
est that we should be glad to print it in full. It has circulated
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43 travelling libraries, containing in the aggregate 1,210 vol­
umes, in 43 towns and villages, as follows : —

Acushnet,
Alford,
Bernardston,
Brimfield,
Carver,
Cheshire,
Chilmark,
Clarksburg,
Colrain,
Conway,
Cummington,
East Freetown, 
Farley fin Erring), 
Florida,
Goshen,

Groveland,
Hancock,
Heath,
Huntington,
1 lyannis,
Lakeville,
Leverett,
Littleville (in Ches­

ter),
Monterey,
North Chester, 
Oakham,
Otis, 
l’ax ton,
Pelham,

Petersham,
Plaintield,
Rowe,
Russell,
Rutland,
Sandistield,
Somerset,
South Yarmouth, 
Wales, 
Washington, 
Wendell,
West Leyden, 
West Stockbridge, 
Williamsburg.

Windsor, Bedford, Rochester, Dana, Millers Falls, Shrews­
bury gnd West Cummington have also been aided by the 
committee. The circulation (4 libraries not reported) was 
3,961, — an increase of 472 over last year, varying from 21 in 
Sandisfield to 354 in Rutland.

The special libraries are on Venice, Florence, Shakespeare, 
English architecture, Rome, Italian art, Egypt and French art. 
The special library on Florence had a circulation of 279 in Ber­
nardston. The 4 Audubon libraries have been loaned to Berlin, 
Granville, Mendon, North Plymouth, Princeton, Southbridge 
and Warwick, and have proved of great value to the schools 
and libraries. Libraries of children’s books which have proved 
very attractive and useful have been sent to Colrain, Hoosac 
Tunnel and Dana. The preparation of approved lists of new 
books has been continued, and they have proved useful guides 
to the larger as well as the smaller libraries. The active, 
generous and sympathetic effort of the ladies who have this 
work in charge has been widely recognized and appreciated. 
It has attracted attention in other States and other countries, 
and a movement has been inaugurated to begin a similar work 
under the auspices of the women’s clubs of Italy. It is now 
ten years since this committee began its work, and in that time 
56 travelling libraries have made 307 visits to 65 different 
towns, and circulated 22,997 volumes. Since 1898, 26 sets of 
pictures have been exhibited 732 times in 233 places.
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T h e  L ibrary A rt Cl u b .
The work of the Library Art Club is steadily increasing in 

size and usefulness. It now has 70 sets of pictures in circula­
tion, covering a large variety of subjects. There were 1,012 
exhibitions of the club sets during the year.

The membership of the club now includes 108 libraries and 
educational organizations, of which 85 are in this State. Mem­
bership affords a rich return for a small expense.

A F r ee  P ublic L ibrary  in  E very  T own.
The conclusion of the year covered by this report shows 

that every town in Massachusetts now has the right and privi­
lege of a free public library. When the commission was estab­
lished, in 1890, there were 103 towns without a free public
library. During the thirteen years of its existence libraries
have been established by it in the following towns within the
years n am ed : —

1891.

Agawam, Granby, Plainfield,
Afford, Greenwich, Plympton,
Berlin, Hamilton, Prescott,
Blandford, Hampden, Richmond,
Bourne, Leverett, Rowley,
Boxborough, Mashpee, Sandwich,
Charlemont, Monterey, Sheffield,
Ckilmark, Mount Washington, South wick,
Edgartown, New Ashford, Tyringham,
Egremont, Otis, Westport,
F almouth, Pelham, West Stockbridge,
Goshen, Peru, Windsor. — 36.

1892.

Avon, Holland, Shelburne,
Colrain, Leyden, Tolland,
Dana, Lynnfield, Wilbraham,
Essex, Medway, Wrentham. —16.
Freetown, Oakham,
Gosnold, Savoy,

1899.

Berkley, Hardwick, Huntington,
Chelmsford, Hawley, Wellfleet. — 8.
Deerfield, Heath,
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Bellingham,
1891.

Florida, Truro,
Chester, Granville, AVendell,
Conway, Hancock, \V est Newbury. —
Digkton, Monroe,
Dover, Shutesbury,

Bernardston,
1895.

Longmeadow, Russell,
Carver, Marshfield, Salisbury,
Dartmouth, Montgomery, Sandisfield. — 9.

1896.

Acushnet, Swansea, Hanson. — 4.
East Longmeadow, 

Dennis,
1897.

Somerset, A\rales. — 5.
Dudley, South Hadley,

189$. 190« .

Clarksburg, Dracut,
AVestwood. — 2 Hadley. — 2.

1899. 1901.

Seekonk, New Marlborough,
A\7illiamsburg. _2. Gay Head. — 2.

1903.

Lakeville. — 1.

The above list of 100 towns includes only those public 
libraries which were founded and made free by the gift of $100 
worth of books from the State. The commission has aided in 
the formation of several other libraries which were founded by 
bequest or otherwise.

G rea ter  U sefu ln ess  and F reed o m .
Now that the advantages of a free public library are freely 

available to every man, woman and child in the State, there is 
a quickened interest in all measures for rendering the benefits 
of the library more widely useful.

A general effort is being made to secure a wider distribution 
of books, by the means of the establishment of reading rooms, 
sub-stations and deliveries, by loaning books to clubs, engine 
houses and manufactories, as well as by distribution to and
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through the schools, and other special means which may be 
possible in individual towns. The two-book system quite 
generally prevails where the supply will allow, and especially 
in the rural towns a larger number of books are allowed to be 
taken at one time, and the time for which they are loaned is 
frequently extended. The tendency also is to remove the age 
limit, so that children may take books as soon as they can 
appreciate and care for them. Every year the library is more 
intimately and usefully related to school work, and the teachers 
are given almost unlimited opportunity to use the resources of 
the library to aid in their school work. The purchases of the 
library include special provision of books for the schools, from 
the kindergarten to those useful in all the higher grades. The 
demand for more useful books and of a higher grade of fiction 
is increasing. The open-shelf system is gaining in the small 
libraries, and the methods of administration are becoming sim­
plified and more effective. The preparation of useful bulletins, 
calling attention to the resources of the library, by illustra­
tions of the live topics of the day ; the exhibition of pictures 
of noted scenery and works of art ; together with collections 
of birds, flowers and other aids to nature study,— are quite 
common features of the good work, even in the smallest library. 
The marked tendency in all directions of library work is , 
towards the greatest helpfulness and the largest freedom. 
Every person who reads can help his neighbor. The library 
furnishes the resources ; let every patron utilize his experience 
toincrease the interest and enjoyment of others.

The only treasure house open to all is a library ; the only 
wealth which will not decay is knowledge. It is the birthright 
of every citizen of this Commonwealth to share these treasures 
and possess this wealth. The virtue and happiness of the indi­
vidual, the felicity and refinement of the home, the civic and 
material prosperity of the people, are all strengthened by the 
wise administration of the public library.

C. B. TILLINGIIAST,
MABEL SIMPKINS AGASSIZ,
SAMUEL SWETT GREEN,
ELIZABETH P. SOHIER,
DELORAINE P. COREY,

Commissioners.
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N ames of F ree P ublic L ibraries a n d  N ames of 
L ibr arians .

Cities and T owns. N am e of L ib ra ry . N am e of L ib ra rian .

A bing ton  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . M ary O tis  N ash .
A cton  M em orial L ib ra ry , . A r th u r  F . D av is.
A cushnet F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . E lsie  Collins.
A dam s F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , L u cy  C. R ichm ond.
A gaw am  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . E m m a F . P yne.
A lfo rd  F ree  T ow n L ib ra ry , M rs. R achael E . P lo ss.
A m eebu ry  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . A lice C . F o l Ians bee.
A m h ers t 'Public L ib ra ry , M ary A . R obinson.

Forth Amherst, N orth  A m h ers t P ub lic  L ib r a r y , . E s th e r  L . H ask in s .
M em orial H a ll L ib rary , B allard  H olt.
B radlee L ib ra ry , . . . . H ow ell F . W ilson .
R obb ins L ib rary , . . . . E liza b e th  J .  N ew ton .

