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and proper officers, shall 1)e deemed the agent of said city

of Fitchburg for the proper execution of all trusts arising

under the provisions of said will. And nothing in this act

contained shall be construed as releasing the city of Fitch-

burg from any obligation arising from the acceptance of

said bequest under said will, or from any condition made
therein. And the said Thornton K. Ware is hereb}'' First meeting of

authorized and empowered to prescribe the time and place

for the holding of the first meeting of said trustees and to

notify them thereof. Approved June 19, 1890.

An Act to revise the laws relating to elections. OhciV 423
Be it enacted, etc., as follows

:

Section 1. This act may be cited as the Election Election Act of

Act of Eighteen Hundred and Ninety. The term " state drfdand

election", as used in this act, shall apply to any election cenain'tTrms

held for the choice of a national, state, district or county ^eflned.

officer, whether for a full term or for the filling of a

vacancy; and the term '• state officer" shall apply to any
person to be chosen by the qualified voters at such an
election. The term "city election" shall apply to any
election held in a city for the choice of a cit}^ officer,

whether for a full term or for the filling of a vacanc}', and
the term "city officer" shall apply to any person to be

chosen by the qualified voters at such an election. The
term " town election" shall apply to any meeting held for

the election of town officers, whether for a full term or for

the filling of a vacancy, and the term " town officer" shall

apply to any person to be chosen by the qualified voters

at such *a meeting.

TITLE I.

QUALIFICATIOXS AND REGISTRATIOX OF VOTERS.

Section 2. Every male citizen of twenty-one years Qualifications
/. 1 i/i lOf voters.

or age and upwards (except paupers, persons under
guardianship and persons excluded by article twenty of

the amendments to the constitution) who has resided

within the state one year and within the city or town in

which he claims a right to vote six months next pre-

ceding any election of state, city or town officers, of

representatives to congress, or of electors of president

and vice-president, and who has paid, by himself, his

parent, master or guardian, a state or county tax assessed
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upon him in this state within two years next preceding

such election ; and also every citizen who shall be by law

exempted from taxation, and who shall be in all other

respects qualified as above mentioned ; and also every

citizen included in article twenty-eight of the amendments
to the constitution, shall have a right to vote in all such

elections ; and no other person shall have such right to

vote, except as provided in section five.

Section 3. No person having served in the army or

navy of the United States in time of war, and having

been honorably discharged from such service, if otherwise

qualified to vote, shall be disqualified therefor on account

of being a pauper, or if a pauper because of the non-pay-

ment of a poll tax.

Section 4. In an election of representatives to con-

gress, no person shall be allowed to vote unless he has

resided in the congressional district where he oflers to

vote six months next preceding such election, and is

otherwise qualified according to the constitution and laws :

provided, that when the state is districted anew for mem-
bers of congress he shall have the right so to vote in his

district according to such new arrangement ; and pro-

vided, also, that no voter residing in a city which now is

or hereafter may be divided by the line between con-

gressional districts shall be deprived of his vote in the

district in which he was assessed or liable to assessment

on the first day of May next preceding such congressional

election, if he is otherwise qualified.

Section 5. Every woman who is a citizen of this

Commonwealth, of twenty-one years of age and up-,

wards (except paupers, persons under guardianship and
persons excluded by article twenty of the amendments
to the constitution) who has resided within the state

one year and within the city or town in which she claims

a right to vote six months next preceding any election of

school committees, and who has paid by herself, her

parent, guardian or trustee, a state, county, city or town
tax assessed upon her or her trustee in this state within

two years next preceding such election, shall have a right

to vote in all such elections for members of school com-
mittees.

Section 6. All Indians, and people of color here-

tofore known and called Indians, within this Common-
wealth, are made and declared to be citizens of the
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Commonwealth, and entitled to all the rights, privileges

and imnninities, and sul)ject to all the duties and lial)ili-

ties, to which citizens of this Commonwealth are entitled

or subject.

Section 7. Every male inhabitant of a city or town, Pei-eonsex-11 n • 1^ •j_ 1 j_ ' empted from
Avho, by reason oi age, mnrmity and poverty is ex- taxation.

empted from taxation under the twelfth clause of section

live of chapter eleven of the Public Statutes, shall be

deemed to be exempted l)y law within the meaning of

article three of the amendments to the constitution.

Section 8. The collectors of state and county taxes collectors of

in each city and town shall keep an accurate account of taxes'to keep

the names of all persons from whom they receive payment countfaifd to

of any state or county tax, and of the time of such pay- upoV^eqlfes^.

ment, and upon request shall deliver to the person paying
the same a receipt specifying his name and the time of

payment, and such receipts shall be admitted as presump-
tive evidence thereof.

Section 9. The collectors, whether the time for which to return to

they were chosen has expired or not, shall, twice in each voters namea of

year, namel}^ once not more than twenty-five nor less have°paidta°x.

than twenty days before the annual city or town elections,

and once not more than sixty nor less than fifty days be-

fore the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November,
return to the registrars of voters of their respective cities

and towns an accurate list of all persons from whom they

have received payment of any state or county tax since

the time appointed for making their last preceding return.

Section 10. Every collector neglecting to make such Penalty for not

return shall forfeit one hundred dollars for each neglect,
"^^'"s""™-

and twenty dollars for every name in respect to which he

makes a false return.

Section 11. The assessors of taxes in person or by Assessors to

their assistant assessors shall, in the month of May or ^e'isonsVabie to

June in each year, visit each dwellino:-house or building
pay » po" ^'»^-

in their respective cities or towns, and shall make true

lists of all male persons twenty years of age and upwards,
liable to be assessed for a poll tax, returned to them by
the owners or occupants of such dwelling-houses or build-

ings as residing therein, and also of all women twenty List of women

years of age and upwards, who shall in writing over their assessed.'^*'

own signatures request the assessors to assess them for a

poll tax, and it shall be the duty of the assessors to inquire

at each such dwellinsf-house or buildins: for such written
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requests for assessment. The assessors shall ascertam, as

nearly as may be, and include in such lists the age and
occupation of all persons so liable or desiring to be

assessed, together with their residences and voting pre-

cincts on the first day of jNlay of the current and the

preceding years. The assessors shall furnish such original

lists or certified copies thereof to the registrars of voters

of their respective cities or towns, from time to time, be-

fore the fifteenth day of July ensuing ; and such assessors

and the collectors of taxes shall furnish any further infor-

mation m their possession necessary to aid the registrars

and assistant registrars in the discharge of their respective

duties.

Section 12. Any assessor or assistant assessor who
shall knowingly enter or knowingly cause or allow to be

entered, on the list of assessed polls, the name of any
person not an actual resident of the dwelling-house or

building wherein he is assessed, shall be punished for each

oflence by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars or

imprisonment in the house of correction or county jail for

a term not exceeding six months ; and any person who
shall knowingly give to an assessor or assistant assessor,

for the purpose of such assessment, the name of any per-

son as a resident of the house in which his name is given

who is not a resident of said house, shall be punished

for each offence by fine not exceeding one hundred dollars

or imprisonment in the house of correction or county jail

for a term not exceeding three months.
Sectiox 13. Every keeper of a tavern or boarding-

house, or master or mistress of a dwelling-house shall,

upon application of an assessor or assistant assessor of

the city or town wherein such house is situated, give full

and true information of the names of all persons residing

therein and liable to be assessed for a poll tax. Every
such keeper, master or mistress refusing or neglecting

to give such information after a written demand, of which
this section shall form a part, has been duly served on
him in person, shall be punished by fine not exceeding
one hundred dollars or imprisonment in the county jail

for a term not exceeding three months. Every person
who is an inmate of any house kept or controlled by
such keeper, master or mistress, and who is liable to be

so assessed, who shall refuse or neglect to give his own
name when required so to do b}^ an assessor or assistant
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assessor, after a AA^ritten demand, of which this section

shall form a part, has l)een duly served on him in per-

son, shall be punished by line not exceeding one hundred
dollars or imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding

three months.
Sectiox 14. "When a male person, on or before the Male person

first day of October in any year, gives notice in writing, f^before Oc\o.°

accomi)anied by satisfactory evidence, to the assessors of ^fa'g^anVnhahH^

a city or town that he was on the first day of May of an'onfirst

that year an inhabitant thereof and liable to pay a poll etc., may be

tax, and furnishes under oath a true list of his polls

and estate, both real and personal, not exempt from
taxation, the assessor shall assess him for his polls and
estate : but such assessment shall be subject to the pro-

visions of section seventy-three of chapter eleven of the

Public Statutes. And the assessors shall, on or before

the fifth day of October, deposit with the registrars of

voters or board charged with the preparation of the list

of voters of the city or town a list of the persons so

assessed. The taxes so assessed shall be entered in the

tax list of the collector of the city or town, and he shall

collect and pay over the same in the manner specified in

his warrant.

Section 15. Any woman who is a citizen of this a woman giv.

Commonwealth may, on or before the first day of Octo- mfy^be''^'
^"^''

ber in any year, give notice in writing, accompanied asseased.

by satisfactory evidence, to the assessors of a city or

town that she was on the first day of May of that year

an inhabitant thereof and that she desires to pay a poll

tax, and to furnish under oath a true list of her estate,

both real and personal, not exempt from taxation, and
she shall thereupon be assessed for her poll, not exceed-

ing fifty cents, and for her estate, and the assessors shall,

on or before the fifth day of October, return her name
to the registrars of voters or board charged with the

preparation of the list of voters of the city or town in

the list of the persons so assessed. The taxes so assessed

shall be entered in the tax list of the collector of the city

or town, and he shall collect and pay over the same in

the manner specified in his warrant.

Section 16. When a person makes application to Assessment of

the assessors of a city or town to be assessed a poll tax Fn miiitat/oP

for the year then current, and it appears that the appli-
"^^^i semce.

cant was on the first day of May preceding an inhabit-
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ant thereof and liable to pay a poll tax, but was not

assessed theretbr, and that he is or has been during any
portion of the two years preceding such application

engaged in the military or naval service of the United
States, the assessors shall, provided the applicant has
returned from said service subsequent to the time fixed

by law for the close of assessment of taxes, forthwith

assess such tax, and notify the treasurer of such city or

town of the assessment ; and the person so assessed
shall upon payment of said tax have the same right

to be registered and vote in said city or town as if his

tax had been regularly assessed.

Section 17. Assessors of taxes in cities shall be in

session until ten o'clock on the last three afternoons of
the periods in each year in which persons may be
assessed for the payment of taxes in accordance with
the two preceding sections ; and in towns assessors of
taxes shall be in session until ten o'clock on the last

afternoon of such period.

Section 18. The selectmen of each town, by a

writing signed by them or by a majority of them, and
filed with the town clerk, and the mayor of each city,

subject to the approval of the board of aldermen, shall

appoint three able and discreet persons, qualified voters

in said city or town, who shall hold no other office or

position by election or appointment in said city or town,
who shall constitute, together with the city or town clerk

for the time being, a board of registrars of voters.

When a board of registrars of voters is first appointed,

as hereinafter provided, one of the registrars shall be
Terms of office, appointed to scrvc for the term of three years, one for

the term of two years and one for the term of one year
from the first day of May then next ensuing ; and in the

manner aforesaid, the mayor of each city and select-

men of each town shall in the month of March or April
in each 3'ear appoint one person, qualified as aforesaid, to

be a registrar of voters for the term of three 3'ears from
the first day of May then next ensuing and until another

is appointed in his place. In case of a vacancy occur-

ring by reason of the death, resignation or removal from
office of any one of the registrars appointed, as afore-

said, during the term for which he is appointed, the

mayor or selectmen in the manner aforesaid shall appoint

a person, qualified as aforesaid, for the residue of said

Vacancies.
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term. The members of said board shall equally rep- Members to

1 T • 1 • 1 • 1 ^ ^1 1 Vl equally repre-

resent the two political parties which cast the largest sent the largest

number of votes in the Commonwealth at the annual parties!""'*

election next preceding their appointment, and not more
than two of them shall be of the same political party.

Except as hereinafter provided, the city or town clerk city or town
clork to bs clcrls

shall act as clerk of the said board, shall keep a full of the board.

and faithful record of its proceedings, and procure the

serving or posting of such notices as the registrars may
require.

Section 19. In any city which has accepted the pro- Board of regis-

visions of chapter sixty-nine of the acts of the year in certain

eighteen hundred and eighty-nine, or which shall, by '^'"^*"

vote of the city council approved by the mayor, accept

the provisions of this section, the mayor shall, in the

month of March or April of or following such accept-

ance, appoint two able and discreet persons, qualified

voters in such city, who shall hold no other office or

position by election or appointment in said city, to be
members of the board of registrars of voters of said city ;

one of whom shall hold his office for the term of three

years from the first day of May then next ensuing and
until another is appointed in his place, and the other for

the term of four years from said first day of May and
until another is appointed in his place ; and in the same
manner the mayor of such cit}' shall, in the month of

March or April in each year after the foregoing appoint-

ments, appoint one person, qualified as aforesaid, to be a

registrar of voters for the term of four years from the first

day of May then next ensuing and until another is ap-

pointed in his place. The city clerk of such city shall

cease to be a member of the board of registrars of voters

on and after the first day of May in the year of the first

appointment named in this section. During the month of

May in each year following the acceptance of this sec-

tion and before any other business is transacted, said

board of registrars shall choose one of their number to

be and act as clerk, who shall keep a full and complete
record of its proceedings and perform all acts heretofore

required by law of the city clerk acting as clerk of the

board of registrars of voters in such city. Except as

herein provided, the board of registrars of voters of any
such city shall do and perform all things required of

registrars of voters of cities and shall receive the same
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compensation, and shall equally represent the two polit-

ical parties, as provided in this title.

Section 20. Whenever any member of the board
of registrars of voters shall be incapacitated by sickness

or other cause from performing the duties of his office,

or shall be absent, at the time of any meeting of said

board, from the cit}' or town in which he is appointed,

the selectmen of such town by a writing signed by them
or a majority of them, or the mayor of such city, may,
upon the request in writing of a majority of the remain-
ing members of said board of registrars, appoint some
person, qualified as provided in this title, temporarily to

fill the vacancy caused as aforesaid. The person so

appointed shall be of the same political party as the mem-
ber of said board of registrars whose position he tempo-
rarih' fills. Such temporary registrar shall perform the

same duties, have the same powers and be subject to

the same requirements, restrictions and penalties from
the date of his appointment and during the time he holds

his office as are now provided by law for duly appointed
and qualified registrars of voters.

Section 21. Whenever upon written complaint to

the mayor of any city or selectmen of any town it shall,

after notice and hearing, have been determined that the

city or town clerk and the two registrars of voters whose
terms of office do not expire that year represent the same
political party, the said mayor or selectmen shall remove
from office the registrar other than said clerk whose term
would expire in the succeeding year. Whenever upon
written complaint to the maj'or of any city or selectmen

of any town it shall, after notice and hearing, have been
determined that a registrar of voters other than the city

or town clerk has ceased to act with the political party

which he was appointed to represent, the said mayor or

selectmen shall remove him from office. All vacancies

occurring under this section shall be filled in accordance
with the provisions of section eighteen of this act.

Section 22. The registrars, appointed as hereinbe-

fore provided, shall perform all the duties in relation to

the registration of voters now imposed upon existing

boards of registration, and shall before entering upon
the duties of their office take and subscribe an oath

faithfully to perform the same. They shall receive such
compensation as the city council or selectmen may from
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time to time determine ; but such compensation shall not

be reg-ulated by the number of names registered on any
list of voters, and any reduction of compensation shall

take effect upon such registrars only as are appointed

after such reduction. The city council or selectmen shall

furnish othce room for the registrars and such aid as may
be needed by them.
Section 23. The registrars, at their first meeting Registrars at

to make the register of voters or at an adjournment i/ay us^eihf

thereof, may use the voting lists of the annual election innuai deciTo'n,

then last past to aid them in forming the said register; to aid them, etc.

but the name of no person shall be placed on such

register if objected to by one of the registrars or by
a qualified voter of the same city or town, unless he
shall be known or proved, to the satisfaction of such
registrars, to be at the time a qualified voter in such
city or towm ; nor shall the name of any person be placed

or retained on such register without the concurrence of

three of the four registrars.

