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Boabd of Registration of Nurses,

State House, Boston, Dec. 31, 1913.

To His Excellency Eugene N. Foss.

Sir :
— In compliance with section 9 of chapter 449 of the

Acts of 1910, the Board of Registration of Nurses respectfully

submits its annual report for the year ending Dec. 31, 1913.

The number of nurses applying for registration this year is

426; number registered is 358; rejected, 56; and 12 are on the

list for examination at such time as they may elect.

The number of nurses registered since the organization of

the Board in October, 1910, is 5,863. Of this number, 5,208

were registered under the provisions of section 5 of the regis-

tration act, which provided for the registration during a limited

period of two classes of nurses without requiring any examina-

tion test whatever as to their fitness to care for the sick. One

class included applicants who had "had such experience in a

hospital or training school as in the opinion of the board would

justify registration." This classification is regarded as a most

unfortunate feature of the law, unjust both to the trained

nurse and to the public. A knowledge of nursing acquired

solely by an experience of five years in intermittent caring for

the sick cannot be regarded as an equivalent of three, or even

of two, years of constant preparation in a hospital training

school.

Of the number 5,208, registered as provided in section 5,

without an examination, 588 belong to the five-year class.

Registration under section 5 ceased in April, 1911. Since that

time 652 applicants have been registered, and 100 have been

rejected.

The law requires the Board to hold three examinations in

each year, one in January, one in April and one in October.

The examinations consist of both written and practical exer-
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cises. The subjects discussed are general nursing, ethics,

dietetics and infant feeding, obstetrics, anatomy and physiology

and home sanitation.

Nurses desiring to take an examination must file their appli-

cations not later than five days before the examination date.

Application blanks are mailed to nurses on request.

Nurses who have secured registration through examination in

another State, and who have located in this State to engage in

professional nursing, can apply for registration under section

6, which provides that the Board "shall have power to register,

. . . without examination, any person who has been registered

as a professional nurse in another State." The Board, however,

strongly recommends such persons to apply for registration

under the provisions of section 3, which requires an examina-

tion. A registration secured in this manner receives the high-

est commendation.

Due consideration for the protection of society against incom-

petent service in the sick room has induced most of the States

to enact laws relative to the registration of nurses, the funda-

mental idea being supposedly that the public has a right to

know from some authoritative source that persons holding

themselves out as competent to care for the sick have qualified

themselves for such service by a reasonable amount of training-

school instruction and hospital service. But the Massachusetts

law disregards this fundamental principle, and as its chief aim

provides an easy method for an indiscriminate registration of

nurses, the capable and incapable, the really competent nurse

who has graduated from a three-year course in a general hospi-

tal and the partially trained nurse holding a certificate of grad-

uation from a two-year course in some small private hospital or

sanatorium.

The Board is of the opinion that graduates only of creditable

training schools should be eligible to take the State examina-

tions, and that the Board should have authority to inspect the

numerous training schools in the Commonwealth to determine

their standing.

The Board therefore recommends that section 3 of chapter

449 of the Acts of 1910 be amended by striking out all of the

words in the said section, as printed in the Acts and Resolves of
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the year 1910, as far as the word "An", in the twelfth line,

and inserting in place thereof the following :
—

Applicants for registration under this section who shall furnish the

board with satisfactory proof that they are twenty-one years of age

or over, of good moral character, and that they have received certifi-

cates of graduation from a training school for nurses considered effi-

cient by the board, shall, upon the payment of a fee of five dollars, be

examined, and if found qualified, shall be registered and authorized

to use the title Registered Nurse, and shall receive a certificate thereof

from the board signed by its chairman and secretary.

The board shall have authority under this section to investigate at

any time the several training schools for nurses in this commonwealth,

for the purpose of determining their efficiency as shown by their gen-

eral equipment, by the character, the methods, and the extent of in-

struction given therein. The expense, as approved by the chairman and

secretary of the board, of such investigations, shall be paid out of the

treasury of the commonwealth from the fund standing to the credit of

the board, — so that said section, as amended, shall read as follows:—
Section 3. Applicants for registration under this section who shall

furnish the board with satisfactory proof that they are twenty-one

years of age or over, of good moral character, and that they have re-

ceived a certificate of graduation from a training school for nurses con-

sidered efficient by the board, shall, upon the payment of a fee of five

dollars, be examined, and if found qualified, shall be registered and au-

thorized to use the title Registered Nurse, and shall receive a certificate

thereof from the board signed by its chairman and secretary.