A shburnham , A sh b u rn h am  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , L ona M. D avis.
S outh  A shbu rnham  L ib ra ry , M rs. F . Z. H ow e.
A sh b y  Tow n L ib ra ry , . E liza  A . K endall.
A shfield L ib ra ry  A ssociation , . J u l ia  A . W illia ras .
A sh land  P ub lic  L ib rary , M rs. E m ily  F . B . M etcalf.
A tho l F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. M ercie S. D oane.

Attleborough, A ttleborough  P ublic  L ib ra ry , L e tit ia  S . A llen .
A uburn  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , Jo s ie  E .  P ro u ty .
A von P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . H . W allace B lanchard .
A y e r L ib ra ry ..................................... M ay M. F le tch er.

Barnstable, . S tu rg is  L ib ra ry , . . . . E lizab e th  C. N ye.
Cenireville, Cenireville F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry  

A ssociation .
E u n ice  H alle tt.

C o tu it L ib ra ry , . . . . A deline F . B earse.
Hyannia, . H vann is  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . E lfr id a  J .  B rad fo rd .
Maratón's Mills, M arston’s Mills L ib ra ry , L illie  B ackus.
Osterville, O sterv ille  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . M rs. M aurice G . C rocker.

Barre, . . . . B arre  Tow n L ib ra ry , . C arrie  E . Read.
Becket, . . . . B ecket A thenæ um , M rs. E liz a  M illard.
Bedford, B edford  F re e  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , F an n ie  A . W ood .
Belchertown, C lapp M em orial L ib ra ry , . L y d ia  A . B arton .
Bellingham, . B ellingham  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , S ara  T . R ock w ood.
Belmont, B elm ont P ublic  L ib ra ry , A d a  T h u rs to n .
Berkley, B erk ley  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , J u l ia  R . B u rt.
Berlin, . . . . B erlin  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , A lice  E . B abcock.
Bernardston, C ushm an  L ib ra ry , M rs. C. R . H ills.
B e v e r l y , B everly  P ublic  L ib ra ry , M artha  P . S m ith .
Billerica. B en n e tt P ub lic  L ib ra ry , F ann ie  S. P aige.

Talbot Mills, . T alb o t L ib ra ry , . . . . L illie  B ottom ly .
Blackstone, . B lackstone P ub lic  L ib r a r y , . T im o th y  E . C u rran .
Blandford, . B landford  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . H attie  P ark s  H errick .
Bolton, . . . . B olton  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , F idelia  C. N ew ton .
B o s t o n , P ublic  L ib ra ry  of the  C ity  of 

B oston.
H orace Gr. W a d lin .

Bour ne , . . . . B ourne F ree  L ib ra ry , . E d ith  F . N icke rson .
Boxborougb, B oxborougb  Free P ub lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. H . L . P rie s t.
Boxford, B oxford  P ublic  L ib ra ry , G ra tu ito u s  serv ices of d ifferent 

lad ies.
West Boxford, . W e st B oxford  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . | K a th a rin e  G . P erley .

Boylston, B oylston  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , G eorge L . W rig h t.
T h a y e r P ub lic  L ib ra ry , A bbie M. A rno ld .

B rew ster, | B re w s te r  L a d ie s ’ L ib ra ry  A sso ­
ciation.

E m ily  R ow e.

B ridgew ater, B rid g ew a te r P ub lic  L ib ra ry , | L uc ia  L . C h ris tian .
Brim field P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . M. A nna T a rb e ll.
B rockton  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 1 C larence W . A y er.
M errick  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , , E liza  R . H obbs.
P u b lic  L ib ra ry  of B rookline, L o u isa  M. H ooper.

j B uck land  P ub lic  C hurch  L ib ra ry , ] C harles W . T ro w .
B urling ton  T ow n L ib ra ry , . j F lo rence I . F o ste r.

1 C am bridge P ub lic  L ib r a ry , . ! W illiam  L . R . G ifford.
Canton, . C anton P u b lic  L ib rary , L u cy  D . D ow nes.
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Names o f Free Public Libraries and Names o f Librarians — Con.

Cit ies  and T owns. N am e of L ib ra ry . N am e of L ib rarian .

Carlisle, G leason F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , M ary A . G reen.
C arver, . . . . C arver F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. B ernice E . B arrow s.
C harlem ont, . C harlem ont F ree  T ow n L ib ra ry , L izzie  M. T em ple .
C harlton , C harlton  F ree  P ublic  L ib ra ry , . M rs. H attie  L. C arpenter.
C hatham , C hatham  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . F lorence H owes Bond.
C helm sford , . A dam s L ib ra ry , . . . . C harles H. G reenleaf.

North Chelmsford, . N o rth  C helm sford  L ib ra ry  A sso- E m m a J .  G ay.

Chelsea ,
ciation.

F itz  P ub lic  L ib rary , M edora Je n n e tt Sim pson.
C heshire , C hesh ire  L ib ra ry  A ssociation , . E m m a E . M artin .
C hester, C heste r P ub lic  L ib ra ry , 

C hesterfield  F ree  Public L ib ra ry ,
G race E . A lvord.

C hesterfield , M rs. H ugh B. G ray .
Chicopee , . C hicopee C ity L ib ra ry , A nne A . Sm ith .
C hilm ark , C hilm ark  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . F lorence B. M ayhew .
C lark sbu rg , . C la rk sbu rg  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , R obert S. M cK ay.
Clinton, Bigelow  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , C harlo tte  L . G reene.
C ohasset, P au l P ra t t  M em orial L ib ra ry , S arah  B. Collier.
C olrain, C olrain F ree L ib ra ry , . K atherine  Holton Cram .
Concord, Concord F ree  P ub lic  L ib rary , H elen W hitney  K elley.
Conw ay, C onw ay P ub lic  L ib ra ry , G race Pease.
C ottage C ity, C ottage C ity F ree  P ublic  L ib ra ry , Jo sep h in e  G allagher.
C um m ington, B ry an t F ree  L ib ra ry , . Lorenzo H . Tow er.
D alton , . . . . D alton  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. M. E . D avison.
D ana, . . . . D ana F ree P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . S usan E . Stevens.

North Dana, D ana F ree  P ublic  L ib ra ry , . M rs. A . W . Slate.
D anvers, P eabody In s titu te  L ib ra ry , . M rs. E m ilie  D. P atch .
D artm o u th , . D artm ou th  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , M ary A . T ucker.

South Dartmouth, . S ou thw orth  L ib ra ry , . H en ry  M. W alker.
D edham , D edham  P ub lic  L ib rary , F rances M. M ann.
D eerfield , S outh  D eerfield F ree  P ub lic  Li- F lo ra  E . M entor.

D eerfield ,
b rary .

D ickinson L ib ra ry , R o b ert Telton Sibley.
Pocumtuck Val l ey L ibrary  of the  Pocum tuck  V alley G eorge Sheldon.

Association. 
D en n is ..............................

M em orial A ssociation.
Jacob  Sears M em orial L ib ra ry , . M rs. N athan  Sears.

D igh ton , D ighton  F ree  P ublic  L ib rary , D w igh t F . Lane.
D ouglas, Simon F airfield  P ublic  L ib rary , A lice E . L u th e r .
D over, . . . . D over Tow n L ib ra ry , . A lm a C hickering .
D racu t, . . . . D racu t P ub lic  L ib ra ry , A m y H . G oodhue.
D udley , D udley  F ree  Public L ib ra ry , L ouise E asterb rook .
D unstab le , . D unstab le  F ree  P ub lic  L ib r a ry , . M rs. L izzie A . Sw allow .
D ux b u ry , D u x bury  F ree  L ib ra ry , S ara A . H iggins.
E a s t B ridgew ater, E a s t  B ridgew ater P ub lic  L ib ra ry , L ucy  L . Siddall.
E a sth am , E astham  F ree P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . M rs. H erb ert C. C lark .
E astham p ton , P ub lic  L ib ra ry  A ssociation, D orcas C hapin M iller.
E a s t Longm eadow , E a s t L ongm eadow  P ub lic  Li- M ary R . M cIntosh.

E a sto n , . . . .
b rary .

A m es F ree  L ib ra ry , M ary L . L am prey .
E dg a rto w n , . E dgartow n  F ree  Public L ib ra ry , E un ice  C. R ip ley .
E g rem o n t, . E g rem on t F ree  L ib ra ry , 

Enfield L ib rary  A ssociation ,
M argare t O’N eil.