Section 24. The recfistrars of voters shall make and Registerof

1-11 -11 voters.

keep a record oi all persons entitled to vote at any
election, which shall be known as a register of voters.

Said register shall contain the name of each voter written

in full, or his first christian name, or that name by which
he is generally known written in full, with the initial or

initials of any other name or names which he may have
in addition to his surname, his age and place of birth,

the street or place in the town or city where he resided

on the first day of May and at the time of registration,

the date of said registration, his occupation and place of

business or employment, and such other particulars as

may be necessary fully to identify him.
Section 25. The assessors of taxes of each city Assessors in

.n 1/- ^ nr 11 r t ^ • 1 cities and certain
shall, on or beiore the fiiteenth dav oi July m each year, towns to cause

1' f* ^ 1* •• 1 slr6Gt lists of
ists 01 the several voting precincts m such the several pre-

city to be compiled and printed in pamphlet form for prlnled?^^

public distribution. Said compilation shall be by pre-

cincts separately, not exceeding fifty copies for each,
arranged so as to show, under the number of the house,
or if there is no number then under such other definite

description of the location of the dwelling place as will

enable it to be readily ascertained, the names of all per-

sons resident in each dwelling and assessed for poll taxes.

The assessors of taxes of every town having over five
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thousand inhabitants according to the last state or national

census shall, on or before the first day of August in each

year, cause street lists of the assessed polls of such town,

arranged by voting precincts if the town is divided into

voting precincts, to be compiled and printed in pamphlet
form for public distribution. Said compilation shall be
arranged so as to show, under the number of the house,

or if there is no number then under such other definite

description of the dwelling place as will enable it to

be readil}^ ascertained, the names of all persons resident

in each dwelling and assessed for poll taxes. The assess-

ors of such cities and towns shall send such number of

copies of the street lists as may be required by the board
of registrars of voters to the clerk of said board.

Assessors in Section 26. The asscssors of taxes in each town
towns to cause -^ ,.
certified lists of shall, ou or bcforc the first day ot August m each year,

ses's^e^d foTpoii causc printed or written lists of all persons assessed

poltedf^^ therein for the payment of poll taxes to be prepared,

and to be conspicuously posted in two or more public

places in such town. In a town divided into voting

precincts, separate lists for each precinct shall be so pre-

pared and posted in each voting precinct. The names
of the persons assessed shall be arranged in alphabetical

order, and the lists shall as far as practicable be so

made as to show by reference to streets and numbers
thereon, or to roads, or by such other definite description

as may be possible, the location of the residence of each
person so assessed. All such lists shall be duly certi-

fied by the assessors.
Registrars to Section 27. The registrars of voters shall cause
notices concern- propcr uoticcs to be published or posted, and proper
^ng registration,

QppQJ^.(^nity givcu to all pcrsous, at Icast twenty days
before the annual city or town election and at least thirt}^

da3-s before the Tuesday next after the first Monday in

November annually, to present themselves for registra-

tion ; and thereafter before registering any person whose
qualifications have not been determined by them within

four 3^ears next preceding his application, they shall

examine him under oath in regard to his qualifications

to vote, and shall require such person to write his name
in the register and read in the official edition thereof at

least three lines of the constitution, other than the title,

in such manner as to show that he is not prompted nor

reciting from memory, before they place his name on said
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register, unless such person is exempted by article twenty

of the amendments to the constitution.

Section 2(S. Registrars and assistant registrars of

voters shall before adding any name to the list of regis-

tered voters announce the same in a distinct tone of

voice, clear and audible ; and any registrar or assistant

registrar who shall wilfully violate the provisions of this

section shall be punished by a fine of not more than three

hundred dollars for each offence.

Section 29. After the lists of qualified voters are

printed and posted as now required by law no name
shall be added thereto, unless the applicant for registra-

tion appears in person before the registrars or assistant

registrars and proves his claim to be registered.

Section 30. The secretary of the Commonwealth
shall furnish to each board of registrars applying there-

for, at cost price, suitable blank books for said registra-

tion, and said books shall be uniform in character and
shall contain eleven blank columns with uniform head-

ings in the following form :
—

Before name is

added to list the
same to be an-
nounced in a
clear and audi-
ble voice.

Addition of
names after list

is posted.

Blank books for
registration to

be furnislied by
the secretary.

i
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Registration in Section 33. If the assessoi's assess a person in
wrong precinct

_ . i
•

i i i
•

maybe another precinct than that in which he claims to dwell

or have his home, such person may, on or before the

time fixed by law for the close of registration in any
year, file Avith the registrars of voters a notice of his

claim to be registered in some other precinct, specifying

the same, and as soon as may be after receipt of said

notice said board shall notify said person, fixing a time

and place of hearing ; and after such hearing they may
change the precinct of registry, if need be, in any case

;

and they shall forthwith, after such change, give notice

thereof to the assessors, who shall make the correspond-

ing change in the official record of their department

;

and the name of no person shall be registered in any
other precinct than that in which he was assessed, unless

a claim for such registration is filed as provided in this

section.

In cities, except SECTION 34. Ill the scvcral citics of the Common-
tion of errors in Wealth, cxccpt the city of Bostoii, coiTcctions of errors

m^eVy the in names upon tax bills of persons assessed shall be made

reg^stTa^s""^ ^^Y ^^® board of assessors upon such tax bills and also

upon forms of certificates prepared for the purpose, on
personal application of the persons assessed, or such cor-

rections may be made by the board acting as registrars

of voters when application is made to them by the per-

sons assessed for the purpose of registering as voters
;

and every tax bill so changed, together with the certi-

ficate, shall be stamped with an official stamp of the

board making such change, before the person whose tax

bill is so changed shall be allowed to register as a voter.

All certificates of names so changed shall be sent to the

collector of taxes, who shall, as soon as may be after the

first day of January in each year, make corresponding
changes or corrections on the list of assessed polls com-
mitted to him by the board of assessors. The collector

shall also transmit said certificates to the board of assess-

ors, who shall, before the first day of March in each
year, make corresponding changes or corrections on the

proper books in their department.
Alphabetical SECTION 35. The registrars of voters shall, at least

be po°8ted.
"^"^^ ° twenty days before the annual city and town elections,

and at least thirty days before the Tuesday next after the

first Monday in November annually, make correct alpha-

betical lists of all the persons qualified to vote for the
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several officers to be elected at those times, which lists

in cities shall be by precincts separately ; and shall, at

least twenty days before the annual city or town elec-

tions, and at least thirty days before said Tuesday after

the first Monday in November annually, cause such lists

in towns to be posted up in two or more public places,

and in cities eath precinct list in one or more public

places in each precinct respectively.

Section 36. The registrars of voters of a town Precinct Hstg of

which has been divided into precincts shall, as soon there- posted Tn towns

after as may be, and not less than thirty days before precinct's"'**

the day of the next succeeding annual election for officers

other than town oflBcers, make for each precinct a list

of all the legal voters resident therein, and shall at

least thirty days before said election cause each precinct

list to be posted up in two or more public places in

each precinct, and thereafter said registrars shall make
and cause to be posted such precinct lists in two or

more public places in each precinct thirty days at least

before each annual election for officers other than town
officers. The notice and information required by section

forty-four of this act shall be given upon such lists. Such
lists shall be used in each precinct at all elections held

therein.

Sectiox 37. The names of women may be placed ^o^entobe
upon a separate list ; and, when the name of any woman placed and

has been placed upon the list of voters of a city or separate net.

town, it shall remain on the list as long as she con-
tinues to reside in such city or town, and has paid any
state, county, city or town tax that has been assessed

on her or her trustee in this state within two years
next preceding any election.

Section 38. The place of residence of each voter, on piaceofresi-

the first day of May next preceding the making up of ent'eTed°on^i8t

the list of voters, shall be entered thereon opposite "footers.

the name of the voter ; in cities and in towns divided
into voting precincts the name of each voter shall be
entered upon the list of the precinct in which he was
assessed, or, if not assessed, where he was liable to assess-

ment. When a person becomes an inhabitant of a

city or a town divided into voting precincts after the first

day of May, and before an election at which he is

entitled to vote, his name shall be entered on the list

of the precinct of which he first becomes an inhabitant.
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peTo'ns"" Section 39. The clerk or registrar of deaths of each

v'laM o°a*e do
^^^^ °^ towH shall, on the first day of every month, and

ceased, to be also two davs bcforc every election, send to the registrars
lurDished to ,- -^

,

.

, . , t . . , .
i

•
i

registrars. 01 votcrs a list which, in citics and in towns which
have been divided into precincts, shall be by wards or

precincts, of the names of male persons over twenty-

one years of age deceased within the preceding month,
or since the last time of sending such list, with the pre-

cinct, street and number, if any, where such person last

resided ; and the names of such persons found upon the

lists of voters shall be erased therefrom.

?nTpr?c'inc?To Section 40. At any election other than the annual
another. statc clcction, a pcrsou who has removed from one pre-

cinct to another within the same city or town shall vote

in the precinct in which he was entitled to vote at the last

preceding annual state election.
Proceedings Section 41. On complaiut in writing;, under oath,when a person .,^..c3 '

is assessed in a made bv 3. registered voter of a city or town to the
place other than .

-
- <=

,
- . . k .

his residence, registrars 01 votcrs thereoi, in such city at least seven
days and in such town at least four days before an elec-

tion, that he has reason to believe, and does believe,

that a certain person whose name appears on the list of

assessed polls of said city or town was not on the first

day of May last past a resident at the house wherein
he is assessed, and setting forth his reasons for such
belief, the said registrars, if satisfied there is probable
ground for such complaint, shall, after making a record
of the same and giving due notice to the person whose
residence is called in question, summoning him to appear
before them in the manner provided in section fortN^-two

of this act, examine the charges set forth in said com-
plaint ; and, if satisfied that said charges are true, they
shall erase the name or change the residence of such
person, as the case may require, on the list of assessed
polls transmitted to them by the assessors of such city

or town, and shall make the corresponding change on
the voting list, if the name be found thereon, and shall

forthwith transmit a certified copy of their proceedings
• in such case to the said assessors. And au}^ person so

complained of, who shall, after such examination, be
proven to be a resident of such city or town, and who shall

apply for registration, shall be registered only in the place
shown, by the evidence at such hearing, to be his legal

residence on the first day of May of the current year.
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Section 42. Upon a complaint in writing, under ^h^Ta'^pefso
is illegally

registered.
oath, made by a registered voter in a city at least seven

j.g".'/jf^,''^

days, or in a town at least four days before an election,

setting forth that he has reason to believe, and does

believe, that a certain person is illegally registered,

and the reasons therefor, the registrars shall re-examine
the matter of the registration of such person, and if

there shall appear to be probable ground for such
complaint, they shall make a record thereof and shall

summon such person to appear before them and examine
him under oath in regard to the matter set forth m the

complaint ; they ma}^ hear other and further evidence

relative thereto, and, if satisfied that his name is entered

upon the list of a precinct other than that in which he
ought to be registered, shall transfer his name to the list

of the proper precinct and notify the assessors of such
change, or, if satisfied that he is not a qualified voter,

they shall strike his name from the list. Said summons
shall be directed to the person named in said affidavit,

and shall require him to appear before said board of

registrars at a time and place therein named, which time

shall be before the election next ensuing, then and there

to show cause why his name should remain upon the

register of voters, and a copy of this section shall be
printed upon the face of said summons. Service of the

summons shall be made by an officer duly qualified to

serve civil or criminal process, by delivering to the person
named therein a copy thereof attested by the officer

who serves it, or by leaving such copy for him at his

last and usual place of abode known to the officer, not

more than fourteen days nor less than twenty-four hours
before the return day thereof; and such officer shall

return said summons to said registrars before the return

day thereof, with a certificate of service endorsed thereon.

If, after service of said summons in the manner aforesaid,

a person shall fail to appear as directed therein, without

sufficient cause being shown therefor, his name shall

be stricken from the register of voters.

Section 43. All applications, certificates or affi- Amplications,
6tC* to DG DTG-

davits taken by the registrars of voters under this act served for two

and acts in amendment hereof shall be preserved for
^^'*"*

two years.

Section 44. The registrars of voters in cities shall
fgtrar°s"of°votefs

be in session until ten o'clock in the afternoon of the in cities.
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f8t?ar8°of°vote^'8 Saturday next but one preceding the day of any election,
in towns. and in towns until ten o'clock in the afternoon of the

Wednesday next preceding the day of any election,

and for such time previous thereto as they may judge
necessary, for the purpose of receiving evidence of the

qualifications of persons claiming a right to vote and
of correcting the list of voters ; and they shall give notice

of the time and place of holding the sessions upon the

lists of voters posted up as provided by section thirty-five,

and shall also state therein the day of the month when
registration will cease, and that after the close of registra-

tion no name will be entered on the list of voters

except as hereinafter provided,

ceafe'etc
°" *° SECTION 45. The registration of voters in towns shall

cease at ten o'clock in the afternoon of the Wednesday
next preceding the day of any election, and in cities at

ten o'clock in the afternoon of the Saturday next but one
preceding the day of any election ; and no name shall be
entered on the list of voters of any city or town after the

close of registration, unless the qualifications of the per-

son as a voter have been determined by the registrars of
voters at some meeting held before the close of registra-

tion ; such fact to be verified by the certificate of the clerk

of the board of registrars,

^e^d^po^fs^and Section 46. At the close of each registration of

voteM'to''be'*cer.
"^otcrs, the registrars of voters of each city and town shall

tified to the forthwith certify to the secretary of the Commonwealth
the number of assessed polls and the number of regis-

tered voters in each voting precinct, or in each town not
divided into voting precincts.

b^ychang^oT**
SECTION 47. The uamcs of all voters who are, by

Mn^r'^'*'''
changes in city or town boundaries, authorized bylaw
to vote for members of congress, councillors, senators or

representatives in the general court in a city or town
other than the one in which they reside, shall be placed
together, under a proper heading, at the end of the list

of voters of the voting precinct where they reside. The
registrars of voters of the city or town in which such
voters reside shall return to the secretary of the Com-
monwealth the number of such voters, the name of the

city or town, with the designation of the voting precinct,

in which they are authorized to vote, and the officers for

whom they are authorized to vote in such other city or
town.
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Section 48. The registrars of voters before enter- Registration of

, . ,
~ ^ ..... a uiituralized

ing upon the register the name oi a naturalized citizen, citizen,

shall require him to produce for their inspection his

papers of naturalization and to make oath that he is the

identical person named therein ; they shall be satisfied

that he has been legally naturalized, shall make a record

or memorandum upon said papers of the date of such
inspection and shall enter upon the said register the

name and location of the court by which said papers

were issued, with the date thereof. They need not re-

quire the production of such papers after they have
once examined and passed upon them.

Section 49. Registrars of voters shall not register voters to be

voters in secret session, but publicly, and shall afford to pubifc; record

a reasonable number of persons of the various political uon^
° mspec-

parties opportunity to witness such registration ; and the

register of voters and the record of the clerk of the board
of registrars shall at all reasonable times be open to

public inspection, without charge, at the office of the

authorities with whom they are deposited.

Section 50. The board of registrars shall possess Authority of

full authority to maintain regularity and order and to serTe ordei-retc.

enforce obedience to their lawful commands in proceed-
ings before them, and shall have full authority to preserve

peace and good order at and around the place where
their sessions are held, and to keep the access thereto

open and unobstructed, and may call upon constables,

police officers and other persons, if necessary, to com-
municate their orders and directions and to assist in the

performance of the duties in this section enjoined.