The board shall have authority under this section to investigate at

any time the several training schools for nurses in this commonwealth,

for the purpose of determining their efficiency as shown by their gen-

eral equipment, by the character, the methods, and the extent of in-

struction given therein. The expense, as approved by the chairman and

secretary of the board, shall be paid out of the treasury of the common-
wealth from the fund standing to the credit of the board. An applicant

who fails to pass an examination satisfactory to the board, and is there-

fore refused registration, shall be entitled, within one year after such

refusal, to a re-examination at a meeting of the board called for the ex-

amination of applicants, without the payment of an additional fee. The
said board may, after a hearing, by vote of a majority of its members,

annul the registration and cancel the certificate of any nurse; and, with-

out a hearing, may annul the registration and cancel the certificate of a

nurse who has been found guilty of a crime or misdemeanor. All fees

received by the board shall once a month be paid by its secretary into

the treasury of the commonwealth.
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Financial Statement.

Receipts.

The amount of fees paid into the treasury of the Common-
wealth since the organization of the Board is . . . $29,800 00

The amount of fees paid into the treasury received from

426 applicants for registration this year is . . 2,130 00

Disbursements.

The amount expended for salaries, incidental expenses of

the Board, advertising, postage, printing and material,

and other office supplies since the organization of the

Board, is 9,132 00

The amount paid for salaries and incidental expenses this

year is 2,353 00

Balance in treasury standing to the credit of the Board, . 20,668 00

Owing to the resignation of Dr. Edwin B. Harvey, as secre-

tary of the Board of Registration in Medicine, on April 1, he

ceased at that time to be the secretary of this Board.

The Board desires to express its appreciation of the great

assistance rendered by Dr. Harvey in the early days of its

organization, and feels that to his counsel and interest it owes,

to a great degree, whatever efficiency it may have attained,

and that in his death the Board has sustained a great personal

loss.

The registration act now in force is printed in the Appendix;

also an alphabetical list of the names of nurses registered this

year.

Respectfully submitted,

MARY M. RIDDLE, R.N., Chairman.

WALTER P. BOWERS, M.D., Secretary.

LUCIA L. JAQUITH, R.N.

MARY E. SHIELDS, R.N.

CHARLES A. DREW, M.D.
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LAW RELATING TO THE REGISTRATION

OF NURSES.

Chapter 449 of the Acts of 1910.

An Act to provide for the Registration of Nurses.

Section 1. A Board of Registration of Nurses is hereby established

to consist of five members. One member shall be the secretary of the

board of registration in medicine, ex officio; the other four members

shall, within sixty days after the passage of this act, be appointed by

the governor with the advice and consent of the council. Three mem-
bers shall be nurses holding diplomas, each from a different training

school for nurses giving at least a two years' course in the theory and

practice of nursing in a hospital, and they shall have had eight years'

experience in nursing the sick. The fifth member shall be a physician

who is superintendent of a hospital having a training school for nurses.

The four appointive members shall be appointed to serve as follows:

one member for one year, one for two years, one for three years and

one for four years from the first day of October, nineteen hundred and

ten, and until their respective successors are appointed; and thereafter

the governor, with the advice and consent of the council, shall annually,

before the first day of October, appoint one person qualified as afore-

said to hold office for four years from the first day of October next

ensuing. Vacancies in said board shall be filled for the unexpired term

in the manner of the original appointment. Any member of the said

board may be removed, for cause, by the governor with the advice and

consent of the council.

Section 2. The members of said board shall meet at the office of

the board of registration in medicine on the second Tuesday of October,

nineteen hundred and ten, and annually thereafter, and shall imme-

diately proceed to organize by electing a chairman who shall hold office

for the term of one year. The secretary of the board of registration in

medicine shall be secretary of the board of registration in nursing, and

shall receive as compensation therefor such sums as may be fixed by the

governor and council, to be paid from fees received hereunder. The

said board shall hold three regular meetings in each year; one on the

second Tuesday, of January, one on the second Tuesday of April, and

one on the second Tuesday of October at the office of the board of regis-

tration in medicine, and it may hold additional meetings at such times

and places as it may determine.
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Section 3. It shall be the duty of said board, immediately upon its

organization, to notify all persons engaged in the practice of nursing

the sick in this commonwealth of the times, places and subjects of the

examinations for registration, by publication in one or more newspapers

in each county. Application for registration shall be made upon blanks

to be furnished by the board, and shall be signed and sworn to by the

applicants. An applicant for registration who shall furnish satisfactory

proof that he or she is at least twenty-one years of age, and of good

moral character shall, upon payment of a fee of five dollars, be exam-

ined by the said board, and, if found to be qualified, shall be registered,

with a right to use the title Registered Nurse, and shall receive a cer-

tificate thereof from the board signed by the chairman and secretary.