Enf i e l d, . . . . A da L . H arw ood.
E rv in g , . . . . E rv in g  T ow n L ib rary , M rs. W . G . W alkup .

Miller's Falls, . E rv ing  T ow n L ib ra ry , M rs. W  . A . B u tm an .
E sse x ................................. T . 0 .  H . P . B u rnham  P ub lic  L i­

b ra ry .
F red erick  E . P arlin  M em orial Li-

Jen n ie  II . W oodm an.

E verett , E llen  L . Johnson .

Glendale, .
b ra ry .

S h u te  M em orial L ib rary , E . L eona L yd iard .
F airhaven , . T h e  M illicent L ib rary , D rew  B. H all.
F all R iv er , F a ll R iver P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . W illiam  R . B allard .
F a lm ou th , F alm outh  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . C lara L . D avis.

West Falmouth, W e st F alm ou th  L ib rary , A lb e rt S. Bow erm an.
Woods Hole, W oods H ole L ib ra ry , . Jo se p h  W alsh .

F itchburg , . F itc h b u rg  P ub lic  L ib rary , . G eorge E . N utting .
F lo rid a , F lo rid a  F ree  L ib ra ry , . M rs. E . J .  W hitcom b.
F oxborough , B oyden L ib ra ry , . . . . M ary D . T o rrey .
F ram ingham , F ram in g h am  T ow n L ib ra ry , E m m a L . C larke.
F ran k lin , F ran k lin  L ib ra ry  A ssociation , . M rs. E lla  G . Cam pbell.
F ree to w n , G uilfo rd  H . H athaw ay  L ib rary , M. F lorence D ean.

East Freetown, E a s t F reetow n  C irculating  L i­
b ra ry .

Levi 11 eyw ood M em orial L ib ra ry ,

E . W . L aw rence.

G ardner, E llen  B. C ram ton.
G ay  H ead, . G ay H ead P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . H a rry  G . Reed.
G eorgetow n, G eorgetow n P eabody  L ib ra ry , . S arah  T . N oyes.
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Gill, •Riverside, . 
Gloucester, 

Magnolia,
Goshen,
Gosnold,
Grafton,
Granby,
Granville,
Great Barrington, 
Greenfield, . 
Greenwich, . 
Groton,
Grovelaud, .

South Grovelaud, 
Hadlev,
Halifax,
Hamilton,
Hampden,
Hancock,
Hanover,
Hanson, South, . 
Hanson, North, . 
Hardwick, 
Hardwick, . 

Gilbertville,
Harvard,
Harwich,
Hatfield,
Have rhill, . 
Hawley,

West Ilaicley, . 
Heath, .
Hingham,

Nuntaxket,
Hinsdale,

Holbrook,
Holden,
Holland,
Holliston, 
Holyoke, . 
Hopedale, 
Ilopkinton, . 
Hubbardston, 
H udson,
Hull, . 
H untington, .
Hyde P ark, . 
Ipswich,
Kingston,

Lakeville, 
Lancaster, 
Lanesborough, 
Lawrence, .
Lee,
Leicester,
Lenox, . 
Leom inster, . 
Leverett,

North Leverett, . 
Lexington, . 
Leyden,
Lincoln,
Littleton,
Longm eadow ,
L owell,
Ludlow, 
L unenburg , . 
Lynn , .
Lynn field, 
Malden ,
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| G ill F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . 
i G ill F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , .
! S aw yer F ree L ib ra ry , .

M agnolia L ib rary ,
1 G oshen F ree  Public L ib rary ,
; G osnold F ree  P ublic  L ib ra ry , 

G rafton  F ree  P ublic  L ib ra ry , 
G ranby F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , 
G ranville F ree  P ub lic  L ib rary , 
G reat B arring ton  F ree  L ib rary , 
G reenfield F ree  L ib ra ry , 
G reenw ich P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . 
G roton  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , 
G rovelaud P ub lic  L ib ra ry , .
H ale L ib rary , 

i I lad ley  F ree  L ib rary , .
Holm es P ub lic  L ib rary ,
H am ilton P ublic  L ib ra ry , . 
H am pden F ree  P ub lic  L ib rary , 
H ancock P ub lic  L ib rary ,
Jo h n  C urtis F ree  L ib ra ry , . 
W am patuck  L ib rary , .
H anson F ree Public L ib rary , 
H ardw ick  F ree  Tow n L ib rary ,
E . R . Paige L ib rary , .
G eorge H . G ilbert M anufactur 

I ing C om pany’s L ib ra ry . 
H arvard  P ub lic  L ib rary , 
B roadbrooks Free L ib rary , 
H atfield Public L ib rary ,
H averhill P ub lic  L ib rary , . 
H aw ley Free P ublic  L ib ra ry , 
H aw ley F ree P ub lic  L ib rary , 
H eath  F ree Public L ib rary , 
H ingham  Public L ib ra ry , . 
X an tasket Public L ib ra ry , . 
H insdale P ub lic  L ib ra ry  Asso- 

! ciation.
I H olbrook P ub lic  L ib rary ,
| G ale F ree L ib rary ,
' H ollaud P ub lic  L ib ra ry , 

H olliston P ub lic  L ib ra ry , 
H olyoke P ub lic  L ib ra ry , 
B ancroft M em orial L ib ra ry  
H opkinton P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,

, : H ubbardston  P ub lic  L ib rar 
, H udson P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,

. 1 H ull School L ib ra ry , .

. | H unting ton  F ree  P ublic  L ib rary  

. H yde P a rk  P ub lic  L ib r a ry , .

. Ip sw ich  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,

. F red eric  C . A d am s P ub lic  L i 
b ra ry .

. L akeville  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , .

. L ancaste r T ow n L ib ra ry , .

. L anesborough T ow n  L ib ra ry ,

. Law rence F ree  P ub lic  L ib rary ,

. L ee  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,

. L e iceste r P ub lic  L ib ra ry , .

. L enox L ib ra ry , . .
L eom inste r P ub lic  L ib rary ,

. L evere tt F ree P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,

. L evere tt F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,

. C ary  L ib ra ry , .
. Leyden  F ree  P ub lic  L ib rary ,
. L incoln P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
. R euben H oar L ib ra ry ,
. Longm eadow  T ow n L ib ra ry ,
. C ity L ib rary  of Low ell,
. H ubbard  M em orial L ib ra ry ,
. L unenbu rg  P ub lic  L ib rary ,
. Lynn Free Public L ib ra ry , .
. Lynnfield P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
. i M alden P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,

N am e of L ib ra rian .

M rs. W illiam  F ran k lin . 
F rank  D . Jo n es .
R achel S. W ebber.
E lizab e th  T . T h o rn ton . 
W inn ie  A . D resse r.
B e rth a  ¡3. S tetson .
M abel L. H ow e.
C ora II. K ellogg.
Mabel Root.
E m m a W . Sheldon.
May A sh ley .
H elen 1. K evins.
E m m a F . Blood.
A lice L . Q uim by.

G eorge C. M arsh  
Jam e s  T . T hom as.
M rs. G race C. S tone.
M rs. Jo h n  Q. A dam s.
D anie l S hepardson .
A lice  L. B ailey.
M rs. A bby  F . P hillips.
M ary J .  D rew .
H annah R . S pooner.
H annah  R. S pooner.
A lfred  H . R ichardson .

M rs. E s te lle  E . C lark .
L u lu  B .T obey .
Jo h n  I I .  Sanderson.
J o h n  G ran t M oulton.
M rs. F lo rence S. B issell. 
M rs. W illis  V incent.
H en ry  K irk  S m ith .
Ila w k es  F earing .
M a ry  W . C lark .
Jam e s  H osm er.

Zenas A . F rench .
M rs. A ddie M. H olden.
M rs. B ertha  L . H ow lett.

! Jo sep h in e  E . Rock w ood. 
F rank  G renell W illcox. 
H a rr ie t B. S ornborger.
Sadie B. S tew art.
L ucy II. G rim es.
G race M. W hittem ore .
T h e  T h re e  T ru s te e s .
M rs. A E . M unson. 
E lizabeth  A insw orth .
L yd ia A . Caldw ell.
M rs. J en n ie  F . M cLauthlen.