Section 51. If any person shall refuse to obey the Person disobey-

lawful command of the registrars, or by disorderly con- command, may

duct in their presence or hearing shall interrupt or dis- custody!
'"*°

turb their proceedings, they may make an order directing

any constable or police officer to take the person so

offending into custody and detain him until the close of

the session then being held ; but such order shall not

prohibit the person so taken into custody from registering

as a voter.

Section 52. It shall be the duty of the selectmen of Pp"''^^^*^*"*'

1/-1 ^ • r • m r 1 i- place of meeting
a town and of the chiei executive officer of the police of registrars.

force of a city, when requested so to do by the regis-

trars of voters, to detail a sufficient number of police

officers, who shall be stationed at the place of meeting
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Names on the
list of voters to

correspond to

those in the
register.

Correction of
omission
through error
or raistalie.

Name errone-
ously erased
may be re-

stored.

of said registrars, and under their direction shall preserve

order and protect each and all of said registrars from any
interference with or obstruction in the performance of

their respective duties.

Section 53. No name shall be added to the list of

voters until it has been recorded in the register of voters,

and all names stricken from the register of voters shall

be stricken also from the list of voters ; no name shall be
added to a list of voters in use at any election after the

opening of the polls, except to correct a clerical error or

omission ; and all names on lists of voters shall be
written in full, or as provided in section twenty-four.

Section 54. If a qualified voter of any city or town
whose name was on the list of voters of such city or

town for the preceding year, who has been assessed for

a poll tax for the current year, and who has paid a state

or county tax assessed upon him for the preceding or

current year, finds after the close of registration that his

name is not placed on the list of voters for the current

year by reason of the same being omitted by clerical

error or mistake from the list of polls as assessed and
transmitted by the board of assessors to the board
charged with the preparation of the list of voters, the

board of assessors shall, upon the personal application

of such voter, correct such omission or mistake and
give to him a certificate of such correction, to be pre-

sented by him in person to the board charged with the

preparation of the list of voters, who shall, on the receipt

thereof, place the name of such voter on the list of voters

of the precinct or town in which he was entitled to be
registered ; or if application is made on the day of elec-

tion the said board last mentioned shall give to such
voter a certificate, on presentation of which to the elec-

tion officers of his precinct or town he shall be allowed
to vote therein ; and such certificate shall be returned
and preserved in like manner as the ballots cast in such
precinct or town.
Section 55. If the name of a qualified voter shall

be erroneously erased from the published list of voters

or omitted therefrom by clerical error, he may apply to

the registrars of voters at any time before the closing

of the polls for its restoration ; and if he shall prove
that his claim be valid his name shall be restored to the

list of voters, and he shall be given a certificate thereof
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if such restoration is made on the day of election, on

presentation of which to the officers of the precinct or

town in which he was entitled to be registered he shall

be allowed to vote therein ; and the certificate shall be

returned and preserved in like manner with the bal-

lots cast in said precinct or town.

Section 56. At any election held in a city between List at elections

1 1 - 1 ••II' 11 1 r it- io » city be-

the day ol the municipal election and the day oi the twoen the muni,

annual state election next succeeding, the list of voters gufe erections.

prepared for such municipal election shall be used, subject

to the changes and erasures provided for by law.

Section 57. If the reeistrars have duly entered on RegistiarB not

,,,. - ,
^ /• ^^ .1 • answerable for

the list of voters the names of all persons upon the regis- omissions, if,

ter of voters, they shall not be answerable for any omis- ^"'"

sions from said list of voters. Assessors and collectors

shall when requested furnish any information in their

possession necessary to aid said boards of registrars in

the discharge of their respective duties.

Section 58. Wherever under this title examinations Administration

are authorized or required to be made under oath, or

an oath is authorized or required to be made, such oath

may be administered by a a registrar or by an assist-

ant registrar.

Section 59. Towns having less than three hundred ;^han°hr°Vhfm.

registered voters shall be exempt from the require-
^^^^rs'tobl""^

ments of section eighteen of this act, and in such towns exempt from

, ,
c3 11111 •jI.j requirements or

the selectmen and town clerk shall constitute a board section is.

of registrars of voters, and shall perform all the duties

and be subject to all the liabilities imposed by this act

and acts in amendment hereof upon registrars of vot-

ers. But whenever, in any town now exempted by
this section, the register of voters shall be found to con-

tain as many as three hundred names said section

eighteen shall apply, and in the month of March or of

April next thereafter a board of registrars shall be ap-

pointed.

Section 60. On the petition of not less than ten supervisors of

qualified voters in any city or town, the governor, by®^'^'°°*'

and with the advice and consent of the council, shall

appoint two supervisors, able and discreet men, one from

each of the two leading political parties, to serve for

the term of one year, who shall be authorized to attend

all sessions of the board of registrars in said city or

town, or in the city of Boston all sessions of such assist-
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Penalties on
registrars.

ant registrars as may be named or described in such

petition, and who shall have the right to affix their sig-

natures to the register of voters and lists of voters for

purposes of identification, and to attach thereto any
statement touching the truth or fairness thereof which

they or either of them may ask to attach ; and any one

who shall prevent any person so appointed from doing

any of the acts authorized as aforesaid, or who shall

hinder or molest any such person in doing any of said

acts, or shall aid or abet in preventing, hindering or

molesting any such person in respect of any such acts,

shall be punished by imprisonment in jail for not more
than one year.

Section 61. Any registrar of voters who shall refuse

or wilfully neglect to require an applicant for registra-

tion to read and write, as directed by the constitution

and section twenty-seven of this act, and shall then place

or knowingly suffer to be placed or remain upon the

register of voters the name of such applicant, shall be

punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dol-

lars or by imprisonment in jail for not more than one

year for each offence ; and any registrar who knowingly
and wilfully prevents, or seeks to prevent, the registra-

tion of any legal voter, or knowingly and wilfully

registers the name of any person not qualified to vote,

or who shall wilfully violate any of the provisions of

this act, or be guilty of any other fraud or corrupt con-

duct in the execution of the duties of his office, shall be

punished by a fine of not more than three hundred dol-

lars .for each offence ; and any other city or town officer

who wilfully neglects or refuses to perform any duty

required of him by this act and acts in amendment
hereof, shall, except as provided in section ten, forfeit

for each offence a sum not exceeding two hundred
dollars.

Section 62. Any person who shall cause his name
represiniation, ^q bc registered as a voter in more than one town or
etc., to registrar. .

'^
i i n i • ^

• i

precmct, or who shall cause his name to be registered,

knowing that he is not a qualified voter in the city,

town or precinct where said registry is made, or who
shall falsely personate or attempt to so personate any
person for the purpose of passing the reading or writing

test, or for any other purpose before a registrar of voters,

and any person who shall give a false name or false

Penalty for
making false
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answer to a registrar concerning any matter relating to

the registration of voters, or to the right of any person to

vote, and an}- person causing any such act or aiding or

abetting an}' person in any manner in either of said acts,

shall be punished for each and every offence by a fine of

not more than three hundred dollars and by imprison-

ment in jail for not more than one year.

Section 63. Whoever shall knowingly or wilfully Making false

make a false affidavit under this title, regarding the deemed per-

qualifications of any voter, shall be deemed guilty of ^"'^'

perjury.

Section 64. Whoever wilfully injures or defaces any Penalty for de-T^ ,. . r \ • r~\ facing posted
hst of voters posted in any city or town oi this Common- lut.

wealth shall be punished by a fine not exceeding fifty

dollars or by imprisonment not exceeding six months.
Section 65. The provisions of this title shall not be

^^^!j"°,°gab^,e

deemed to repeal the special laws relating to assessment to Boston,

and registration in the city of Boston ; but sections four-

teen, fifteen and seventeen of this act shall apply to the

city of Boston the same as to the other cities of the Com-
monwealth.

TITLE II.

the conduct of elections and returns thereof.

Section 66. Meetings for the election of state and Meetings for
o ,11 election of state

city officers may be opened as early as seven o clock and city officers,

in the forenoon ; and in no case shall the polls be kept
open after the hour of sunset. Such officers shall be
voted for on one ballot, and notice thereof shall be given
in the warrant calling the meeting.
Section 67. In cities such meetings shall be opened ifeetingsin

as early as ten o'clock in the forenoon of the election opened°a8\ariy

day, and shall be called according to the provisions of pont°to '^e''op°en

the city charters and the acts in addition thereto, and hou?8?*"*
warrants for notifying such meetings shall specify the

time when the polls for the choice of the several officers

will be opened and when they will be closed, and the

polls shall be kept open at least six hours.

Section 68. In towns meetings for the election of Meetings in

state officers shall be opened as early as twelve o'clock, opened as eariy

noon, of the election day. The polls shall be kept open poi'istobe'"^

at least four hours and for such longer time as the ?our hours!'

majority of the voters present shall by vote direct ; and
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Cities to be
divided into
voting pre-
cincts.

after an announcement by the presiding officer of a time

so fixed, such time shall not be changed to an earlier

hour. Such meetings shall be called by the selectmen

in the manner ordered by the town, and the warrants for

notifying such meetings shall specify the time when the

polls for the choice of the several officers will be opened
and when they may be closed ; and the polls shall not be
closed until the hour named in the warrant has arrived.

Section 69. The several cities of this state shal

be divided by the mayor and aldermen of said cities,

respectively, into convenient voting precincts for the

holding of all meetings for the choice of all officers

who are elective by the people. Every ward in a city

containing not more than five hundred voters shall be a

voting precinct ; every ward in a city containing more
than five hundred voters and not more than eight hundred
voters may, on or before the first Monday of July in any
year, be divided by the mayor and aldermen of such cit3s

if they shall deem it expedient, into two precincts, to

contain as nearly as may be an equal number of voters,

and such ward if not so divided shall be a voting precinct

;

and every ward of a city containing more than eight

hundred voters, on or before the first Monday of July
in any year, shall be divided by the mayor and aldermen
of such city into two or more voting precincts, consisting

of compact and contiguous territory, in such manner that

each precinct shall be entire within one ward, and shall

contain as nearly as may be an equal number of voters.

The boundaries of such precincts shall as far as possible

be the centre lines of known streets or ways, and no
precinct shall contain more than eight hundred voters.

•The registration of voters in the preceding year shall be
taken as the basis of the division in the year in which
such division is made. After the division of any city into

new wards as now provided by law, said wards shall be
divided into voting precincts according to the provisions

of this section. Said precincts shall be designated by
numbers or by letters of the alphabet.

Section 70. Whenever a ward of a city is divided
into two or more precincts, the mayor and aldermen

p%??he"arae shall immediately cause the same to be published by
to be posted.etc. making a map or description of such division, defining

it b}^ known boundaries and posting such map or de-

scription in at least ten ofthe most public places in each

When ward of a
city is divided
into two or
more precincts,
ma
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precinct of such ward ; and the mayor and aldermen
shall also cause a reasonable number of copies of such
map or description to be furnished to the registrars of

voters, the assessors of taxes and the election officers

in each precinct of said city.

Section 71. Whenever a change is made in the secretary to be

, . . ^ , i'>i1ji ^ notified of
wards or votmg precmcts oi a city, the city clerk tnereoi changes in vot

shall immediately thereafter make a return to the secre-
»Dg p''-"'1'^^«-

_

tarv of the Commonwealth, statincr the number of wards,
and giving the designation of each and every voting pre-

cinct in said city.

Section 72. The selectmen of every town which
j^g'Ihf/g'eTti'on

shall accept the provisions of this section shall, within \°}>^ divuied
. ^ i

. . . ,

'

. into precincts.

sixty days thereafter, divide said town into convenient
voting precincts for the holding of all meetings for the

choice of officers elective by the people, except town
officers. They shall define said precincts by natural or

artificial monuments and boundaries, and number the

same either by letters or figures, and shall make report

of their doings, including therein such monuments and
boundaries, the numbers of such precincts and the num-
ber of legal voters in each precinct, to the next town
meeting. Such report may be modified or amended at

the meeting duly called to act thereon, and when
accepted, either in its original or amended form by
a majority of the legal voters then present and voting

thereon, shall become operative ; and thereafter all meet-
ings for the election of state officers shall be held in the

precincts established by said town ; but any such election

in a town held after such division has been made, before

precinct lists of voters have been made and posted in the

manner and for the number of days required by law,
shall be held in the manner in which elections had
theretofore been held in such town. Such report shall

not be acted upon at any meeting unless the same is filed

in the office of the town clerk seven days at least before

said meeting. Such precincts may be changed at any rrpcinctsmay
11 iiir 1 • r ^ ^ •'be changed.

meeting duly called tor the purpose, ii the selectmen
shall have filed in the office of the town clerk seven days
at least before said meeting a report of the contem-
plated changes, giving monuments, boundaries and
numbers of the contemplated precincts and the number
of voters in each as determined by the last preceding
registration of the voters as corrected ; but no changes
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Other than those proposed in such report shall be made
at such meeting. Within ten days after the division

of any town into precincts, or of any change in the

number of such precincts, the town clerk shall give

notice thereof in writing to the secretary of the Common-
wealth, stating therein the number of precincts then
existing in said town.
Section 73. Any town which has been divided into

voting precincts may, at a meeting duly called for the

purpose, by vote discontinue all such precincts ; and
thereafter the provisions of law applicable to such pre-

cincts shall cease to apply to said town, and all sub-

sequent elections therein shall be held as if no such
division had been made. Notice in writing of the dis-

continuance of the voting precincts in a town, in accord-

ance with this section shall, within ten days thereafter,

be given by the town clerk thereof to the secretary of

the Commonwealth. A town which has discontinued all

the voting precincts may however in a subsequent year
accept the provisions .of the preceding section, and
cause a division into voting precincts to be made there-

under.

Section 74. The board of aldermen of each city

and the selectmen of each town divided into voting

precincts, respectively, shall ten days at least before the

day of any special election and thirty days at least

before the day of any other election held in such city

or town,designate and appoint the polling place for each
of the voting precincts in such city or town and procure

the same for such purpose, and cause it to be suitably

fitted up and prepared therefor ; and they shall there-

upon cause to be posted in such city in at least ten and
in such town in at least three public places in each
precinct a printed description of the place so designated,

and shall give such other public notice thereof as they

may think necessary or proper. Such polling place

shall be in the most public, orderly and convenient

portion of the precinct : -provided, that when no con-

venient polling place can be had within the territorial

limits of any precinct, the mayor and aldermen, or

selectmen, as the case may be, are authorized to designate

and appoint one in some convenient place within the

limits of any of the adjoining precincts of such city or

town ; and for such purposes the place so designated
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and appointed for the polling place of such precinct

shall be deemed and taken to be included in and
part of said precinct, as though the same was within

the territorial limits thereof. No building or part of a

building shall be designated, appointed or used as a

polling place, in which, or in any part of which, intoxi-

cating liquor is sold, or has been sold within thirty days
next preceding the day of election.

Section 75. The mayor of each city at some time Election officers

between the first and the twentieth day of September in appointed for

each year shall, with the approval of the board of alder-
^^'^ precinct.

men, appoint as election officers for each voting precinct

one warden, one deputy warden, one clerk, one deputy
clerk, four inspectors and four deputy inspectors, who
shall include the inspectors and deputy inspectors pro-

vided for in section twenty of chapter four hundred and
thirteen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
eighty-nine ; such officers shall be qualitied voters in the

ward of which such precinct forms a part, men of good
repute and standing, who shall equally represent each
of the two political parties which cast the largest number
of votes in the Commonwealth at the annual election

next preceding their appointment : provided, however. Proviso,

that not more than two of such election officers may be
appointed from qualified voters not representing either

of such two political parties, but without disturbing the

equal representation of such two parties. The warden
and two of the inspectors shall be of a different political

party from the clerk and the other two inspectors, and
each deputy shall be of the same political party as his

principal. Each of said officers shall be sworn to the

faithful performance of his duties, and shall hold office

for one year from the first day of November in the

year in which he is appointed, and until a successor

is appointed and qualified or he is removed. Any one
of said officers may be removed at any time by the

mayor, with the approval of the board of aldermen,
upon written charges of incompetency or official mis-

conduct preferred either by the city clerk or by not less

than six qualified voters of the ward in which the officer

is appointed to act. In case of any vacancy occurring vacanciee.

before the first day of November in any year, or in case

either of said officers shall decline to act and shall give

notice thereof to the city clerk on or before said first day
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of November, the mayor, with the approval of the board
of aldermen, shall appoint some person qualified as

aforesaid to fill said office ; and in making such appoint-

ment he shall preserve in the precinct offices the just and
equal representation of the two leading political parties.