An applicant who fails to pass an examination satisfactory to the board,

and is therefore refused registration, shall be entitled, within one year

after such refusal, to a re-examination at a meeting of the board called

for the examination of applicants, without the payment of an additional

fee. The said board may, after a hearing, by vote of a majority of its

members, annul the registration and cancel the certificate of any nurse;

and, without a hearing, may annul the registration and cancel the cer-

tificate of a nurse who has been found guilty of a crime or misdemeanor.

All fees received by the board shall once a month be paid by its secre-

tary into the treasury of the commonwealth.

Section 4. Examinations shall be partly in writing in the English

language and partly in practical work, and shall include the principles

and methods of nursing. Due credit shall be given for examinations in

special branches.

Section 5. Any resident of this commonwealth who shall make appli-

cation for registration within one year after the passage of this act, and

who shall prove to the satisfaction of the board, by affidavit or other-

wise, that he or she was actually engaged for five years next prior to the

date of application in nursing the sick in a competent manner or has

had such experience in a hospital or training school as, in the opinion

of the board, would justify registration, shall be registered without

examination on the payment of a fee of five dollars.

Section 6. The board shall have power to register in like manner,

without examination, any person who has been registered as a profes-

sional nurse in another state under laws which in the opinion of the

board maintain a standard substantially similar to that of this act.

Section 7. Each member of the board, except the secretary, shall

receive five dollars for every day actually spent in the performance of

his or her duties : provided, however, that in no event shall the total sum

paid to any member of said board exceed one hundred and fifty dollars

in any one year, and the necessary travelling expenses actually incurred

in attending the meetings of the board, not exceeding three cents a mile

each way. The said compensation and travelling expenses and any in-
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cidental expenses necessarily incurred by the board or any member

thereof shall, if approved by the board, be paid from the treasury of the

commonwealth, but only from the fees paid into the said treasury by

the board.

Section 8. The board shall investigate all complaints of violation of

the provisions of this act, and report the same to the proper prosecuting

officers.

Section 9. The board shall keep a record of the names of all persons

registered hereunder, and of all money received and disbursed by it, and

a duplicate thereof shall be open to inspection in the office of the secre-

tary of the commonwealth. Said board shall annually, on or before

the first day of January, make a report to the governor of the condition

of professional nursing in this commonwealth, of all its official acts

during the preceding year, and of its receipts and disbursements.

Section 10. Whoever, not being authorized to practice as a registered

nurse within this commonwealth, practices or attempts to practice as a

registered nurse, or uses the abbreviation, R. N., or any other words,

letters, or figures to indicate that the person using the same is such a

registered nurse, shall for each offence be punished by a fine of not more

than one hundred dollars. Whoever becomes registered or attempts to

become registered, or whoever practices or attempts to practice, as a

registered nurse under a false or assumed name, shall for each offence

be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred nor more than five

hundred dollars, or by imprisonment for three months, or by both, such

fine and imprisonment.

Section 11. This act shall not apply to gratuitous nursing of the

sick by friends or members of the family, or to the acts of any person

nursing the sick for hire who does not assume to be a registered nurse.

Section 12. The board may make such rules and regulations with

reference to procedure hereunder as it may deem expedient, provided

that the same are not inconsistent with this act or with any other law of

the commonwealth.

Section 13. For the purpose of the appointment of said board and

of the registration of persons by it hereunder, this act shall take effect

upon its passage, and it shall take full effect on the first day of October

in the year nineteen hundred and ten. [Approved April 27, 1910.
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF THE NAMES OF

NURSES REGISTERED IN 1913.

Adams, Edna Naomi.

Ahearn, Grace Elizabeth.

Ahern, Mary Elizabeth.

Allen, Frances Howland.

Anderson, Anna Charlotte.

Anderson, Signe Charlotte.

Anderson, Gertrude Irene.

Arseneau, Mary Agnes.

Bain, Helen Christine.

Barnes, Eugenia Conger.

Barnicle, Mary.

Barratt, May Eveline.