F ran k  J .  H all.
V irg in ia  M. K eyes.
B essie  E . Cum m ings. 
W illiam  A . W a lsh .
M ary S tallm an.
M ary W . W arren .
A nna L ouise W hite . 
F lorence E th e l W heeler. 
M rs. W . P . A m es.
M rs. S . S. G raves.
M arian P . K irk land .
M rs. E . S. W hitcom b. 
L yd ia  J .  Chapin.
S arah  F . W hite .
K atherine  C. G ates. 
F rederick  A . Chase.
M ary A dam s B iru ie .
L . F rances Jo n es .
J o h n  C. H ough ton . 
E lizabeth  W . G reen. 
L izzie A . W illiam s.
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M anchester, . M anchester P ublic  L ib rary , D elucena L . B ingham .
M ansfield, M ansfield P ub lic  L ib rary , . Ida F . H odges.

A bbot Public L ib ra ry , M ary G erry  Brow n.
M arion, T ab er L ib ra ry , . . . . Mary E. A llen.
Marlborough, . M arlborough P ublic  L ib ra ry , 

V en tress  F ree  P ub lic  L ib rary , .
S arah  E . Cotting.

M arshfield, . Jo sh u a  T . Baker.
Marshfield Hills, C lift R ogers F ree  P ub lic  L ib rary , L . S. R ichards.

M ashpee, M ashpee P ub lic  L ib ra ry , C lara Collins.
M attapoisett, M attapoisett F ree P ublic  L ib rary , C lara F . Sherm an.
M aynard, M aynard P ub lic  L ib rary , Mrs. Sarah F. N ym an.
M edfield, M edfield Public L ib rary , L ucretia  M. Johnson .
Med fo rd , . M edford P ub lic  L ib ra ry , M ary E .S a rg e n t.
M edw ay, West, . 

Medway Village., .
M edw ay F ree  Public L ib ra ry , . M rs. A nna Fales.
D ean L ib ra ry , . . . .  
M elrose P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,

B ertha  E . N ew ell.
Melro se , C arrie  M. W orthen .
M endon, T a ft P ub lic  L ib rary , A nnie E . K insley.
M errim ac, M errim ac P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . Louise C. B rackett.
M ethuen, N evins M em orial L ib rary , . H a rr ie t L . C rosby.
M iddleborough, . M iddleborough P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . M rs. A delaide Iv. T hatcher.
M iddlefield, . M iddlefield Public L ib ra ry , M etca lf J .  Sm ith.
M iddleton, . F lin t P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . Sam uel A. F letcher.
M ilford, M ilford T ow n L ib rary , N athan ie l F . B lake.
M illbury, M illbury  T ow n L ib ra ry , C arolyn C. W aters .
M illis, . . . . M illis F ree  P ublic  L ib rary , M rs. A nnie M acdonough.
M ilton, . . . . M ilton Public L ib rary , G ertru d e  E . Forrest.
M onroe, M onroe F ree  P ub lic  L ib rary , M rs. W . L . A llen .
M onson, M onson F ree  L ib ra ry  and R ead­

ing  Room  A ssociation .
N ellie F. S quier.

M ontague, . M ontague P ublic  L ib ra ry , . K ate A . A rm strong .
Turner's Falls, M ontague P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  

T u rn e r ’s F alls  B ranch.
N . P . Farw ell.

M onterey, M onterey F ree  L ib ra ry , J .  L . T ryon .
M ontgom ery, M ontgom ery F ree  Public L ib rary , M rs. D. L. A llyn .
M ount W ash ing ton , . M ount W ash ing ton  P ub lic  L i­

b rary .
H ow ard D  Lam son.

N ahant, N ah an t P ublic  L ib ra ry , May W . Perkins.
N an tucket, . N an tucket A them eum , S arah  F. B arnard .
N atick , . . . . M orse In s titu te  L ib rary , Mira R . P artridge .

South Natick,, . Bacon F ree  L ib ra ry , M rs. A delaide W illiam s.
N eedham , N eedham  F ree  P ublic  L ib ra ry , . R ie lla  J .  D unn
N ew  A shford , N ew  A sh fo rd  P ublic  L ib rary , . G eorge 11. H alfacre.
N ew  Bedfo rd , . F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry  of th e  C ity 

of N ew  Bedford.
G eorge H . T rip p .

N ew  B rain tree , . N ew  B rain tree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . C arrie  F  Bush.
N ew buryport, . N ew b u ry p o rt P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . Jo h n  D. Parsons.
N ew  M arlborough, N ew  M arlborough P ub lic  L i­

b rary .
Rev. E dw in  C. G illette.

N ew  Salem , . N ew  Salem  P ublic  L ib ra ry , W in ifred  Cogswell.
N ew ton , N ew ton F ree L ib ra ry , . E lizabeth  P. T hu rs ton .

N orfo lk  P ublic  L ib ra ry , W alter L . Sykes.
N orth A dams, . N o rth  A dam s F ree  P ublic  L i­

b rary .
Mabel T em ple.

Black inton. O scar A . A rch er B ranch, O scar A. A rcher.
N o rth  A ndover, N orth  A ndover P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . H annah J .  Q uealy.
N orth  A ttlebo rough , . R ichards M em orial L ib ra ry , L e d a J .  Thom pson.
N o rth  B rookfield, N o rth  Brookfield F ree  P ub lic  L i­

b ra ry  and Reading Room.
H arrie t B . Gooch.

N o rth  R ead ing , . F lin t M em orial L ib ra ry , 
N ortham p ton  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,

A ddie W . Gowing.
N orthampton, . S. D . Kellogg.
N orthampton, . F orbes L ib ra ry , . . . . -

Florence, L illy  F ree  L ib ra ry , M ary A. F u ller.
N orthbo  rough, N orthbo rough  F ree  L ib rary , M . Evelyn  P otter.
N orthb ridge , W h itin sv ille  Social L ib rary , M rs. W illiam  II. F uller.
N orth fie ld , . D ickinson M em orial L ib rary , M rs. F . J .  S tockbridge.
N orton , . . . . N orton  Public L ib ra ry , E m ily  A . T itu s .
N orw ell, Jam e s  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , J o se p h  F . M erritt.
N orw ood, M orrill M emorial L ib ra ry , . J a n e  A. H ew ett.
O akham , O akham  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . F ran k  E . D avis.
O range, O range F ree  Public L ib rary , G race H. D aw ley.
O rleans, T h e  Snow  L ibrary , H iram  M yers.
O tis , . . . . F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry  of O tis, M rs. O live J .  D avison.
O xford, O xford F ree  P ublic  L ib ra ry , M rs. M aria ( ’. Maun.
P alm er, Y oung  M en’s L ib ra ry  A ssocia­

tion.
H arold M. D eau.
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Paxton, . . . . Pax ton  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , A nna E . W oodruff.
Peabody, P eabody In s titu te  L ib rary , L ym an P. O sborn .
Peabody, E beu D ale S u tton  R eference L i­

b rary .
A u g u sta  F . D anie ls.

Pelham, P elham  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , M ary A . K eith .
Pem broke, . P em broke F ree  L ib ra ry , E d en  F. Cox.

Bryan tville , Cobb M em orial L ib ra ry , M rs. .1 ulia M orton.
Pepperell, P ep p ered  P ublic  L ib ra ry , . M rs. M. F annie S hattuck .
Peru, . . . .  
Petersham , . 
Phillipston, .

F ree  P ublic  L ib ra ry  of P eru , M attie H athaw ay .
P e te rsham  M em orial L ib ra ry , F anny  P rince .
P h illip s  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. T in a  11. Chaffin.

Pittsfield , B erksh ire  A thenæ um , . lla r la n  II. B allard.
Plainfield, Plainfield  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . A nna M. K ing.
Plym outh, . P lym ou th  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . N ellie T hom as.

North Plym outh , L oring  Reading Room,
P lym pton  Free P ub lic  L ib ra ry , .

S ara C. V an  de C arr.
Plym pton, . J o h n  Sherm an.
Prescott, P resco tt F ree  P ublic  L ib ra ry , . l le n ry  L . B erry .
Princeton, P rince ton  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . S usie  A . D avis.
Provincetowu, P rovincetow u P ublic  L ib ra ry , . A bb ie Cook P u tnam .
Quincy,
Randolph,

T hom as C rane P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . A m elia L. B um pus.
T u rn e r  F ree  L ib ra ry , . Dr. C harles C. F arnham .