Every person so appointed shall be sworn to the faithful

performance of his duties. Every nomination made by
the mayor under this section shall be acted on by the

board of aldermen not less than three nor more than ten

days after it shall have been made. In case of a vacancy
in the office of warden, clerk or inspector of a precinct

on the day of any election, the person appointed as

deputy of said warden, clerk or inspector shall act in

his place, and shall have the same powers and be sub-

ject to the same duties and liabilities as the officer for

whom he acts. No deputy precinct officer shall have
power to act in any official capacity, or while the polls

are open or during the counting of the votes shall be
admitted to the space reserved for the precinct officers,

except while filling a vacancy as aforesaid ; and he shall

receive no coinpensation except for attendance at the

opening of the polls or for services while acting for the

officer whose place he fills. In case the warden and
deputy warden, or the clerk and deputy clerk, or one
of the inspectors and his deputy, are absent at the time

designated for the opening of the polls or during the day
of any election, a suitable person shall be elected by the

voters of said precinct by nomination and hand vote,

with full power to act for the time being in place of the

absent officer ; and before entering upon the performance
of his duties he shall be sworn by the warden or clerk,

or, in the absence of both of said officers, by a justice of

the peace, to the faithful performance thereof.

Section 76. The selectmen of each town divided

into voting precincts, at some time between the first and
fifteenth day of October in each year, shall appoint as

election officers for each precinct, two wardens, one
clerk, and two inspectors and two deputy inspectors as

provided in section twenty of chapter four hundred and
thirteen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
eighty-nine, qualified voters in such precincts, and men
of good repute and standing. Said wardens, inspectors

and deputy inspectors shall equally represent each of

the two political parties which cast the largest number
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of votes in the Commonwealth at the annual election

for officers other than town officers next preceding their

appointment. Each of said officers shall be sworn to officers to be

the faithful performance of his duties, and shall hold
office for one 3'ear from the tirst day of November in

the year in which he is appointed, and until a successor
is appointed and qualified or he is removed. Any one
of said officers may be removed at any time by the select-

men upon written charges of incompetency or official

misconduct preferred either by the town clerk or by not
less than six qualified voters of the precinct in which
the officer is appointed to act. In case of any vacancy Vacnncies.

occurring before the first day of November in any year,
or in case either of said officers shall decline to act and
shall give notice thereof to the town clerk on or before

said first day of November, the selectmen shall appoint
some person qualified as aforesaid to fill said office ; and
in making such appointment to fill a vacancy in the

offices of warden, inspector or deputy inspector they
shall preserve the just and equal representation of the

two leading political parties in such precinct offices.

Every person so appointed shall be sworn to the faithful

performance of his duties. If an inspector is absent on
the day of an election, the person appointed as deputy
of said inspector shall act in his place, and shall have
the same powers and be subject to the same duties and
liabilities as the inspector for whom he acts. No deputy
inspector shall have power to act as inspector, or while
the polls are open or during the counting of the votes

be admitted to the space reserved for the precinct offi-

cers, except in the absence of the inspector as aforesaid

;

and he shall receive no compensation except for attend-

ance at the opening of the polls or for services while
acting for the inspector whose place he fills. In case if warden, etc.,'^,,-,'^

,
^, . ,

18 absent, vacan-
one or both 01 the wardens, or the precmct clerk, or cy to be fiiied

one of the inspectors and his deputy, are absent at the etectfo™?'"'^^
*'^

time designated for the opening of the polls or during
the day of an election, a suitable person or persons, as

the case may be, shall be elected by the voters of said

precinct by nomination and hand vote, with full power to

act in place of the absent officer or officers during his or
their absence ; and before entering upon the perform-
ance of the duties of the office he or they shall be sworn
by a warden or the precinct clerk, or a justice of the

peace to the faithful performance thereof.
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Section 77. In towns not divided into voting precincts,

two inspectors and two deputy inspectors shall be ap-
pointed as provided in section twenty of chapter four

hundred and thirteen of the acts of the year eighteen
hundred and eighty-nine ; and the provisions of law ap-

plicable to such officers in towns so divided shall apply
to the officers herein provided for, except that the select-

men shall make appointments to fill any vacancy occur-
ring on the day of an election.

Section 78. The election officers shall attend at the

times and places designated for meetings in their respec-

tive precincts or towns, for the election of state or city

officers, or for the determination of any question submit-
ted by lawful authority to the qualified voters of the

state or of a city, as the case may be, and shall have
the same powers and, except as otherwise provided, be
subject to the same duties and liabilities as the wardens,
clerks and inspector now holding office under existing

laws, and shall receive such reasonable compensation
for each day's actual service as the city councils or the

towns, respectively, may from time to time determine.
No person shall be eligible to the position of election

officer or teller in any precinct or town where he is a

candidate to be voted for ; and whenever any person
appointed as aforesaid becomes such candidate he shall

be removed by the mayor or selectmen, as the case may
be, before the first day of November in the year in which
he becomes such candidate.

Section 79. At town meetings for the election of state
officers the selectmen shall preside and shall have all

the powers which are vested in moderators.
Section 80. Selectmen, when required to preside at

town meetings, and wardens in towns, may appoint tellers

to aid them in checking the names of voters, or in assort-

ing and counting votes ; and selectmen shall appoint
such tellers upon petition of ten legal voters. Such
tellers shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of their

duties. Such tellers shall be appointed in equal numbers
from the two political parties which cast the largest

number of votes in the Commonwealth at the annual
election next preceding their appointment. Every such
teller shall be subject to the same penalties to which the

officer so appointing him is subject, in the performance
of the duties in which such teller assists.
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Section- 81. The ballots furnished by the secretary of Sd by'sec-

the Common^vealth and by the several city clerks, as *'a'y o^ t^^e

•J
.

-J
. (Jommonwealth

provided by law, shall be of plain white paper, in and city clerks.

weight not less than that of ordinary printing paper, and
each page shall be not more than five nor less than four

and a half inches in width, and not more than thirteen

and a half nor less than six inches in length. The names
of candidates shall be printed with black ink at right

angles with the length of the ballot, in capital letters not

less than one-eighth nor more than one-quarter of an inch

in height. The ballots for use in towns in taking the

vote on the question of granting licenses for the sale of

intoxicating liquor shall contain the words:— Shall

licenses be granted for the sale of intoxicating liquors in

this town? Yes. (or) No., and no others.

Section 82. Whoever oiiends against any provision of Penalties.

the preceding section shall be punished by tine not ex-

ceeding one hundred dollars or by imprisonment in jail

not exceeding one year.

Section 83. The secretary of the Commonwealth Baiiotstobe
-^ used in towns

shall send to the town clerk of each town, seven days for voting upon
1

.
1 1 • 1

• r 1 , - 1
question of

'at least previous to the taking therein oi the vote upon the granting iiquor

question of granting licenses tor the sale of intoxicating
'°®°^®*-

liquors, ballots both affirmative and negative, in number
equal at least to the number of registered voters in such
town. Such ballots shall be distributed to the voters at

the polling place under the direction of the town clerk.

Section 84. The secretary of the Commonwealth ^^mWed 'for

^^

shall provide every city and town with a ballot-box for eachpoiung

use at each polling precinct or place of meeting lor the

election of state or city officers, which shall also be used
in taking the vote upon any proposed amendment to the

constitution or other question submitted to all the voters

of the Commonwealth, or of any city, and in taking the

vote in towns upon the question of granting licenses for

the sale of intoxicating liquor. Said boxes shall be
approved by the secretary, treasurer and auditor of the

Commonwealth, or by a majority of them ; shall have
sufficient and secure locks and keys, or seal fastenings,

and shall contain mechanical devices for receiving,

registering and cancelling every ballot deposited therein ;

but no such box shall record any number or mark upon
any ballot by which said ballots can be distinguished from
each other. Said ballot-boxes shall be purchased by the

precinct, etc.
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secretary, at a price not exceeding fifty dollars each, and
shall be paid for out of the treasury of the Common-
wealth. All ballots cast at any such election, or in

taking any such vote, shall be deposited in such boxes,
and no ballots shall be counted in ascertaining the result

of such election or vote unless so deposited and can-
celled, or deposited as hereinafter provided.

Section 85. If lor any cause it shall become im-
possible at any election, or in taking such vote, to

make use of the ballot-box furnished by the secretary of
the Commonwealth as herein provided, the balloting

shall proceed as the presiding officers at the meeting-

shall direct ; the clerk shall make a record of the facts

pertaining thereto and return an attested copy of his

record thereof enclosed in the envelope provided ac-

cording to law for the return of the ballots cast at such
election or in takino- such vote.

Section 86. All existing provisions of law to pre-

vent fraudulent voting, and the penalties therefor, shall

apply to the taking of the vote upon proposed amend-
ments to the constitution, upon questions submitted to all

the voters of the Commonwealth or of any city, and
upon the license question.

Section 87. City and town clerks shall, at the

expense of their cities and towns, provide therein places

for the safe and suitable keeping of the ballot-boxes

furnished by the Commonwealth ; shall have the care

and custody thereof; shall see that they are kept in

good order and repair ; and if any of them are lost,

destroyed or irreparably damaged, shall, at the expense
of said city or town, replace the same by similar ballot-

boxes, approved as in section eighty-four of this act.

Section 88. Whoever wilfully or maliciously

destroys or injures a ballot-box, or the mechanism
thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment not exceed-
ing one year and by a fine not exceeding five hundred
dollars.

Section 89. City and town clerks shall send to

the election officers of each precinct or town before the

opening of the polls on the da}' of any state or

city election, or meeting- at which such ballot-box is

required by law to be used, the ballot-box furnished by
the secretary of the Commonwealth, with such ballot-box

seals and other ballot-boxes as may be approved by the
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board of aldermen or selectmen, as the case maybe. At Baiiot-box to be
.

'. •'.^^ examined at the

the opening ot the polls ni each precmct or town, and before openingofthe

any ballots are received, the ballot-box shall be publicly

opened and shown to be empty, and the election officers

shall, by personal examination, ascertain that the same
is empty, after which the box shall immediately be
locked or fiistened, a record of the condition of the box
register made by the clerk, and the key taken, if one
be used, and retained by the constable or police officer

in attendance at said precinct. The ballot-box shall

not be removed from the public view, after it is so

shown to be empt}', until all ballots have been removed
theretrom and the box has been re-locked or sealed.

No ballot shall be removed from the ballot-box in any
precinct or town while the polls are open, and the box
shall not be opened except that, in order to make room
for the deposit of all ballots, the warden may, in the

presence of all the election officers, open the box and
pack and press dowai the ballots therein. In tow^ns not Ballots maybe

divided into voting precincts and having more than six boxes anT

hundred voters the ballot-box may be opened and towns^ofmore

ballots taken therefrom and counted whenever in the *'''*,° T 'i°i^J!^
^

AUQ not UIVICIGQ

unanimous judgment of the selectmen and town clerk imo precincts.

it is necessary or advisable so to do. The wardens of
J^^^'jfjJ'g*/" ^^

each precinct shall have charge of the ballot-boxes and baiiotboxes and

ballot-box seals, and shall, at the close of each election,

return the same, either personally or by the hand of the
police officer or constable in attendance at the precinct,

to the city or town clerk. The clerk of each city and
of each town divided into voting precincts, respectively,

shall furnish to the clerks of the several precincts a seal

of suitable device, the design for which shall include the
number or designation of the precinct for wdiich it is

furnished, and said seal shall be used in sealing the
envelopes as required by law at any election. The pre-
cinct clerk shall retain the custody of the precinct seal,

and he shall, at the end of the term for which he was
appointed or whenever he ceases to hold said office,

deliver the same, together with the records of the pre-
cinct and other documents, to the city or towm clerk.

Section 90. The presiding officers at meetings held
fjj.^jj^^'^^^^^'t"^®

for the election of town or other officers, or lor taking the elections and
'

. .
o when voting

vote upon proposed amendments to the constitution, upon upon questions

questions submitted to all the voters of the Common- people.^
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wealth or of any city, and upon the license question, shall

be provided with a complete list of the persons qualified

to vote at such meeting ; and no person shall vote at an
election, or in taking any such vote, whose name has not

been previously placed on such list, nor until the presid-

ing officers find and check his name thereon, unless such
person present a certificate from the registrars of voters

as provided by law.

ufvote to'gwe^ Section 91. Whenever any person offers to vote he
his name, etc., shall orive liis uamc, and if requested so to do, his resi-
to be announced & T.

.

and repeated in deucc, to the wardcu or presiding election officer, who
shall thereupon announce the same in a loud and
distinct tone of voice, clear and audible, and if such name
is found upon the check-list by the election officer having
charge thereof, he shall, in a loud and distinct tone of

voice, clear and audible, repeat said name, and the

voter may then deposit his ballot in the box, with the

official endorsement uppermost and in sight, and his

name shall be immediately checked on said list. The
officers in charge of the box and the list respectively

shall be of different political parties.

Sen ^et°/ ^when Section 92. Whcii ill any state or city election the
vote is chai- right of any person offering to vote is challenged for any

cause recognized bylaw, the selectmen, warden or

presiding officer shall require the name and residence

of the person so offering to vote to be written upon the

ballot so offered and challenged, either b}' himself or

by some one in his behalf, and the selectmen, warden
or presiding officer shall add thereto the name of the

person challenging the same and the cause assigned
therefor, before such ballot shall be received : -provided^

that nothing contained in this section shall be so con-
strued as to permit election officers to receive any vote

which by law they are required to refuse.
Penalties. Section 93. Whocvcr M^lfully or negligently vio-

lates any of the provisions of the preceding section shall

be punished by fine of not less than twenty nor more
than two hundred dollars or b}- imprisonment in the jail

not exceeding one year.

Saf"be^made in
Section 94. The board of aldermen of an}^ city

regard to seals mav pass sucli regulations in regard to the use of the

seals and ballot-boxes and the manner of receiving,

counting and returning the votes as they may deem
expedient, provided such regulations are not incon-
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sistent with the provisions of law ; and if any person
wiltiilly neglects or refuses to comply w^ith any of such
regulations, he shall be punished by hue not exceeding
one hundred dollars or by imprisonment in the house of
correction not exceeding six months.
Section 95. The votes cast at state and city elec- votes at state

tions shall be received, sorted and counted by the select- uo.is'l'to L^re-

men and town clerk or by the election officers, as the andlfuWic"'

case mav be, with the assistance of the tellers, if any, declaration
-.

'

_ _

' ^ ' made in open
and public declaration made thereof in open town, ward town, etc.,

or precinct meetings. As soon as the polls are closed
the selectmen and town clerk or election officers, with the

assistance of the tellers, if any, shall proceed to canvass
the votes ; such canvass shall be public, and shall not be
adjourned nor postponed until it shall have been full}-

completed. As soon as the polls are closed, a record
shall be made by the clerk of the condition of the ballot-

box register ; the officers in charge of the check-lists

shall, in the presence of the other officers and the public,

count in a distinct and audible voice the names checked
on said lists and announce the whole number thereof;

the ballot-box, without being removed from the public

view, shall then be opened by the wardens or presiding

officers, the ballots shall be taken therefrom and audibly
counted one by one, and when the count is completed
the whole number of ballots cast shall be announced,
and the counting of the number of votes received by
each person voted for shall then proceed. In towns not
divided into voting precincts and having more than six

hundred voters the counting of the check-lists may be
made after the counting of the ballots. All ballots, Baiiotstobe

after being removed from the box, shall be kept within vfew.^'

the unobstructed view^ of the voters present at the place
of meeting until they are placed in the envelope as re-

quired by law. The total number of ballots cast, the

names of persons voted for, the number of votes received
for each person, and the title of the office for which he
is proposed, together with the number of blank ballots

for each office, shall be entered in words at length by
the tow'n, ward or precinct clerks in their respective

records. The precinct clerks shall forthwith deliver

certified copies of such records to the city or town clerks,

who shall forthwith enter the same in the city or town
records.
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theTigheTt'"^ Section 96. In all elections of civil officers b}' the

to"be^dedlJe°d^^
pcoplc, the pcrson or persons having the highest number

to be elected, of votcs sliall be deemed and declared to be elected ; but
no persons receiving the same number of votes shall be
deemed to be elected, if thereby a greater number would
be elected than required bv law.

fn'open^mSg Section 97. Moderators of meetings held for the
to cause ballots elcctiou of towu clcrk, selectmen, assessors, treasurer,
to be secured in ,

' '. .,',
envelope, sealed collcctor ot taxcs or school Committee, at which all of
and endorsed. • t m ^ r in ii

said orncers are voted lor upon one ballot, and selectmen
and wardens who preside at elections for state or city

officers, shall cause the ballots cast, for such officers,

after the same have been sorted, counted, declared and
recorded, to be secured in an envelope in open town,
ward or precinct meeting, as the case may be, and sealed

with a seal provided for the purpose, and with the private

seal of any election officer who may desire to affix the

same ; and a majority of the election officers in each tow^n

or precinct shall endorse upon the envelope for what
officers and in what polling place the ballots were cast,

the date of the election, and a certificate that all the bal-

lots cast by the voters of said town or precinct, as the

case may be, for such officers and none other, are con-

tained in said envelope. The moderator, selectmen and
wardens shall forthwith personally deliver, or transmit

by the constable or police officer in attendance at such
elections, the ballots, sealed as aforesaid, to the city or

town clerk,
check-iists used Section 98. lu cvcrv statc or city election the
at GiGctions to *^ *^

be enclosed in sclectmcn, wardcus or presiding officer of each town,

and^ndorsed.^ Ward Or prcciuct shall cause the check-lists used at such
election to be enclosed and sealed in an envelope and
transmitted in the same manner as the ballots cast at such
elections are required to be secured and transmitted

:

provided, however, that in towns not divided into vot-

ing precincts the check-lists shall be retained by the

selectmen until they are transmitted to the registrars of
voters, as hereinafter provided. The selectmen and
election officers, respectively, shall certify on such
envelope to the identity of the check-lists so enclosed.

Copy of check- The citv clcrk mav furnish a copy of a check-list after it
list may be , , ' , . " .

^ *^

,
,

.

. ^
furnished. has Dcen uscd m any precinct, upon the application oi

not less than ten legal voters resident within the ward of

which the precinct forms a part. The selectmen of a
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town not divided into voting precincts may furnish a copy
j^st^^, °y be*^*^^"

of a check-list after it has been used in any election, upon furnished.

the application of not less than ten legal voters resident

in the tov.n. The town clerk of a town divided into vot-

ing precincts ma}' furnish a copy of a check-list after it

has been used in any precinct, upon the application of

not less than ten legal voters resident therein. Immedi-
ately upon such copy being furnished the check-list shall

be again sealed up, with a new certificate attached, by
which the identitv and original condition shall be certified

by a majority of the selectmen, or by the city or town
clerk, as the case may be.

Section 99. Whoever wilfully or negligently vio- Penalties,

lates any provision of the two preceding sections shall be
punished by fine not exceeding two hundred dollars or

by imprisonment in the jail not exceeding one year.

Section 100. Selectmen and town and city clerks Preservation of

shall preserve in their custody the check-lists used at any
election for the same length of time as is required by law
for the preservation of ballots. And as soon as may be
thereafter they shall transmit said lists to the clerk of the

board of registrars of voters of their respective towns and ,

cities, and said board shall preserve them for future

reference in such manner as they may deem best.

Section 101. City and town clerks shall receive the city and town
• cl6rK8 to rGt&lD

envelopes containing the ballots thrown at any election, ballots until

sealed as hereinbefore provided, and shall retain them in [awTav™b"een°

their care until the requirements of law have been com- complied with.

plied with ; and as soon as maybe thereafter, said clerks

shall cause such ballots to be destroyed without examin-
ing them, or permitting them to be examined by any
person whatsoever, and shall make an entry in the records

of the city or town that they have been so destroyed ; and
any such clerk who examines such ballots, or permits

them to be examined, shall be punished by fine not ex-

ceedincr two hundred dollars.

Section 102. The mayor and aldermen and the Examination of

clerk of each city shall forthwith after an election ex-

amine the returns made by the election ofiicers of each
ward or precinct in such city, and if any error appears

therein they shall forthwith notify said election officers

thereof, who shall forthwith make a new and additional

return, under oath, in conformity to truth, which addi-

tional return, whether made upon notice or by such
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officers without notice, shall be received by the mayor
and aldermen or city clerk at any time before the expira-

tion of the day preceding that on which by law they are

required to make their returns or to declare the results of

the election in said city ; and all original and additional

returns so made shall be examined by the mayor and
aldermen, and made part of their returns of the results

of such election. In counting the votes in an election,

no returns shall be rejected when the votes given for

each candidate can be ascertained.

crteB?edeiec!'' Section 103. If withiu thirty days next following

rl°taine*irveiope
^^^^ ^^J ^^ ^^ clection, a pcrson who received votes for

containing bai- any office at Said election serves by himself, his agent

or attorney, upon the clerk of any city or town, a state-

ment in writing claiming an election to such office, or

declaring an intention to contest the election of an}^ other

person who has received, or who may receive, a certifi-

cate of election for the same, such clerk shall retain the

envelope containing the ballots thrown at such election,

sealed as provided b\^ law, subject to the order of the

body to which either of said persons may claim or be
held to have been elected, or of the board required by
law finally to examine the returns and issue certificates

of election, or until Such claim is withdrawn or such
election is decided by the authority competent to finally

determine the same. In all such cases said body or

board ma}' order the clerk of such city or town to appear
before them and bring with him the envelopes containing
the ballots cast at said election. Said clerk shall appear
according to said order, and said body or board may open
said envelopes, recount the ballots therein and amend
the returns relating thereto in accordance wuth the result

of such recount,
statement to be Section 104. If withiu six davs ucxt fbllowingr the
Bent to aldermen , r t

• r •
''

-r-
when election day of any election for state or city officers, ten or more
returns are be- ^• a J a. r ^ r •

.

r .

lievedtobe qualined voters of any ward of a city or of a town not
erroneous. divided iuto voting precincts, or of any voting precinct

in a town having more than one such precinct, file with
the city or town clerk a statement in writing that they
have reason to believe that the returns of the selectmen,
or of the election officers of certain precincts in said ward
or town, are erroneous, specifying wherein they deem
them in error, said clerk shall forthwith transmit such
statement to the selectmen, board of aldermen or the com-
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mittee thereof appointed to examine the returns of said

election. Such selectmen, board of aldermen or their Ballots to be
. . , . • 1 1 , examined and

committee shall thereupon, and withni eight days next quesuous

following the day of election, open the envelope or [ermined/

envelopes and examine the ballots thrown in said town
or precinct, as the case may be, and determine the ques-

tions raised : provided, however, that when an election Proviso.

is held to fill a vacancy in the senate or house of repre-

sentatives, the statement of errors shall be filed within

two davs and the recount of ballots shall be made within

three days following the day of said election. They shall

then again seal the envelope or envelopes with the seal

of the city or town or a seal provided lor that purpose,

and endorse upon the envelope or envelopes a certificate

that the same has been opened and again sealed by them
in conformity to law ; and the envelope or envelopes

sealed as aforesaid shall be returned to the city or town
clerk, who, upon the certificate of the selectmen, board of

aldermen, or of their committee, shall alter and amend
such of the town or precinct returns as have been proved

to be erroneous ; and such amended returns shall stand

as the true returns of the town or precinct. The cit}' or

town clerk shall amend the city or town records in

accordance with such amended returns, and copies of

such records of votes cast at any state election shall be

made and returned as herein provided for original returns.

Selectmen may appoint tellers in the manner hereinbe-

fore provided to assist them in recounting ballots under
the provisions of this section.

Section 105. If within fourteen days after the day Recount of bai-.... .
•' .r lots after muni-

of the municipal election in any city, ten or more quali- cipai elections

fied voters in said city shall file with the city clerk a

statement in writing that they have reason to believe that

the returns of ballots cast under the provisions of section

five of chapter one hundred of the Public Statutes are

erroneous, said clerk shall forthwith transmit said state-

ment to the board of aldermen of said city, and said

board shall within ten days thereafter recount said bal-

lots, and declare the result, and their record of said

recount shall stand as the true result of the vote cast

in said city under said section.

Section 106. In all cases whenever a recount of ^^^^^^'^^''g®

ballots cast at any election is claimed, the officers, board ^^^jg""^
''*°-

or committee charged with the duty of recounting such
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ballots shall, before proceeding to recount such ballots,

give notice in writing to the several contesting candidates

interested in and liable to be affected by such recount,

of the time when and the place where such recount is

to be made, and each of such contesting candidates may
appear and be present during such recounting, either in

person or by an agent appointed in writing by him in his

stead.

Section 107. The board of aldermen shall not

declare the result of an election until the time for tiling

a request for a recount of ballots has expired, or, in

case of such request having been made, until the said

ballots have been examined and the returns amended,
if found erroneous ; any provision in the charter of any
city or in any act in amendment thereof to the contrary

notwithstanding. Upon the expiration of the time

allowed for filing such request for a recount of ballots, if

no such request has been filed, or after the ballots have
been examined in accordance with such request and
such returns as are found erroneous have been amended,
as provided in the preceding sections, the board of alder-

men shall forthwith declare the result of the election, and
the city clerk shall thereupon issue certificates of their

election to the persons appearing from such returns to

be elected.

Section 108. City and town clerks shall within ten

days from the day of an election for electors of president

and vice-president, representatives in congress, governor,
lieutenant-governor, councillors, senators, secretary,

treasurer and receiver-general, auditor, attorney-general,
commissioners of insolvency, sheriffs, registers of pro-
bate and insolvency, district-attorneys or clerks of the
courts, transmit copies of the records of the votes, attested

by them, certified by the ma3^or and aldermen or select-

men, and sealed up, to the secretary of the Common-
wealth ; they shall in like manner, within ten days after

an election for county treasurer or register of deeds,
transmit such copies of the records of the votes to the

county commissioners of their several counties ; and
within ten days after an election for county commission-
ers, transmit such copies of the records of the votes to

the clerks of the courts for their several counties ; but in

the county of Suffolk the return of votes for register of
deeds shall be made to the board of aldermen of Boston,
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and in Revere and Winthrop the returns of votes for

county commissioners shall be made to the clerk of the

courts for the count}' of Middlesex.
Section 109. City and town clerks shall certify to Number of

the secretary of the Commonwealth within fifteen days ao^'checked

after the day of an election for state, city or town officers cenmed to\1ie

the total number of names of persons checked on the secretary,

lists of voters as having voted in each town or voting

precinct at such elections.

Section 110. Proof that a return of votes was prop- Proof of return

erl}'- directed to the person to whom it was required to erird^reJiedr

be transmitted or delivered, and mailed within the time comphant^for'°

fixed by law for such transmission or delivery, shall be deiiuquency.

a bar to any complaint for delinquency.
Section 111. When a return of votes from a city when return of

. . ., , ,~r- /-I , r .^ votes is received
or town IS received at the office of the secretary of the unsealed, sealed

Commonwealth not sealed up as by law required, he to^be traD^s*l°'

shall forthwith give notice thereof to the returning offi-
™'"«d.

cers ; who upon the receipt of such notice shall make a

copy of their record of the votes of said election, and
transmit the same, certified by them under oath to be
correct, to the secretary, and sealed up as required by
law in the case of original returns. If such copy is

received by the secretary before the day on which by
law the returns are to be opened and the votes counted,

and if, upon opening said copy by the governor and
council, the legislature, or any person authorized so to

do, the original return is found in substantial conformity
therewith, it shall not be rejected because of informality.

Section 112. The secretary shall furnish to the Bianij forms,

several cities and towns blank forms and envelopes for to be furnished

all certificates, transcripts and returns required to be
made to his office under this act, with such printed

directions on the envelopes as he deems necessary for

the guidance and direction of such officers in making
the returns according- to law.

Section 113. A memorandum of the date of the Memorandum

reception of all returns of votes at the secretary's office date^" recap-

shall be made at said office on the envelopes contain-
*'°°'

ing them ; and if a return required to be sealed up is

received unsealed, the secretary shall make a memo-
randum of such fact upon said return.

Section 114. The secretary upon receiving the Retumstobe

returned copies of the records of votes shall transmit

to cities and
towns.
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them as received with their seals unbroken to the gov-

ernor and council ; and the governor with five at least of

the council shall as soon as may be examine them ; and
he shall issue his summons to such persons as appear to

be chosen to the offices of governor, lieutenant-governor,

councillors, secretary, treasurer and receiver- general,

auditor, attorney-general, and senators ; and to such
persons as appear to be chosen members of congress,

commissioners of insolvency, sheriffs, registers of pro-

bate and insolvency district-attorneys and clerks of the

courts, he shall forthwith transmit a certificate of such
choice, signed by the governor and countersigned by
the secretary.

Section 115, Upon the completion of the examina-
tion of the copies of the records of votes by the governor
and council, and the determination of the persons sev-

erally appearing to be elected in accordance therewith,

the secretary of the Commonwealth shall furnish to such
newspapers in the Commonwealth as shall apply tor the

same an abstract of the returns of votes. All copies of

records of votes, whether original or corrected, shall be
placed and remain on file in the office of the secretar}^

of the Commonwealth, and be there open to inspection

by any interested person who ma}' apply therefor.

Section 116. The governor shall in the presence
of at least five councillors make and subscribe a certifi-

cate of the examination of the returns of votes for gov-
ernor, lieutenant-governor, and councillors, required by
article sixteen of the amendments of the constitution,

and of the result of said examination.
Section 117. After such examination, the returns

shall be replaced in their respective envelopes, which
with the returns and such certificate, the governor shall

deliver to the secretary, and the secretar}^ on the first

Wednesday of January shall lay the same, together with
schedules showing the number of ballots which appear
to have been cast for each person voted for, before the

senate and house of representatives.

Section 118. The secretary of the Commonwealth
shall report to the legislature, on or before the first day
of February of each year, the number of assessed polls,

the number of registered voters at the date of the last

preceding city, town and state elections, and the total

number of persons who voted at such elections in each
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city, town or voting precinct. Said report shall be one
of the series of public documents, and fifteen hundred
copies shall be printed annually.

Section 119. On the first Wednesday of the month Esaminauou of
. -', . returns of votes

succeedinor an election for county commissioner or special for county com-
•
^ ,, .-*'. r ,1 \ r tnissioner, etc.

commissioners, the board oi examiners lor the county lor

which the election was held shall meet; and the clerk

of the courts shall present the returned copies of votes

at such election ; and the board shall open and examine
them, and notify each person chosen of his election.

If such board or clerk wilfully neglects to perform any Penalty.

duty required of them under this section, each of them
so neglecting shall forfeit a sum not exceeding two hun-
dred dollars.