Raynham,
North Kaynham ,

R avnham  F ree  L ib ra ry , L ucy W . T hom pson .
N orth  R aynham  L ib ra ry  A ssoci­

ation .
M rs. M ary 11. B arton .

Reading, R ead ing  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , 
T h e  B landing L ib ra ry ,

L izzie  S Cox.
Rehoboth, N ettie  E a rle .
Revere, . . . .  
Richmond, .

R evere P ub lic  L ib ra ry , H arrie t T . Fenno.
F ree  P ublic  L ib ra ry  of R ich ­

m ond.
A bbie E . B arnes.

Rochester, . F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . S arah  xY. H askell.
Rockland,
Rockport,

R ockland Public L ib ra ry , . A ngela W . C ollins.
R ockpo rt P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . E lsie  M. D ann.

Pigeon Core, . P igeon Cove L ib ra ry , . L illie xYspegren.
Rowe, Row e T ow n L ib ra ry , . M rs. xYlice E . N ew ell.
Rowley, R ow ley F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , C atharine  N . M ighill.
Royalston, . R aym ond P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . M rs. E m eline E . M ackenzie.
Russell, R usse ll F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. M. B. Shelley.
Rutland, R utland  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. E . J .  P ro u ty .
Salem............................. S alem  P ub lic  L ib rary , G ard n er M. Jo n es
Salisbury, S alisbu ry  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . H annah B us w ell Coffin.
Sandisfield, . Sandisfield F ree  P ublic  L ib ra ry , C arrie  M. B arke r.
Sandwich, S andw ich F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . A nnie A. R ogers
Saugus, S augus F ree  P ub lic  L ib rary , E m m a E . N ew hall.
Savoy, . . . . Savoy F ree  P ub lic  L ib rary , W illiam  F Briggs.
Scituate, S atu it L ib ra ry , . . . . B lanche C. G ardner.

North Scituate , P eirce M em orial L ib ra ry , . M rs. S arah  J .  M arsh.
Seekonk, S eekonk F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , E dna T . Lane.
Sharon, . . . . Sharon P ub lic  L ib ra ry , E m m a A . B aker.
Sheffield, Sheffield F ree  T ow n L ib rary , G ertru d e  S. G leason.
Shelburne, S helbu rne  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . M ercy A. A nderson.

Shelburne Falls-, A rm s L ib ra ry .................................... D anie l W . W ilcox.
Sherborn, S herbo rn  T ow n L ib ra ry , M. N ellie C lark .
Shirley, S h irley  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , E ste lle  E  E ly .
Shrew sbury , S h rew sbu ry  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , M abel E  K now lton .
S hutesbury , . S hu tesb u ry  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , M ary L . C lark.
Somerset, S om erset F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . M yra B abbitt.
Somerville, Som erville P ub lic  L ib ra ry , Sam  W a lte r  F oss.
South H adley, S outh  H adley P ublic  L ib ra ry , . M rs. Jo h n  B urnett.

South Hadley Falls, South H adley P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . C arrie  E . B ardw ell.
Southam pton, Sou tham pton  L ib ra ry  A ssocia­

tion .
E va M. G rid ley .

Southborougli, F ay  L ib r a r y , ..................................... F rancena  E . B uck.
Southbridge, S ou thbridge  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , E lla  E . M iersch.
Southw ick, . F ree P ub lic  L ib ra ry  of S o u th ­

wick.
W . B . H ard ing .

Spencer, R ichard  Sugden P ub lic  L ib ra ry , N ellie A. C u tter.
Sprin g field , C ity L ib ra ry  A ssocia tion  of* 

S pringfield.
H iller C. \N oilman.

Sterling, S terling  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , M ary D P eck .
S tockbridge, T h e  S tockbridge L ib ra ry  A sso ­

ciation.
C aroline P. W eds.

Stoneham , Stoneham  F ree P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . M rs. I I . M arilla Boyce.
Stoughton, . S toughton P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . M A lice B urnham .
Stow , . . . . R andall M em orial L ib ra ry , . S usan  M. L aw rence .
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S tu rb ridge , . Jo sh u a  H yde P ub lic  L ib ra ry , M rs H orace M. Locke.
S udbury , T h e  G oodnow  L ib rary , M ary L. C u tter.
Sunderland, . S underland P ub lic  L ib rary , A bbie T . M ontague.
S u tton , . . . . S u tton  F ree  L ib ra ry , . S arah  M. M ills.

Manchaug, S u tton  F ree  L ib ra ry , . F rancis T resco tt.
South Sutton, . S u tton  F ree  L ib ra ry , . M rs. M ary L . L ittlefield .
West Sutton, S utton  F ree  L ib ra ry , . Ja so n  W aters .
Wilkinsonville, S u tton  F ree  L ib ra ry , . A u g u sta  H oughton.

S w am pscott, Sw am psco tt P ub lic  L ib ra ry , S. L ouise H onors.
Sw ansea, S w ansea F ree  Public L ib ra ry , . Ju lia  It. W ellington.
T aunton, T aun ton  P ublic  L ib rary , Jo sh u a  E ddy  Crane.
T em ple ton , . Boynton P ub lic  L ib ra ry , H en ry  F . L ane.
T e w k sb u ry , . T e w k sb u ry  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , L ouisa M. B laisdell.
T isb u ry , V ineyard  H aven L ib ra ry , . Mabel T . T ilton .
To lland , T olland F ree  L ib ra ry , . W ilb ert M unn.
T opsfield , 
T ow nsend , .

Topsfield  T ow n L ib ra ry , A lb ert M. Dodge.
T ow nsend  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . M rs. E velyn  L . W arren .

T ru ro , . . . . I’ru ro  T ow n L ib ra ry , . M rs. Laurena A . R yder.
T y n gsbo rough , . T yngsborough  P ublic  L ib ra ry , . E llen  L yd ia  Perham .
T y rin g h am , . T y ringham  F ree  P ublic  L ib rary , L ucy  M. Moore.
U p ton , . . . . Upton T ow n L ib rary , . Mrs. L au ra  C. Sadler.
U xbridge, T h a y er M em orial L ib ra ry , . Beatrice Putnam .
W akefield , . Beebe T ow n L ib rary , . M rs. H a rr ie t A . Shepard.
W ales , . . . . W ales P ub lic  L ib rary , A nna P. T hom pson.
W alpo le, W alpole P ub lic  L ib rary , Ida  J .  P helps.
W altham, . W altham  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . M rs. M ary E . Bill.
W a re .................................. Y oung M en’s L ib ra ry  A ssocia­

tion.
H arrie t B . H ayden.

W ar eh am, W areham  F ree  L ib ra ry , M rs. H a rrie t P . H arlow .
W arren , W arren  P ub lic  L ib rary , Jo se p h  G. H astings.
W arw ick , W arw ick  F ree L ib rary , C lara A. Jones .
W atertosvn, . F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry  of W ater- 

tow n.
Solon F . W hitney .

W ay  land, W ay  land T ow n L ib rary , M argaret E . W heeler.
W e b ste r, W e b ste r P ub lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. Phoebe It. K ingsbu ry .
W ellesley , . W ellesley  F ree  L ib rary , J u lia  F. Jenn ings .
W ellfleet, F ree P ub lic  L ib ra ry  of W ell- 

fleet.
M rs. K ate  E . B row n.

W endell, W endell F ree  L ib ra ry , 
W enliam  Public L ib rary , .

Ju lia  D eW olf K avana.
W en liam , . . . Benjam in II. Conant.
W e st B oylston , . W est B oylston Public L ib ra ry , . E dna C. Baldw in.
W e st B ridgew ater, W e st B ridgew ater Public L i­

b ra ry .
M ary L . P erk in s .

W est Brookfield, M erriam  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , F lo rence A . Joh n so n .
W e st N ew bury , . W est N ew bury  P ublic  L ib ra ry , . C aroline C arr.
W e st Springfield, W est Springfield P ublic  L ib ra ry , D aniel Gr. W hite .
W est S tockbridge, W est S tockbridge F ree L ib ra ry , F rances J .  E dw ards .
W e st T isb u ry , . W e st T isb u ry  F ree  P ub lic  L i­

b rary .
C yrus M anter.

W estboroug li, W estborough P ub lic  L ib ra ry , M artha J .  E astm an .
W estfield , W estfield  A thenaeum , . H erb ert W . D enio.
W estfo rd , J .  V . F le tcher L ib ra ry , M ary P . Bunce.
W estliam pton , R eun ion  L ib ra ry  of W estham p- 

ton.
G eorge E . K n igh t.

W estm inste r, W estm in ste r Tow n L ib ra ry , M ary B elle Ilager-
W eston , W eston  T ow n L ib rary , Maud M. P ennook.
W estpo rt, W e s tp o rt F ree  P ub lic  L ib rary , . A nn ie It. H ow land.
W estw ood , . W estw ood Public L ib rary , . A nnie L. R ichardson.
W eym ou th , . T h e  T u fts  L ib ra ry , C aroliue A. B lanchard .

South Weymouth, . Fogg M em orial L ib rary , R u th  C. T ow er.
W liately , W liately P ub lic  L ib rary , E lla  L . E lder.
W hitm an , AYliitman P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . E llena  S. S pilsted .
W ilb rah am , . F ree  Public L ib ra ry , . M innie M. M organ.
W illiam sbu rg , M eekins M em orial L ib ra ry , A da M. C handler.

Iiaydenmlle, Ilaydenv ille  F ree  L ib ra ry , . C harles A . P h illip s .
W illiam stow n, W illiam stow n Public L ib ra ry , . L ucy  F. C u rtis.

So uth Williamstown, South W illiam stow n P ub lic  L i­
b rary .

M rs. L ucy T o rre y  Sanford.

W ilm ing ton , W ilm ing ton  P ub lic  L ib rary , A nna T . Sheldon.
W inchendon, W inchendon P ub lic  L ib rary , M rs. Sylv ia M. M anzer.
W in ch este r, . W inchester P ub lic  L ib ra ry , C ora A . Q uim by.
W indso r, W indso r F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . A gatha  B icknell.
W iu tlirop , . W in th rop  P ub lic  L ib rary , . B essie F . Cordes.
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Cities and T owns. N am e o f L ib ra ry . N am e o f L ib ra rian .

W o b u rn  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , W illiam  R . C u tter.
Worcester, F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry  of th e  City 

of W orcester.
S am uel S. G reen .

Worthington, W orth ing ton  F ree  L ib ra ry , K atharine  M. Rico.
W ren th am  P ub lic  L ib rary , . Mary A . Sm ith .
Y arm outh  L ib rary  A ssociation, . M rs. L yd ia  C. M atthew s.

South Y a r m o u t h , . S outh  Y arm outh  L ib ra ry , . T . F . B aker.
West Yarmouth, W e st Y arm o u th  L ib ra ry , . M rs. C ordelia  C . B aker.





A - P P E N D I X  I I .

B O L L  O F  H O N O R

L ist of G iter s  of F r e e  P ublic L ibrary 

B o l d in g s  ix  M assachusetts.





GIVERS OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY BUILDINGS IN MASSACHUSETTS.
Acton, 
Amesburt, . 
Amherst, N orth 
Andover, . 
Arlington,

Ashburnham,
Ashbt,
Ashland, . 
Athol, .
Ayer, . 
Barnstable, 
Barre, .
Becket,
Belchertown,
Belmont,
Bernardston,
Billerica, .
Blandford,

Bolton,
Bourne,

Braintree,
Brimfield,

Brookfield,
Cambridge,
Canton,
Carlisle, .
Charlemont,
Chatham, .
Chelmsford,
CHEL9EA,
Clinton,
Cohasset, .
Concord,
Conway,

Cummington,
Dalton,

. G ift of H on. W illiam  A . W ilde  o f M alden.

. B equest of M ary A . B arnard  and o thers.

. M ainly the  g ift of citizens.

. G ift of citizens.

. G ift of M rs. M aria C. R obbins of B rooklyn, N . Y ., as a m em orial 

of he r husband.
. G ift of G eorge F. Stevens.
. G ift of Edw in C hapm an of Boston.
. G ift of A ndrew  Carnegie.
. G ift of A ndrew  Carnegie.
. G ift of F rederick  F . A y er of N ew  Y ork .
. G ift of H on. W illiam  S tu rg is  of Boston.
. G ift of H enry  W oods of Boston.
. G ift of M iss B lanche P erkins, as a m em orial of he r paren ts .
. B equest of Jo h n  Francis C lapp.
. G ift of H enry  O. U nderw ood.
. G ift of H on. H enry  W . C ushm an.
. G ift of M rs. Jo sh u a  B ennett.

. G ift of M rs. Joseph ine  E . S. P o rte r  of H a rtfo rd , as a m em orial of 
her 6on, E dga r Sheffield P o rter.

. G ift of A nnie E liza  W h itn ey  of L ancaster.
. G ift of Miss E m ily  H . B ourne, as a m em orial of h e r  fa ther, the 

H on. Jo n a th a n  B ourne.
. G ift of G en. Sylvanus T hayer.
. G ift of Jam e s  D anielson  L incoln, as a m em orial of his m other 

and h is  w ife.
. G ift of W illiam  A . B an ister of N ew  Y ork .
. G ift of F rederick  H . R indge of Los A ngeles.
. G ift of A u g u stu s  Ilem enw ay .
. G ift of M rs. Jo an n a  G leason of S udbury .
. G ift of E .  R . G oodnow  and o ther citizens.
. G ift of H on. M arcellus E ld redge.
. G ift of A m os F . A dam s of Boston.
. G ift of H on. E ustace  C. F itz .
. G ift of A ndrew  Carnegie.
. M em orial of P au l P ra tt .
. G ift of W illiam  M unroe.
. G ift of H on . M arshall F ie ld  of Chicago, as a m em orial of his 

pa ren ts .
. G ift of W illiam  Cullen B ryant.
. G ift of th e  Crane fam ily.
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Danvers,
Dartmouth, South, 
D edham ,
De e r f ie l d , . 
De n n is ,
Douglas,

Duxbury,

E ast B ridgew ater, 
E astham, 
E asthampton, 
E aston,
E dgartown,
E ssex , .
E v erett ,
E verett ( Glendale), 
Fairhaven ,

F itchburg , . 
F ra n klin , .

Freetow n , .

Ga rd n er , . 
Georgetown , 
Gloucester, 
Granville ,
Groton,
Hadley ,
H arvard,
Ha t fie l d , . 
Haverhill , . 
H ingham ,
H insdale , . 
H olden ,
H olliston, . 
H olyoke,
H opedale , .

H opkinton , 
H ubbardston, . 
H udson,
I psw ich ,
K ingston , . 
Lancaster, . 
L awrence, . 
L e ic este r , .

Lenox ,
L exington ,

. G ift of G eorge Peabody.

. G ift of Jo h n  H . South w orth  of Springfield.

. B equests and g ifts of citizens.

. B equest of M rs. E s th e r  D ickinson.

. B equest of Jacob  S ears.

. G ift of Jam e s  M. Fairfield  of B oston, as a m em orial of his father 
and m other, Sim on and Phoebe C hurchill Fairfield .

. G ift of M rs. G eorge W . W rig h t, as a m em orial of h e r  son, George 
B uckham  W rig h t.

. G ift of C yrus W ash b u rn  of W ellesley .

. G ift of E astham  V illage Im provem ent Society.

. G ift of M rs. E m ily  G . W illiston .

. G ift of H on. O liver A m es and M rs. S arah  L . A m es.

. G ift of A ndrew  Carnegie.

. B equest of T . O. I I . P . B u rnham  of Boston.
. G ift of A lb e rt M. P arlin , as a m em orial of h is  60D.
. B equest of W illiam  S hute.
. G ift of H en ry  H . and A bbie P . R ogers, as a m em orial of their 

d augh ter, M illicent.
. G ift of H on. R odney W allace.
. G ift of daugh ters of H on. Jo se p h  G . R ay , as a m em orial of their 

fa ther.
. G ift of M rs. E . F lorence H athaw ay  C row ell, as a memorial of her 

fa th er, H on. G uilfo rd  B . H athaw ay .
. G ift of ch ildren  of Levi H eyw ood.
. G ift of G eorge P eabody.
. G ift of Sam uel E . Saw yer.
. G ift of H on. M. B . W hitney  and o thers.
. P a rtly  th e  g ift of M rs. C harlo tte  A . L . S ibley.
. G ift of J o h n  D w igh t and o thers.
. M ainly the  g ift of natives of the  tow n.
. B equest of Sam uel H. D ickinson.
. G ift of H on. E . J .  M. H ale and o ther citizens.
. G ift of H on . A lb e rt F earing .