Section 120. The board shall within three days F®°^i'y.^°^J"-
• • /-I • •

1 /-n r lu'ly withold-

after such examination file such copies in the ornce ol sng return.

the clerk ; and any one of them wilfully detaining in his

custody such a copy three days after the time for tiling

it has expired shall forfeit fifty dollars, and the same sum
for each succeeding day of such detention ; and the clerk

shall notify the attorney-general of eveiy neglect so to

file and of everj^ such detention. The board shall also secretary to be

forthwith notifv the secretary of the Commonwealth of person chosen
.1 j'^'j r " L J and of vacancy.
the name and residence of every person so chosen, and
the date when his term of service will expire ; and shall

give the like notice of any vacancy in either of said

offices.

Section 121. County commissioners shall, on the Examination of

^ -^-fj ^ ^ r ^

''

^ T 1
returns of votes

nrst Wednesday ol the montli next succeeding an elec- for county

tion for county treasurer or register of deeds in their reglsteV^of"^

county, open and examine the returned copies of records fa^t^tobe"^

of votes at such election and notify the person chosen "otified.

of his election ; they shall also forthwith notify the secre-

tary of the Commonwealth of the name and residence

of eveiy person so chosen and the date when his term
of service will expire ; and shall give the like notice of

any vacancy in either of said offices. In Suffolk county
the board of aldermen of Boston, within ten days after

an election for register of deeds for said county, shall so

open and examine the votes of such election and give

notice as above provided.

Section 122. If, upon examination of the returned com°p']ete! e"c.,

copies of records of votes, it shall appear to the governor made'^aud
*° ^"^

and council, board of examiners or county commissioners transmitted.
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that any such copy is incomplete or erroneous, they may
order a new copy of the record to be made and trans-

mitted in the manner provided for making and transmit-

ting the original return. Said new copy shall be returned

by the clerk of the city or town within seven days after

the date of the order requiring the same to be made, and
if adjudged to be correct and in conformity to the require-

ments of law shall thereupon have the same force and
effect as an original return correctly made and trans-

mitted. The provisions of law applicable to the filing

of original returns of votes by boards of examiners shall

apply to the filing of such new returns.

Section 123. Prior to the public declaration of the

vote at an election, no statement shall be made by any
selectman, clerk, warden, inspector, teller or other elec-

tion officer, of the number of ballots cast, the number of

voters present, the number of votes given for any person

or for any officer, the name of any person who has
voted, the name of any person which has been voted on,

or of any other fact tending to show the state of the

polls.

Section 124. Any selectman, clerk, warden, in-

spector, teller or other election officer who violates the

provisions of the preceding section shall be punished
by fine not exceeding one hundred dollars or by im-

prisonment in the house of correction for twenty days.

Section 125. Precinct officers shall possess full

authority to maintain regularity and order and to enforce

obedience to their lawful commands during an election

and during the canvass of the votes after the closing

of the polls, and shall have full authority to preserve

peace and good order at and around the polling place

and to keep the access thereto open and unobstructed,

and may require any police officers, constables or other

persons present to communicate their orders and direc-

tions and to assist in the performance of the duties in this

section enjoined.

Section 120. It shall be the duty of the selectmen
of each town and of the chief executive officer of the police

force of each city to detail a sufficient number of con-

stables or police officers, who shall be stationed at each
polling place on the da}^ of election, to preserve order

and to protect each and all of said election officers and
supervisors from any interference with or obstruction in
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the performance of their respective duties, and to aid

in enforcing the provisions of law relating to elections.

Section 127. If any person shall refuse to obey the Person offend-

lawful commands of the election officers, or, by disorderly intocuBtody,

conduct in their presence or hearing, shall interrupt or hlbiredf'rom

disturb their proceedings, they may make an order direct- '*'°''"s-

ing any constable or police officer, or other person, to

take the person so offending into custody and detain

him until the final canvass of the votes shall becompleted,
but such order shall not prohibit the person so taken into

custody from voting at such election.

Section 128. If any person shall wilfullv disobey Penalty, for

1/-1 ^ r ^ ^ • rr-
"^ it'i disobeying

any lawful commands oi the election officers, or shall orders of eiec

wilfully and without lawful authority obstruct, hinder or obstnictlng*

""^

delay any voter on his way to any polling place where ^°'*"'"

an election is to be held, or while he is exercising or

attempting to exercise the right of voting, or shall aid

or assist in such obstruction or delay, he shall be punished
by fine not exceeding two hundred dollars or by imprison-
ment in the house of correction for not more than one
year.

Section 129. Whoever knowing that he is not a foriiiegai

qualified voter at an election wilfully votes for any ^^ '°^"

officers to be then chosen, or whoever so votes more
than once on his own name, or whoever so votes in more
than one town or voting precinct, his name having been
registered more than once or 'in more than one town or

voting precinct, shall be punished by fine not less than
three hundred dollars or by irrtprisonment in jail for not
less than three nor more than twelve months.
Section 130. Whoever wilfullv aids or abets any for aiding in

,111 , . ^ , . .
-^

.
-^ illegal voting.

one not legally qualified in voting or attempting to vote
at an election, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding two
hundred dollars for every such offence, or shall be
punished by imprisonment in jail for not less than one
nor more than twelve months.
Section 131. Whoever, with intent to cheat or de- for altering,

fraud, alters any ballot cast for any officer at any election fntentVch^t,

held for the choice of public officers ; and whoever, with
such intent, deposits any ballot in the ballot-box used at

such election or in the envelope used for the preserva-
tion of any state or city ballots cast at such election ; and
whoever, with such intent, removes any ballot from such
ballot-box or envelope, shall be punished by fine not

etc.
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aDother name.

for illegal
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exceedino; five hundred dollars or bv imprisonment in

the jail not exceeding three years.
Penalty for vot- Section 132. Whoevcr, in an assembly of people
ing under . i • i ^ ^ i' • ^^• r

met for a lawtul purpose at which an alphabetical list oi

voters is used in voting, votes or attempts to vote under
any name other than his own, shall be punished by fine

not exceeding fiftv dollars or by imprisonment in the

jail not exceeding thirty days.

Section 133. Whoever votes or attempts to vote

upon any name other than his own at any state, city or

town election, or whoever knowingh' gives more than

one ballot at one time of balloting at such election, shall

be punished by imprisonment in the house of correc-

tion for not less than three months nor more than one
year.

Section 134. Whoever aids and abets any person in

the commission of the offences described in the preced-

ing section shall be punished by fine not exceeding one
thousand dollars or by imprisonment in the house of

correction not exceeding one year.

Se;ction 135. Whoever wilfully gives a false answer
to the selectmen or moderator presiding at an election

shall forfeit for each offence a sum not exceeding one
hundred dollars.

Section 136. Whoever by bribery, or threatening

to discharge from his employment, or to reduce the

wages of, or by a promise to give employment or higher

wages to, a person, attempts to influence a qualified voter

to give or withhold his vote in an election, shall be
punished by fine not exceeding three hundred dqjlars

or b}' imprisonment in the jail or house of correction

for a term not exceeding one year, or both, at the discre-

tion of the court.

Section 137. Whoever pays, gives or bestows, or

directly or indirectly promises, any gift or reward to

secure the vote of any person for anv officer to be voted

for at any state, city or town election, shall be punished
by fine of not less than fifty nor more than one thousand
dollars or by imprisonment in the house* of correction

for not less than three months nor more than one year,

or both, at the discretion of the court.

Section 138. Whoever is disorderly at a meeting
held for an election mentioned in this act shall forfeit a

sum not exceeding twenty dollars.

for aiding or
abetting in ille-

gal voting.

for giving
false answers.

for attempt-
ing to influence
voters by
bribes, etc.

for bribery at

elections.

for disorderly
conduct.
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Section 139. Whoever in a town, ward or precinct PrcBiding officer

. ... , ^ , .
to require per-

meetincj, smokes or has in his possession a hfjhted pipe, son smoking or
"-•

. . .
,'-'.'' having liquor to

Cigarette or cigar, or carries into any such meeting or withdraw,

keeps therein any intoxicating liquor, shall be deemed
guilty of disorderly conduct, and the moderator, warden
or other presiding officer at such meeting shall order

such person to remove such pipe, cigarette, cigar or

liquor, or to withdraw himself from such place of meeting
;

and, on his refusing or declining to obey such order,

shall direct any police officers, constables or other per-

sons present, to take him from the meeting and confine

him in some convenient place until the meeting is

adjourned. The person so refusing shall for every such Penalty for dis-
J ^ _

x^ fc> J obedience.

offence forfeit a sum not exceeding twenty dollars.

Section 140. If a city or town officer wilfully Penalty, on otii-

1 , r ^ r ii 1 ,
• • 1 r 1 • cers for ncgltct

neglects or reluses to pertorm the duties required oi hnn orrefuf^ai.

respecting elections by the provisions of this title he shall

for each offence forfeit a sum not exceeding two hundred
dollars.

Section 141. The clerk of any city or town who on clerks for

^ ., , , , •',•',.. failure to niiiUe

tails to make return of the votes given therein m con- return of votes,

formity with -the provisions of law shall be liable to a

fine of not less than five nor more than fifty dollars.

Section 142. The provisions of this title relating speciScpro-
« visions iii citv

to cities, except section one hundred and seven, shall not charters to re-

be deemed to repeal or modify any provisions of law
™'""'"

inconsistent therewith and now in force by virtue of

statutes relating to particular cities : provided, however. Proviso,

that all elections in cities which, by any statute, are

appointed to be held on a Monday, shall be held on the

Tuesday next following such Monda}^
Section 143. No person entitled to vote at a state Time to be

1 .
1 11 1 11 11 1 • 1 allowed for vot-

efection shall be employed upon the day on which any ing of em-

state election occurs in any manufacturing, mechanical
^'°^®'^*"

or mercantile establishment in this Commonwealth, ex-

cept such establishment as may lawfully conduct its

business on the Lord's day, during the period of two
hours after the opening of the polls in the town, ward or

precinct in which such person is entitled to vote : -pro- Proviso.

vided, such person shall make application for leave of

absence during such time.

Section 144. Every owner, superintendent or over- Penalty.

seer in any such establishment who employs or permits

to be employed any person in violation of the preceding
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section shall forfeit not less than twenty nor more than

fifty dollars for each offence.

Section 145. The provisions of this title shall not be
deemed to repeal the special laws relating to elections in

the city of Boston.

TITLE III.

OFFICERS TO BE VOTED FOR AT STATE ELECTIONS.

pnclwe to state
SECTION 146. The provisions of law applicable to

elections to State elections shall apply to the election of the officers
apply. , , ' ' '^ . , ^ -ii

herein referred to except as herematter provided.
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other state
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election of
representatives.

Transcript of
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nated.

GOVERNOR, ETC.

Section 147. The governor, lieutenant-governor,

councillors, secretary, treasurer and receiver-general,

auditor, attorney-general, and senators and representa-

tives in the the general court, shall be elected annually
on the Tuesday next after the first Monday of Novem-
ber, as prescribed in the constitution.

Section 148. Warrants for meetings for the election

of representatives shall direct that the voters in cities,

towns, wards and precincts be notified to bring in their

votes on one ballot for the representatives to which their

several districts are entitled, and shall specify the num-
ber thereof.

Section 149. In cities, towns, wards and precincts

composing a part of a representative district, the select-

men and town clerks and election officers, in open town,
ward and precinct meetings, and the mayor and aldermen
and city clerks, shall forthwith, upon the vote for repre-

sentative being recorded, make out under their hands,
and seal up and deliver to their respective clei-ks a true

transcript of such record.

Section loO. The officers or boards authorized by
the constitution to apportion the representation assigned
to the several counties, at their meeting for such purpose,
shall designate a place in each representative district,

not contained in or consisting of one town or city, at

which the clerks of cities, towns, wards and precincts

composing such district shall assemble for the purpose of
ascertaining the results of elections. Such place of meet-
ing may be changed once in two years by the same
authority, after a hearing on the petition of two of such
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clerks. Due notice of such designation or change shall

be given by said officers or boards to the secretary of the

Commonwealth and to every city, town, ward and pre-

cinct in the district.

Section 151. The clerks of cities, towns, wards and
^|j*'^g",V((e,er.

precincts composing such district shall meet at noon on mine choice of

1 11/-1,. !• r . s' representative.
the tenth day lollowmg an election tor representatives,

at the place so designated ; provided, however, that such
clerks shall meet on the fourth day following an election

for representatives to fill a vacancy. Such clerks shall

examine and compare such transcripts and ascertain

what persons have been elected. If any error appears in

a transcript or return the clerks shall forthwith give

notice thereof to the officers required to make the return,

and such officers shall forthwith, in conformity to the truth

and under oath, make a new return, which, whether
made w4th or without such notice, shall be received and
examined by said clerks within two days after the time

appointed for the meeting ; and for that purpose the

meeting may be adjourned not exceeding two days. No
return shall be rejected when the number of votes given

for each candidate can be ascertained.

Section 152. Such clerks shall at such meeting Gierke to make
, 1 1 • 1 1 1 r ^

return and
make out under their hands a complete return oi the record.

names of all persons for whom votes were given in the

district, and the number of votes for each person, and a

record of the return shall be made in the book of records

of their respective cities, towns, wards or precincts

within four days after the day of the meeting.

Section 153. When it is ascertained who is elected
^.^^^^^l^^^l'

representative in a district composed of one town or city, made and trans-
'^ .^ - .

,
, "^ ranted withm

or one or more wards or precincts of a cit}', the select- fifteen days

dii in 1 i.jT after election,
aldermen, shall make out dupli-

cate certificates thereof, and shall transmit them within

fifteen days after the day of election, one to the office of

the secretary of the Commonwealth and the other by
a constable or other authorized officer to the person

elected.

Section 154. When the clerks of cities, towns. Duplicate cer-

wards and precincts composing a district, at their meet- raacrJlnd'trans-

ing for the purpose, ascertain that a representative is
fl/teen dlye'"

elected in their district, they or a majority of them shall after election,

make out duplicate certificates thereof", and shall transmit

them within fifteen davs after the dav of election, one to
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the office of the secretary of the Commonweahh and the

other by a constable or other authorized officer to the

person elected.

Section 155. City and town clerks shall transmit to

the secretary of the Commonwealth, within fifteen days
after the day of an election for representatives in the

general court, attested copies of the records of votes cast

for all candidates for said office in each voting precinct

or in each town not divided into voting precincts.

Section 156. Such certificates of election shall be

in substance as follows :
—

Commonwealth of IMassachusetts, county of . Pm'-
suant to a law of this Commonwealth, the qualified A'oters of Repre-
sentative District Number , in their several meetings on the

day of November instant, for the choice of representa-

tives in the general court, did elect , being
inhabitants of said district, to represent them in the general court to

be holden on the first Wednesday of January next.

Dated at the day of

in the year one thousand eight hundred and

If no choice,
certificate to be
sent, etc.

Proceedings in

case of a
vacancy.

Such certificates shall have a return thereon, signed
by the officer authorized to give such notice, and stating

that notice of the choice was given to the persons therein

mentioned, and that said persons were summoned to

attend the general court accordingly.
Section 157. If it appears that no choice of repre-

sentative has been effected by reason of two or more
persons having the same number of votes, so that no
person has a plurality, a certificate of the fact shall be
transmitted to the secretary of the Commonwealth by the

same officers and in the same manner as is hereinbefore

provided for one of the certificates of election in cases

when an election is made.
Section 158. When a vacancy occurs in a repre-

sentative district, the speaker of the house of represen-
tatives shall, in the precept which he may issue by order
of the house giving notice of such vacancy, appoint a
time for an election to fill the same. Upon the reception

of such precept, the mayor and aldermen of a city and
the selectmen of the towns comprising the district shall

issue their warrants for an election on the day named in

the precept ; and similar proceedings shall be had in

filling such vacancy as in the original election of repre-

sentatives.
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Section 159. The blank forms for certificates and
S'!'!!'''',!!!.^'""*rettirnB to con-

returns required under tliis title shall have printed *»'" certain pro-
, ^. iiiir--i 1

visions of law.
thereon sections one hundred and ntty-three, one hun-
dred and fifty-four, one hundred and fifty-six and one
hundred and fift^-seven of this act, and the first four sec-

tions of chapter two of the Public Statutes.