. G ift of citizens

. G ift of H on . Sam uel C . G ale of M inneapolis.
. G ift of A n d rew  Carnegie.
. G ift of citizens.
. G ift of Jo se p h  B. B ancroft, as a m em orial of h is  w ife, Mrs.

Sylvia T hw iug  B ancroft.
. G ift of natives and res iden ts  of th e  tow n.
. G ift of Jo n as  G . C lark  of W orcester.
. G ift of A ndrew  Carnegie.
. G ift of Capt. A u g u stin e  H eard .
. B equest of F red eric  C. A dam s.
. M ainly th e  g ift of N athan iel T h a y er and h is  sons.
. G ift of M rs. N . G . W h ite  and M iss E . A . 'W hite.
. G ift of L o ry  S. W atson , D r. P liny  E a rle , D avid  E . M erriam  and 

o thers.
. G ift of M rs. A deline E . S cherm erhorn .
. G ift of M rs. M aria C ary.
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Lincoln, . . . .  
Littleton, . . . .

Ludlow, . . . .
Lynn, ..................................
Malden, . . . .

Manchester,
Mansfield ,
Marblehead,
Marion, . . . .  
Marlborough, . 
Marshfield,
Medford, . . . .  
Melrose, . . . .
Methuen................................
Middleborough,
Middleton,
Monson, . . . .

Natick....................................
South Natuk,

Needham...............................
Newburyport, .
Newton, . . . .  
N orth Adams, .

Northampton, .

N orthampton, .
Florence,

N orth Attleborough,

Northborough, .
North Broo kfield , . 
Northfield ,
N orth Reading ,
N orton, .
Norwood, . . . .

Orleans, .
Peabody................................
Pembroke (Bryantoille), . 
P epperell , . . . .
Petersham ,
P ittsfield , . . . .
Plymouth, . . . .
P rinceton, . . . .
P rovincetown, .
Quincy, .
Randolph, . . . .

G ift o f G eorge G rosvenor T a rb e ll.
G ift of ch ild ren  of W illiam  S tevens H ough ton , as a  m em orial of 

th e ir  fa ther.
G ift o f he irs  o f C harles T . H u bbard .
G ift of M rs. E lizab e th  M. S hu te , as  a m em orial of he r husband . 
G ift of l io n . E lish a  S . C onverse and h is  w ife, as a  m em orial of 

th e ir  son.
G ift o f T hom as Je fferson  Coolidge.
G ift of M rs. E liza b e th  F . N oble and o thers.
B equest of B enjam in  A b b o t of Boston.
G ift of M rs. E lizab e th  T a b e r of N ew  B edford .

G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
B equest of S eth  J .  V en tress .
G ift of T h a tch er M agoun.
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
G ift of he irs  of D avid N evins.
B equest of T hom as S. P ierce.
B equest of H on. C harles L . F lin t.
G ift of M rs. C arrie  R . D ale, as a  m em orial of h e r  fa ther, H oratio  

L yon .
B equest of Mis6 M ary A nn M orse.
B equest of O liver Bacon.
G ift of A ndrew  Carnegie.
G ift of c itizens.
G ift of J .  W iley  E dm unds and o th e r citizens.
G ift of H on . A lb e rt C . H ough ton , as a m em oria l of h is  b ro ther, 

A ndrew  Jack so n  H oughton.
B eq u est of Jo h n  C larke, supp lem ented  by o ther g ifts  and by the  

city .
B equest of H on. C harles E d w ard  F orbes.

G ift of A lfred  T . L illy .
G ift of ch ildren  of E dm und  I . and  L ucy N . R ichards, as a  mem o­

ria l of th e ir  pa ren ts .
G ift of C y rus  G ale.
M ainly th e  g ift of E ra sm u s  H aston .
G ift of E lija h  M . D ick inson  of F itchbu rg .
G ift o f M rs. C harles L . F lin t .
G ift o f M rs. E liza  B . W heaton .
G ift of G eorge H . M orrill and  w ife, as a m em orial of th e ir  d au g h ­

te r, M iss S arah  B ond M orrill.
B u ilt p a r tly  by subsc rip tions.

G ift of G eorge Peabody.
G ift of M rs. R ozilla  C obb.
B equest of C harles F . L aw rence of N ew  Y o rk .
B u ilt m ain ly  by subscrip tions.

G ift o f H on. T hom as A llen .
G ift o f daugh te rs  of W illiam  G. R ussell.
G ift of E d w ard  A . G oodnow , as  a fam ily  m em orial.

G ift of H on . N athan  F reem an .
G ift of h e irs  of T hom as Crane.
G ift of h e irs  of Col. R oyal T u rn e r.
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Rehoboth, . 
Rev er e ,
R ochester, . 
R ockland, .
Salem , .
Scituate, N orth , 
Sh ir l ey , 
Shrew sbury , 
Southampton,
SOUTHBRIDGE,
South H adley , . 
Spen c er , 
Sp r in g f ie l d , 
Sterlin g , .

Stockbridge,
Stow, .

Sturbridg e ,

Sudbury ,
Sunderland ,
Swansea,
T aunton,
Uxbr id g e , . 
W alpole,
W a re , .
W a rr en , 
W atertown , 
W ayland, . 
W ellesley ,
W est Broo kfield , 
W e stfo rd , . 
W estm inster , . 
W estwood, . 
W eymouth ,

South  Weymouth, 

W illiamsburg, .
Hciydenville , . 

W oburn, 
W rentham , 
Y armouth, .

G ifts  of D ariu s Goff of P aw tucke t, R. 1.
G ift of A ndrew  Carnegie.
P artly  the  g ift of M rs. E lizabeth  Leonard  of N ew  B edford.
G ift of A ndrew  Carnegie.
G ift of he irs  of C apt. J o h n  B ertram .
G ift of S ilas P eirce of Boston, as a m em orial of his w ife.
B u ilt m ain ly  by bequest of M rs. B etsey  D , H azen.
B equest of J u b a l H owe.
G ift of W inslow  H . E dw ards , as a m em orial of his father.
G ift of H olm es A m m idow n of N ew  Y ork .
G ift o f W illiam  H . G aylord.
G ift of R ichard  Sugden.
G ift of the  C ity L ib ra ry  A ssociation.
G ift of E dw ard  Conant of W orcester, as a m em orial of his daugh­

te r, E lizabeth  A nne.
G ift of H on. J o h n  Z. G oodrich.
G ift o f M iss B elinda L u ll R andall, for estate of Jo h n  W itt Ran­

dall.
B equest of G eorge B. H yde of Boston, as a m em orial of his 

fa th er, Jo sh u a  H yde.
B equest of Jo h n  Goodnow  of Boston.
G ift of Jo h n  Long G raves.
G ift of H on. F . 8 . Stevens.
G ift of A ndrew  Carnegie.
G ift of H on. E d w ard  C. T h a y er of K eene, N . H.
G ift of A ndrew  Carnegie.
G if t of H on. W illiam  H yde and others.
G ift of N athan  R ichardson and others.
B u ilt by H ollis H . H unnew ell and o thers.
B equest of W arren  G ould Roby.
G ift of H ollis I I . H unnew ell.
G ift of C harles M erriam  of Springfield.
G ift of H on. Jo h n  V arnum  F le tcher.
B equest of C harles A . F o rb u sh .
G ift of H ow ard  C olburn .
G ift of Q uincy T u fts  and  his s is ter, M iss S usan T u fts .
B equest of Jo h n  S. Fogg .
B equest of S tephen  M eekins.
G ift of M iss A nna H ayden.
B equest of C harles B ow ers W inn , as a m em orial of his father. 
G ift of heirs  of H on. Jo sia li J .  F iske .
G ift of N athan  M atthew s of Boston.



A p p e n d i x  III.

Free Public library  laws

OF

MASSACHUSETTS.





[Revised Laws, 1902, Chapter  38. ]

G eneral P rovision .