Section 160. In all returns of elections the whole whoie number

number of ballots given in shall be distinctly stated in Mated.""
'" ^^

words at length : fi-ovidcd, that the omission to state proviso,

the whole number of ballots shall not make the return

invalid in an}^ case in which the true result of the election

can be ascertained from the other parts of the return, or

by a recount made in conformity with the provisions of

law.

Section 161. A selectman giving- a certificate ofP^°aity,on
,

. . . '^
~

. selectmen for

election to a person voted for as representative to the faUe certificate,

general court, not in accordance with the declaration of

the vote in open town-meeting at the time of the election,

or in accordance with a recount of votes, shall forfeit

three hundred dollars.

Section 162. A clerk wilfully signing a certificate oncierksfor

not in conformity with the result of an election, as

appearing by the transcripts and returns or by a recount

of votes, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding three hundred
dollars.

Section 163. Towns and cities may provide suit- Compensation

able compensation to clerks and selectmen for services selectmen,

performed by them under the requirements of this act.

Section 164. In case of a vacancy in the office ofp'^rk.pro
. . . . . "^ . tempore.

City or town clerk, or any disability in such clerk to per-

form the duties required by this title, the selectmen,

mayor and aldermen, or board of aldermen, may appoint

a clerk pro tempore, who shall be sworn and perform
such duties.

representatives in congress.

Section 165. The mayor and aldermen and select- Election of

men of the several cities and towns shall, as provided in [n^congress?**

this act, call meetings to be held on the Tuesday next

after the first Monday in November in the year one thou-

sand eight hundred and ninety, and thence afterwards,

biennally, on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in

November, for the voters to give their votes for repre-

sentatives in congress.
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Representatives
in Congress,
envelopes for
returns of votes
for.

proceedings
in case of no
choice.

proceedings
in case of a

Penalty on offi-

cers for neglect
or refusal.

Section 166. The clerks in makincj their returns of

votes for representatives in congress shall transmit them
in envelopes expressing on the outside the district in

which the votes were criven.

Section 167. In case of no choice in a congressional

district, the governor shall cause precepts to issue to the

mayor and aldermen and selectmen of the several cities

and towns in the district, directing them to call a new
meeting on the day appointed in such precept for the

voters to give their votes for a representative in congress.

The precept shall be accompanied with a list of all the

persons voted for in the district who received fifty votes

or more according to the next preceding return and shall

show the number of votes for each of such persons

;

similar proceedings shall be had thereon and the same
returns made as in an original election ; and the like

proceedings shall be repeated as often as occasion may
require.

Section 168. When a vacancy happens in the repre-

sentation of this Commonwealth in congress, the governor
shall cause precepts to issue for a new election in the dis-

trict where the vacancy exists ; and similar proceedings
shall be had thereon as in an original election.

Section 169. If any city or town officer wilfully

neglects or refuses to perform any duty required of him
by the provisions of this title he shall forfeit for each
offence a sum not exceeding two hundred nor less than
thirty dollars.

electors of president and vice-president of
the united states.

president^Ld
Section 170. In cach year when the election of

vice-pre^uent, president and vice-president of the United States takes
place there shall be chosen as many electors of presi-

dent and vice-president as the Commonwealth is at such
time entitled to.

Section 171. The mayor and aldermen and select-

men of the several cities and towns shall, in the manner
hereinbefore provided in this act, call meetings to be held
on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November
of such 3^ear for the voters to give their votes for the

whole number of electors to which the Commonwealth
is entitled.

election of.
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Section 172. The names of all the candidates for EiectorBof

electors shall be printed on each ballot as provided by vicepreBident,

chapter four hundred and thirteen of the acts of the year lYnlxm^lf

eighteen hundred and eighty-nine ; and each group of
bauot.'"''*

""

candidates shall contain the name of at least one inhab-

itant of each congressional district into which the Com-
monwealth shall be then divided and shall designate the

congressional district to which he belongs.

Section 173. The governor and council shall within govemorand
,

-
,

^ - r ^ 1 -L.
council to exam-

ten da^'s alter the returns oi votes lor electors have been ine returns of

transmitted to the secretary of the Commonwealth, as make''p"rociain^-

provided in this act, open and examine such returns and "°°-

count the votes and declare by proclamation, to be printed

in at least one newspaper in each county of the Com-
monwealth, the names of the several persons who have
received not less than one-fifth of all the votes cast and
the number of votes received by each person ; and the

recerv^l'^certifi."

several persons who have received the highest number of cates if election
'^ 111 1 • 1 Ti 1 1

18 not contested.
votes so returned and whose election shall not have been
contested and notice of such contest given to the gov-
ernor within fourteen days of the date of such proclama-
tion shall be deemed and taken to be elected ; and the

governor shall thereupon transmit to each person so

chosen a certificate of his election.

Section 174. If upon examination of the returns of ^henTmajm-lty

votes it appears that a majority of the whole number of *'^^"°'*'*^°'"^°•

electors are not chosen, the governor shall forthwith by
proclamation call the legislature together, which shall,

by joint ballot of the senators and representatives

assembled in one room, choose as many electors as may
be necessary to complete the full number.
Section 175. The electors shall convene at the state timeand place

house in Boston on the Saturday preceding the second
Monday in January following their election, at three

o'clock in the afternoon. In case of the death or absence
of an elector, or in case the number of electors is de-

ficient, the electors present shall forthwith elect from the

citizens of the Commonwealth so many persons as shall

supply the deficiency.

Section 176. The electors so convened shall on said
tif'yanTtrads".

second Monday in January vote by ballot for one person "li' ''^'s to seat

1 /-• • 1 ri°' government.
for president and one person for vice-president oi the

United States ; one of whom at least shall not be an
inhabitant of this Commonwealth. They shall name in
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their ballots the person voted for as president, and in

distinct ballots the person voted for as vice-president

;

and the}^ shall make distinct lists of all persons voted

for as president and vice-president, and of the number^
of votes given for each ; which lists they shall sign and
certify, and transmit, sealed up, to the seat of the govern-

ment of the United States, directed to the president of

the senate ; and they shall in all respects proceed con-

formably to the constitution and laws of the United
States.

Section 177. Each elector shall receive three dol-

lars a day for attendance, and the same compensation for

travel as is allowed to a member of the general court.

Section 178. An}' person who, by the proclamation

of the governor as hereinbefore provided, appears to have
received not less than one-fifth of the votes cast in an
election for electors of president and vice-president of

the United States may apply to the supreme judicial

court in the county of Suffolk for a declaration of his

election as elector.

Section 17U. Such application shall be made by
petition in writing, to be filed within seven days from the

date of the proclamation provided for in section one
hundred and seventy-three of this act. The petition

shall set forth the names of the person or persons whose
election is contested and the grounds for such contest.

The petitioner shall, upon filing such petition and before

any proceedings are had thereon, recognize to the Com-
monwealth, in such sum and with such sureties as the

court shall order, to pay all costs incurred in the prose-

cution of such petition in case he shall not prevail in the

same.
Section 180. Upon the filing of said petition and

the giving of the said recognizance, the said court shall

order due notice of the petition to be given, in such man-
ner as it may direct, to the governor of the Common-
wealth and to the person or persons whose elections are

contested, said notice to be published in such newspapers,
being at least one in each county of the Commonwealth,
as the court shall order. Such notice shall contain a

short statement of the substance of the petition and shall

designate the day fixed by the court for the hearing of

the same, which day shall be not less than three nor
more than seven days from the filing of the petition.
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Section 181. At the day fixed for the hearinij the Petitioner to

,11 11 1 • -1 11 appearand
petitioner shall appearand produce his evidence, and the camiiduiewhoBe

1 1 ^' •
J i^ 1 election is con-

person or persons whose election is contested may appear tested may

and produce evidence on their part. Either party may "ppe"'' ^tc.

appear himself or by his authorized agent or attorney,

and no other person shall be entitled to be made a party

to the proceedings on such petition or to be heard per-

sonally orb}' counsel thereon : frovided^ that if more than
one petition be pending or more than one election be
contested, the court ma}' order the cases to be heard
together or apart as in its judgment may seem best.

Section 182. The court shall thereupon hear the Court to dcter-

. . 11
^

• r^ mine all ques-
case or cases, and hnally determine all questions oi law uonsofiawor

r , • 11 rpii -u J r r • fact involved.
or lact involved. 1 he burden oi prool in every case

shall be upon the petitioner, and the hearing shall be
confined to the grounds stated in the petition, which shall

not be amended after it has been filed. No ex parte affi-

davit shall be competent evidence in such hearing. No
person shall be excused from testifying or producing
papers or documents on the ground that such testimony

or production will tend to criminate himself: p?-ovidcd, P'o^'so-

that no person so testifying shall be liable to any suit or

prosecution, civil or criminal, for any matters or causes
in respect of which he shall be so examined or to which
his testimony shall relate. The court shall have the

same powers to compel the attendance of witnesses

which it now has in suits at common law, and nothing in

this act shall be held to limit the power of the court

to make such rules and regulations as to the conduct of
the proceedings as it may deem proper, not inconsistent

wnth the provisions of this act, and the court shall have
all powers necessary to the complete carrying out and
performance of the authority conferred upon it by this

act.

Section 183. The court shall adjudge in each case Court to adjudge

which of the parties to the proceedings is entitled to the Entitled toVe*

office of elector, and shall cause such adjudication to be
°®''^'

entered of record in such form and manner as it shall

direct, and shall forthwith certify said adjudication to the

governor of the Commonwealth ; and such adjudication

so certified shall be final and conclusive that the person
therein stated to have been elected is duly elected ; and
the governor shall forthwith transmit to such person a
certificate of his election, and every such certificate shall
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recite that it is issued pursuant to an adjudication under
this act, referring to this act by the date of its passage.

fiiialop^oJe- Section 184. If any petitioner shall fail to duly

cou'rt'to'''°"'
appear and prosecute his petition against an}- person who

adjudge that he has been made a respondent thereto, according to the
has BO failed, .

, r .^ ' , ^ r i i j
and to certify requu-ements of this act and oi such rules or orders as

goierno''r!°"
'° the court shall make, the court shall adjudge that he has

so failed, and shall cause such adjudication to be entered

of record in such form and manner as it shall direct, and
shall forthwith certify such adjudication to the governor
of the Commonwealth ; and the same shall be a final and
conclusive bar to the claim of the petitioner against such

respondent as fully and completely as if such claim had
been heard and determined on its merits ; and the gov-

ernor shall issue his certificate as provided in the preced-

ing section.

uTxed *und1jr the
Section 185. The costs of all proceedings under

direction of the this act shall bc taxcd uudcr the dircctiou of the court,
court. 1 ./• 1 -IT 11and II more than one case is heard together the costs

shall be apportioned under the same direction, and in

every case in which the petitioner shall not finally

prevail the costs shall be paid by him, and in every case

in which the petitioner shall finally prevail the costs

shall be borne by the Commonwealth, and the same
shall be paid out of the treasury of the Commonwealth
upon the warrant of the governor and council,

and^de^errahfa-
Section 186. The final hearing and determination

tion to be by a uudcr this act shall be by a maioritv of the justices of
majority of the , , .-,.''.''' . •'

,

justices. the court, but any single justice may exercise any other

of the powers given to the court by this act.

how°to7e"™^' Section 187. All periods of time mentioned in

reckoned. sectious ouc hundred and seventy-three, one hundred
and seventy-nine and one hundred eighty of this act

shall be reckoned exclusive of the day from which they
begin to run and inclusive of their last day, and Sundays
and holidays shall be included.

district and county officers.

fricS county
Section 188. District-attoHieys, clerks of the coui'ts,

officers. registers of probate and insolvency, sheriflTs, commis-
sioners of insolvency, county commissioners, special

commissioners, county treasurers and registers of deeds,

shall be chosen by ballot on the Tuesday next after the

first Monday of November in the years in which said
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officers are respectively to be elected, except as herein-

after provided. Those persons now holding said offices

shall continue to hold the same during the terms for

which they are elected, unless sooner removed as pro-

vided by law.

DISTRICT-ATTORNEYS.

Section 189. In the year eighteen hundred and S^^^J^I'n^'J.t

ninety-two and every third year thereafter, there shall be

elected by the voters in each of the districts into which
the Commonwealth is divided for the administration of

the criminal law a district-attorney, who shall be a

resident within the district. The officers so elected shall

hold their offices for three years from the first Wednesday
of January following their election.

CLERKS OF THE COURTS.

Section 190. In the year eighteen hundred and ^^"^^^1^^°^

ninety-one and every fifth year thereafter, there shall be

elected by the voters in the county of Suffolk a clerk

of the supreme judicial court for said county, and two
clerks of the superior court for said county, one for the

civil and one for the criminal business, and by the voters

in each of the other counties a clerk of the courts for the

county, who shall act as clerk of the supreme judicial

court, the superior court and the county commissioners.

Such clerks shall hold their offices for five years from
the first Wednesday of January following their election,

unless sooner removed as provided by law.

REGISTERS OF PROBATE AND INSOLVENCY.

Section 191. In the year eighteen hundred and prob^atelmf

ninety-three and every fifth year thereafter, there shall insolvency.

be elected by the voters in each county a register of

probate and insolvency for the county, who shall hold

his office for five years from the first Wednesday of

January following his election.

sheriffs AND COMMISSIONERS OF INSOLVENCY.

Section 192. In the year eighteen hundred and
coramu1i'on"'J9

ninety-two and every third year thereafter, there shall be of insolvency.

elected by the voters in each county a sheriff for the

county, and in the county of Worcester four commissioners

of insolvency, and in each of the other counties three
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commissioners of insolvency. Each of said officers shall

hold his office for three years from the first Wednesday
of January following his election.

Election of
county com-
missionerB.

special cona-

missionerB.

Not more than
one commis-
eioner to be
chosen from the
same place.

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS AND SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS.

Section 193. The voters in the county of Middle-
sex with those of the towns of Revere and Winthrop,
and the voters in each of the other counties except Suffolk

and Nantucket, shall annually elect one county commis-
sioner for the county, w4io shall hold his office for three

years and until his successor is elected and qualified.

There shall be three county commissioners in each
county except Suffolk and Nantucket.
Section 194. In the year eighteen hundred and

ninety-two and every third year thereafter, there shall be
elected by the voters in the county of Middlesex wath
those of the tow^ns of Revere and Winthrop, and by
the voters in each of the other counties except Suffolk

and Nantucket, two special commissioners for the

county, who shall hold their offices for three years and
until their successors are elected and qualified.

Section 195. Not more than one of the county com-
missioners and special commissioners in each county shall

be chosen from the same city or town. When at any
election two persons residing in the same city or town
h^ve a plurality of votes, wliereby one would otherwise
be elected county commissioner and the other special

commissioner, or both, to either of those offices, the one
who has the highest number of votes shall be elected ;

and w^hen both have an equal number, neither of them
shall be deemed elected. When a person residing in

a city or town in which a county commissioner or special

commissioner who is to remain in office resides has a
plurality of the votes, he shall not be elected.

Electinn of
county treas-

urer and regis-

ter of deeds.

COUNTY TREASURERS AND REGISTERS OF DEEDS.

Section 19r). In the year eighteen hundred and
ninety-one and every third year thereafter, there shall be
elected by the voters in each county, except Suffolk and
Nantucket, a suitable person residing therein to be
treasurer of the county, who shall hold his office for three

years and until his successor is elected and qualified.