Section 1. Library corporations and associations which have 
been legally established shall continue to have all the powers and 
privileges and be subject to all the duties and restrictions attaching 
thereto.

L aw  L ibra ries .

Section 2. Attorneys at law who have been admitted to practise 
in the courts of the commonwealth and who are resident in a county 
for which there is no law library association may organize as a cor­
poration, under the provisions of chapter one hundred and twenty- 
five, by the name of the Law Library Association for such county, 
and may adopt by-laws which shall be subject to the approval of the 
superior court.

Section 3. The inhabitants of the county shall have access to 
the library and may use the books therein, subject to the provisions 
of the by-laws.

Section 4. County treasurers shall annually pay to the law library 
associations in their respective counties all sums which are paid into 
the county treasuries during the year by the clerks of the courts, to 
an amount not exceeding two thousand dollars in any one year. 
They may also pay to said associations such further sums as the 
county commissioners may consider are necessary and proper. All 
sums which are so paid shall be applied to maintain and enlarge such 
libraries for the use of the courts and of citizens. The treasurer of 
the law library association, before receiving any money from the 
county treasurer, shall give bond, with sureties to the satisfaction of 
the commissioners, for the faithful application of such money, and 
that he will make a return annually to them, under oath, of the man­
ner in which it has been expended.

Section 5 . Each law library association shall be entitled to receive 
from the sergeant-at-arms, immediately after their publication, one 
copy of the legislative documents of the senate and house, the journal 
of the senate and the journal of the house.
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C ity and T own L ib r a r ies .

Section 6. A city or town may establish and maintain public 
libraries for the use of its inhabitants, under regulations prescribed 
by the city council or by the town, and may receive, hold and manage 
any gift, bequest or devise , for such library. The city council of a 
city or the selectmen of a town may place in such library the books, 
reports aud laws which may be received from the commonwealth.

T rustees of  T ow n L ib r a r ies .

S ection 7. A town which raises or appropriates money for the 
support of a free public library, or free public library and reading 
room, owned by the town, shall, at an annual meeting or special meet­
ing, unless the same has been acquired entirely or in part through some 
gift or bequest which contains other conditions or provisions for the 
election of its trustees or for its care and management which have been 
accepted by the town, elect by ballot a board of trustees consisting of 
any number of persons, male or female, divisible by three, which the 
town determines to elect. When such board is first chosen, one-third 
thereof shall be elected for one year, one-third for two years and one- 
third for three years, and thereafter one-third shall be elected annually 
for the term of three years. The board shall, from its own number, 
annually choose a chairman and secretary aud, if the town so votes, 
a treasurer, wdio shall give a bond siniilar to that given by the town 
treasurer, in an amount and with sureties to the satisfaction of the 
selectmen. The town treasurer shall act as treasurer of the board of 
trustees until the town otherwise directs.

S ection  8. The board shall have the custody and management of 
the library and reading room and of all property owned by the town 
relating thereto. All money raised or appropriated by the town for 
its support and maintenance shall be expended by the board, and all 
money or property which the town may receive by gift or bequest for 
said library and reading room shall be administered by the board in 
accordance with the provisions of such gift or bequest.

Section 9. The board shall make an annual report to the town of 
its receipts and expenditures and of the property in its custody, with 
a statement of any unexpended balance of money and of any gifts or 
bequests which it holds in behalf of the town, with its recommenda­
tions.

S ection 10. The provisions of the three preceding sections shall 
not apply to library associations, nor to a library organized under a 
special act.
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B oard of F ree  P ublic L ibrary  C ommissioners.

S ection 11. There shall be a board of free public Jibrary commis­
sioners consisting of five persons, residents of the commonwealth, one 
of whom shall annually be appointed by the governor, with the advice 
and consent of the council, for a term of five years. The governor 
shall designate the chairman thereof.

Section 12. No member shall receive any compensation, but the 
board may annually expend not more than five hundred dollars, pay­
able by the commonwealth, for clerical assistance and for other neces­
sary expenses. I t shall annually in January make a report to the 
general court.

Section 13. The board shall advise the librarian or trustees of any 
free public library relative to the selection or cataloguing of books and 
any other matter pertaining to the maintenance or administration of 
the library.

Section 14. Said board may, upon the application of the library 
trustees of a town which has complied with the provisions of sections 
sixteen and seventeen, and which has no free public library owned and 
controlled by the town, expend not more than one hundred dollars for 
books to be selected and purchased by said board and delivered to 
said trustees for the purpose of establishing a free public library.

Section 15. If a town, the valuation of which is not more than six 
hundred thousand dollars and which has a free public library, has com­
plied with all laws relative to the maintenance of such library, and the 
trustees of the library provide, to the satisfaction of the board,* for the 
distribution of books in different parts of the town where such distri­
bution is necessary, by means of branch libraries or deliveries, and 
for practical and effective means of rendering the library useful to the 
teachers and scholars of the public schools in such town, the board 
may expend, in such amounts and at such times as they determine, 
not more than one hundred dollars for the purchase of books for each 
free public library owned and controlled by such town.

Section 16. A town shall not be entitled to the benefits of the 
three preceding sections until it accepts the same or has accepted the 
corresponding provisions of earlier laws and has elected a board of 
library trustees as provided in section seven, nor until said trustees 
have made provision satisfactory to said commissioners for the care 
and distribution of the books furnished by them.

Section 17. Such town shall, if its last assessed valuation was 
one million dollars or over, annually appropriate from the dog tax, 
or otherwise provide for the use and maintenance of its free public
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library, not less than fifty dollars; if such valuation was less than 
one million dollars and not less than two hundred and fifty thousand, 
not less than twenty-five dollars ; and if such valuation was less than 
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, not less than fifteen dollars.

A ppropria tion  of M oney for  L ib ra ries , etc .

Section 15, chapter 25 of the Revised Laws, provides that towns 
may appropriate money ‘ ‘ for the establishment, maintenance or in­
crease of a public library therein, and for the erection or provision of 
suitable building's or rooms therefor.”

“ For maintaining a library therein to which the inhabitants have 
free access and of which they have the use, and for establishing and 
maintaining a public reading room in connection with and under the 
control of the managers of such library.”

T h e  D og T a x .

Section 163, chapter 102 of the Revised Laws, provides that 
money received for dog licenses and refunded to the towns ‘ ‘ shall be 
expended for the support of public libraries or schools.”

D efa cing  or W ilfu l  D etention  of  B ooks, P a pers , etc .

Sections 83 and 84, chapter 208 of the Revised Laws, provide that 
‘ ‘ whoever wilfully, intentionally and without right, or wantonly and 
without cause, writes upon, injures, defaces, tears or destroys a book, 
plate, picture, engraving, map, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, manu­
script or statue which belongs to a law, city, town or other public or 
incorporated library shall be punished by a fine of not less than five 
nor more than fifty dollars or by imprisonment for not more than six 
months.”

“ Whoever wilfully, intentionally and without right, or wantonly 
and without cause, detains a book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, 
or manuscript which belongs to a law, city, town or other public or 
incorporated library for thirty days after a notice in writing from the 
librarian thereof, containing a copy of this section and given after the 
expiration of the time which, by the regulations of such library, such 
book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet or manuscript may be kept, 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than one nor more than twenty- 
five dollars or by imprisonment for not more than six months.”

D isturbing  P ublic L ib r a r ies .

Section 33, chapter 212 of the Revised Laws, provides that “ who­
ever wilfully disturbs persons assembled in a public library, or a read­
ing room connected therewith, by making a noise or in any other
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manner during the time when such library or reading room is open to 
the public shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than thirty 
days or by a tine of not more than fifty dollars.”'

L and may be  taken  fo r  L ibrary B u ild in g s .

Section 47 of chapter 25 of the Revised Laws provides that “ any 
laud within the limits of a city or town not appropriated to public 
uses” may be taken “ for the purpose of erecting thereon a building 
to be used for a public school, a library, or an engine house, or for 
the enlargement of a lot of land taken or used for such purpose,” — 
but the land thus taken may not exceed two acres in extent.

P ublic  D ocum ents.

Under provisions of chapter 9 of the Revised Laws, each town and 
city library is entitled to receive a copy of the Manual of the General 
Court, the Blue Book, and a copy of the series of public documents.