At the same times there shall be elected bv the voters in
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each district for the registry of deeds, and in each county
not divided into such districts, a suitable person residing

therein to be register of deeds for such district or county,

who shall hold his office for three years and until his

successor is elected and qualified, unless sooner removed
as provided by law.

FAILURES TO ELECT.

Section 197. If on the days aforesaid there is a Proceedings in

failure to elect a district-attorney, clerk of the courts, todect/dlitrTct-

register of probate and insolvency, sheriff or commis- "" courts ."^regis-

sioner of insolvency, in any district or countvs the gov- ter of probate
-J •11 - M 1

and insolvency,

ernor shall by proclamation declare such lailure and sheriff or cm.

order a new election to be had on such day as he shall soiTency!^
°

appoint, and shall continue so to order such elections

until a choice is effected*.

Section 198. If on said days there is a failure to commission

elect a county commissioner or special commissioner for conimuswn'eil

any county, the board of examiners shall forthwith issue

their warrant to the mayor and aldermen and selectmen
of the cities and towns in such county, or, in the county
of Middlesex, to the mayor and aldermen and selectmen
of the cities and towns in said county and of Revere
and Winthrop, requiring them on a day mentioned in

their warrant, which shall be within twenty days after

issuing the same, to call meetings of the voters in their

respective places for completing such elections, and they
shall continue so to issue their warrants until a choice is

effected. At each election the examiners shall furnish

the mayor and aldermen and selectmen with a list of
the persons not elected, who at the preceding election

received more than twenty-five votes.

Section 199. If on said days there is a failure to county treas-

elect a count}'' treasurer or register of deeds for any
of^jeeds'^^^''"^'^

county or district, the county commissioners shall forth-

with issue their warrant to the mayor and aldermen and
selectmen of the several cities and towns in such county
or district, requiring them on a day mentioned in the

warrant to call meetings of the voters in their respective

places for completing such elections, and they shall con-
tinue so to issue their warrants until a choice is effected.

The commissioners shall in such cases meet and count
the votes at such times as they shall adjourn to for that

purpose.
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VACANCIES.

Section 200. If a person elected to either of the

offices mentioned in section one hundred and ninety-

seven is removed therefrom or otherwise vacates the

same, an election to fill such office for the remainder
of his term shall be ordered by the governor, and shall

be had on the Tuesday next after the first Monday of

November.
Section 201. A vacancy in the office of county

commissioner or special commissioner of any county
may be filled at any time when the board of examiners
think it expedient ; and they shall issue their warrant
therefor to the mayor and aldermen and selectmen of

the cities and towns of such county, or in the county
of Middlesex to the mayor and aldermen and selectmen

of the cities and towns therein, and of Revere and
Winthrop, and the person chosen shall fill the office

for the remainder of the term.

Section 202. If a person elected county treasurer

or register of deeds resigns or otherwise vacates the

office, an election to fill the same for the remainder of

the term shall be had on the Tuesday next after the

first Monday of November upon the order of the county
commissioners, who shall issue their warrant therefor as

in the case of failure to elect.

Section 203. If the mayor and aldermen or select-

men of an}'^ place wilfully neglect to comply with a
warrant or order issued under either of the six preced-
ing sections, each of them so neglecting shall forfeit a
sum not exceeding two hundred dollars.

Section 204. If the office of count}^ treasurer becomes
vacant by the death, removal from the county, or inca-

pacity of the treasurer or otherwise, the county com-
missioners shall appoint some suitable person, resident

in the county, to fill the vacancy.
Section 205. If a vacancy occurs in the office of

sheriflf'or commissioner of insolvency in any county, the

governor with the advice and consent of the council

may appoint and commission some person to fill the

same, who shall hold his office until another is elected

and qualified.

Section 206 In case of the death, resignation or

removal of a register of deeds in the county of Suffolk,
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the superior court, and in any other county the county

commissioners at a meeting held at the place of their

next regular meeting, shall forthwith appoint on their

records some suitable person residing within the district

to be register of deeds until the vacancy is filled by a

new election as herein provided.

Section 207. County commissioners and boards of
^^°py^/J[^J,\Q^

examiners shall forthwith send to the secretary of the to be sent to the

^1 11 r r t J.-
secretary.

Commonwealth a copy oi any warrant lor an election

issued by them under the provisions of this title.

TITLE IV.

TOWN-MEETINGS AND THE ELECTION OF TOWN OFFICERS.

Section 208. Every male citizen of twenty-one years Qualification of

of age and upwards (except paupers, persons under affaTrl.'"'^"'^'*

guardianship and persons excluded by article twenty
of the amendments to the constitution) who has resided

within the Commonwealth one year and within the town
in which he claims a right to vote six months next pre-

ceding a meeting for the transaction of town affairs, and
who has been duly registered as a voter in said town,

and who has paid, by himself or by his parent, master

or guardian, a state or county tax assessed upon him in

any town within two years next preceding such meeting ;

and also every citizen w4io shall be by law exempted
from taxation, and who shall be in all other respects

qualified as above mentioned, shall have a right to vote

at such town-meetings upon all questions concerning
town aff'airs ; and no other person shall be entitled to

vote at such meeting ; but nothing herein contained shall women may

defeat the right of women, duly qualified and assessed, committee,

to vote for members of school committees.

Section 209. The annual meeting of each town Annual and

shall be held in February, March, or April ; and other maybe

meetings at such times as the selectmen may order. *'^J°"''°®

Meetings may be adjourned from time to time, and to

any place within the town.
Section 210. Every town-meeting shall be held in warrants for

pursuance of a warrant under the hands of the select- i^cki'de^two^of

men, directed to the constables or to some other persons more meetings,

appointed by the selectmen for that purpose, who shall

forthwith notify such meeting in the manner prescribed

by the by-laws or by a vote of the town. The selectmen



4-18 1890.— Chapter 423.

Contents of
warrants, etc.

If selectmen re-

fuse, meeting
may be called
by a justice of
the peace.

If majority of
selectmen
vacate office,

others may call

meeting.

Moderator to be
chosen.

Conduct of
meeting during
the election of
moderator.

When check. list

is to be used.

Moderators,
powers and
duties.

may b}' the same warrant call two or more distinct town-
meetings for distinct purposes.

Section 211. The warrant shall express the time

and place of the meeting and the subjects to be there

acted upon ; the selectmen shall insert therein all sub-

jects which may, in writing, be requested of them by
any ten or more voters of the town, and nothing acted

upon shall have a legal operation unless the subject-

matter thereof is contained in the warrant.

Section 2i2. If the selectmen unreasonably refuse

to call a meeting, a justice of the peace, upon the appli-

cation of ten or more legal voters of the town, may call

such meeting by a warrant under his hand directed to

the constables of the town, if any, otherwise to any of

the persons applying therefor, directing them to summon
the inhabitants qualified to vote in town affairs to assemble
at the time and place and for the purposes expressed in

tlie warrant.

Section 213. If, by reason of death, resignation, or

removal from town, a major part of tlie selectmen thereof

vacate their office those who remain in office may call a

town-meeting.

moderators.
Section 214. At every town-meeting, except for the

election of state officers, a moderator shall first be chosen.
Section 215. During the election of a moderator

the town clerk if present shall preside, if he is absent or

if there is no town clerk the selectmen shall preside, if

neither the selectmen nor the town clerk are present the

justice of the peace calling said meeting shall preside
;

and the town clerk and selectmen and said justice of the

peace when so presiding shall have the powers and per-

form the duties of a moderator.
Section 21(3. In the election of town officers, whose

election is not required by statute to be by ballot, the
check-list shall be used or not as the town at its meeting
shall determine ; except that the check-list shall be used
in the election of moderators of town-meetings held tor

the choice of town officers.

Section 217. The moderator shall preside in the
meeting, may in open meedng administer the oaths of
office to any town officer chosen thereat, shall regulate

the business and proceedings of the meeting, decide all

questions of order and make public declaration of all
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votes passed. When a vote so declared by him is,

immediately upon such declaration, questioned by seven

or more ot' the voters present, he shall make the vote

certain by polling the voters or by dividing the meeting,

unless the town has by a previous vote or by its by-laws
otherwise provided.

Section 218. No person shall speak in a town-meet- No person to
i ^

, ., Bpeak without
mg Without leave of the moderator, nor while another permission,

person is speaking b}" his permission ; and all persons

shall at his request be silent.

Section 219. Whoever at any election of town Penalty for

officers, knowing that he is not a qualified voter, wilfully '
'^^^ ^° '°^'

votes for any officer then to be chosen shall be punished
by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars for each
offence.

Section 220. If a person behaves in a disorderly Disorderly con-

i r • r 1 1
• duct, penalty.

manner and alter notice irom the moderator persists

therein, the moderator may order him to withdraw from
the meeting ; and on his refusal may order the con-

stables or any other persons to take him from the meet-
ing and confine him in some convenient place until the

meeting is adjourned. The person so refusing to with-

draw shall for such ofience forfeit a sum not exceeding
twenty dollars.

Section 221. A moderator or other presiding officer Penalty on pre-

who at a town-meeting, before the poll is closed and reading, e^tc!^,

""^

without the consent of the voter, with a view to ascer- pol'usdosed!^*^

tain the canditate voted for by him, reads, examines,
or permits to be read or examined the names written

on such voter's ballot, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding
fifty dollars.

Section 222. Moderators and town clerks when Tellers, ap-

J . • 1 i i x" • , 11 pointment, tobe
required to preside at town-meetings may appoint tellers sworn, powers

to aid them in checking the names of voters, or in assort-
^°<^'^"'i^*-

ing and counting votes. Such tellers shall be sworn to

the faithful discharge of their duties by the town clerk,

who shall make a record of the taking of such oath.

Every such teller shall be subject to the same penalties

to which the officer so appointing him is subject in the

performance of the duties in which such tellers assists.

Section 223. The moderator of a towm-meeting Moderator to

rccGJvB votes 01
shall receive the votes of all persons whose names are registered

borne on the list of voters as certified by the registrars of "^ *"*

voters ; and shall not be answerable for refusing the
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when another
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vote of a person whose name is not on said list, unless

such person presents a certificate from the registrars of

voters as provided in title one of this act.

Section 224, No vote shall be received by the pre-

siding officers at any election provided for in this title

unless presented for deposit in the ballot-box by the voter

in person, open and unfolded, and so that such officers

can know that only one ballot is presented.

Section 225. Ballots cast by women qualified to

vote for school committee, shall contain the words :
—

For school committee, onl}- .,— clearly written, printed or

stamped upon the back thereof; and only such ballots so

endorsed shall be received from women so voting. Bal-

lots containing such endorsement shall be counted only
in the choice of members of school committee, and lor

no other office or purpose.

Section 226. If within two days next following the

day of an election in a town for town clerk, selectmen,

assessors, treasurer, collector of taxes or school commit-
tee, at which all of said officers are voted for upon one
ballot, ten or more qualified voters of such town file with
the town clerk a statement in writing that they have
reason to believe that an error was made in ascertaining

or declaring the result of any such election, specitying

wherein they deem such error to have been made, said

clerk shall forthwith transmit such statement to the

moderator. Such moderator shall thereupon, and within
three days next following the day of such election, open
the envelope or envelopes containing the ballots cast for

candidates for the office, the election to which is disputed,

and determine the questions raised. If upon such deter-

mination it shall appear that some person was elected

other than the person declared to have been elected, the

moderator shall forthwith file a certificate of such fact,

signed by him, stating therein the number of votes cast

for each candidate for the office, the election to which is

disputed, as determined by the recount, with the town
clerk, who shall record the same in his book of records

of town-meetings, directly following his record of the

meeting at which said election was held, and shall within

twenty-four hours after such filing cause a copy of such
certificate, attested by him, to be delivered to or left at

the residence of the person declared in open town-meet-
ing to have been elected, and to the person who b}^ such
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certificate appears to have been elected. The person

Avho by such certificate appears to have received the

highest number of votes shall be deemed to have been
elected. Moderators may appoint teller in accordance Tellers may be
.,, .. f.

•'.^•'
,

,, , appointed.
With the provisions of section two hundred and twenty-

two of this act to assist them in recounting ballots under
the provisions of this section. The candidate or candi- CandidateB may
, ^ , , . . ,

.

Ill • , . be preseul with
dates whose election is disputed and the opposing candi- counsel,

date or candidates may be present, with council, at any
recount made under the provisions of this section.

Section 227. The provisions of this act, so far as Howactistobeir-'i 1111 construed.

thev are the same as those of existing laws, shall be con-

strued as a continuation of such laws and not as new
enactments ; and the repeal by this act of any provision

of law shall not affect any act done, liability incurred, or

any right accrued and established, or any suit or prose-

cution, civil or criminal, pending or to be instituted to

enforce any right or penalty or punish any offence under
the authority of the repealed laws.

TITLE V.

REPEALS.

Section 228. Chapters seven, eight, nine, ten, and Repeal,

sections fifty-two, fifty-three, fifty-four, fifty-five, fifty-six,

fifty-seven, fifty-eight, fifty-nine, sixty, sixty-one, sixty-

two and sixty-three of chapter twenty-seven of the Public

Statutes, chapters twent3^-eight and two hundred and
sixty of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-

two, chapters forty-two and two hundred and twent}—nine
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-

three, chapters two hundred and ninety-eight and two
hundred and ninety-nine of the acts of the year eighteen

hundred and eighty-four, chapters five, one hundred and
seven, one hundred and eight, one hundred and forty-

two, two hundred and twenty-nine, two hundred and
forty-six, two hundred and forty-eight, two hundred
and sixty-one, two hundred and sixty-two, two hundred
and sixty-eight, two hundred and seventy-one and three

hundred and fifty-one of the acts of the year eighteen

hundred and eighty-five, chapters forty-nine, sixty-eight,

seventy-eight, two hundred and sixty-two and two hun-
dred and sixty-four of the acts of the year eighteen
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Repeal. huDclred and eighty-six, chapters one hundred and

forty-seven, two hundred and forty-nine, two hundred

and sevent3'^-two, three hundred and seventy-one and

four hundred and thirty-two of the acts of the year

eighteen hundred and eighty-seven, chapters one hun-

dred and forty-six, one hundred and sixty-four, two
hundred, two hundred and three, two hundred and six,

three hundred and fifty-three, three hundred and eighty-

two and four hundred and thirty-four of the acts of

the year eighteen hundred and eighty-eight, chapters

sixty-nine, one hundred and ninety-six, and sections

one, three, four and five of chapter four hundred and

four of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
eighty-nine, chapters one hundred and seventy-five,

two hundred and nineteen, two hundred and twenty-

three and three hundred and five of the acts of the

year eighteen hundred arid ninety, and all acts and
parts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

\^Approved June 21, 1890.

Gha/D 424 ^^ ^^^ "^^ authorize the city of fitcuburg to borrow
MONET FOR THE PURCHASE OF LAND AND THE ERECTION OF A
HOSPITAL.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

May borrow SECTION 1. The city of Fitchburg is hereby authorized
$100 000 for the *^ o •/

purpose of to borrow the sum of one hundred thousand dollars and

hospital
.'°^ "* to issue its notes or certificates of indebtedness therefor

at a rate of interest not exceeding four per centum per
annum, and said money shall be expended for the pur-
chase of land and the erection of a hospital building in

said city as contemplated in the bequest made therefor in

the will of Gardner S. Burbank late of said Fitchburg,
ProvisoB. deceased : provided, that from the sum received under

said will by said city, or by any person or corporation in

its behalf, no allowance shall be made for any interest

paid, or discount allowed, on account of money borrowed
and expended as aforesaid

; jjrovided, further, that the

indebtedness so created by said city shall not be included

in determining the amount of debt said city is authorized

to incur under existing provisions of law.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Ai^proved June 21, 1890.

I