Barrett, May Stanley.

Bartlett, Teresa Angelique.

Batchelder, Eva May.
Bearce, Alice Eveline.

Beebe, Bernice Jean.

Belanger, Sara Electa.

Belshaw, Isabella Buchanan.

Bennett, Mary Frances.

Benoit, Louise Alice.

Bertholdi, Mary Rose.

Best, Wilhelmina Lillian Venriette.

Bigelow, Alice Houghton.

Birtwell, Alice.

Black, Gertrude.

Bohan, Grover Francis.

Bohmer, Lillian.

Born, Josephine Anna.

Boutillier, Pearl Augusta.

Bowdring, May Veronica.

Bowker, Mabel Annie.

Boyce, Walter Patten. 1

Brannick, Margaret Agnes.

Breen, Peter James. l

Bridgeo, Annie Bayman.
Brigham, Bertha Emily.

Brock, Mary.

Brook, Sara.

Brookins, Letitia Gertrude.

Brown, Sadie Marguerite.

Bryant, Marion Elizabeth.

Buck, Helen Catherine.

Buck, Helen F.

Burke, Grace Bernardine.

Burke, Julia Anne.

Burke, Minnie Frances.

Burt, Frances Cecil.

Buschower, Ada May.
Butland, Lillian Rebecca.

Callard, Nellie Alberta Gertrude.

Cameron, Effie May.
Cameron, Mabel Alice.

Carlson, Anna Christina.

Carpenter, Fayette Blanche.

Carson, Helen.

Carter, Eleanor Margaret.

Carter, Nettie Winnifred.

Casey, Dennis Joseph.. 1

Chandler, Grace Frances.

Chapin, May.
Chapman, Mabel Alice.

Chase, William Holmes. x

Clancy, Rose Anna.

Clark, Margaret Frances. l

Coady, Anna Veronica.

Collins, Annie Maud.
Collins, Blanche Amelia.

Colson, Helen Diantha Friend.

Comley, Rose Anna.

1 Nongraduate.
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Condon, Sarah Jane.

Conlogue, Annie A.

Connor, Elizabeth Gertrude.

Conrick, Catherine Averill.

Cook, Everett Mowry. x

Cook, Melissa Jane.

Cooke, Elizabeth Ann.

Coop, Daphne Mildred.

Corrigan, Rose Ella.

Cotter, Anna Agnes.

Crandall, Ora Roseanna.

Crossman, Nora Leonard.

Crowther, Lena Adele.

Cunliffe, Harriet Matilda.

Cunningham, Dorothy.

Cunningham, Rose Anne.

Daley, Ellen Christina.

Dana, Delia Farley.

Davis, Mabel Bruce.

Davis, Martha Matilda.

Dean, Ethel Vera,

de Groote, Bertha Amelia.

Dennis, Emma Ethelburg.

Devlin, Josie Teresa.

Dick, Myrtle Avon.

Dolan, May Elisabeth.

Donahue, Nellie Catherine.

Donovan, Emily Gertrude.

Dooe, Clara.

Dority, Myra Perkins.

Dudley, Ruth Hazel.

Duncan, Nora Celia.

Durgan, Idabel.

Durkee, Margaret Elizabeth.

Dunton, Bertha Perry.

Dutton, Thora Bell.

Dwyer, Josie Teresa.

Eastwood, Edith Maude.
Eddy, Elna Deliza.

Egan, Delia Veronica.

Eldredge, Julia Irene.

Ellis, Fanny Stewart.

Emery, Carrie Bernice.

Farris, Irma Leontine.

Faulkner, Bertha Emma.
Fisk, Eva Mary.

Fiske, Louise Geddes.

FitzGibbon, Catherine.

Fitzpatrick, Annie Marie.

Fitts, Nadja.

Flynn, Beatrice Katherine.

Foley, Katherine Bradlee.

Foley, Katherine Eleinor.

Ford, Cecelia Mary.

Ford, Florence.

Ford, Mary Ellen.

Fowle, Mary.

Fox, Dorothy.

Fox, Mildred Arvilla.

French, Barbara.

Frost, Gertrude Ellen.

Fryburg, Charles August.

Gainey, Mary.

Galen, Rachel Gertrude.

Gallagher, John Henry. 1

Gardner, Agnes.

Garrison, Myrtle Margaret.

Gay, Laura May.
Gaynor, Catherine Gertrude.

Gayton, Agnes Elizabeth.

Genereaux, Melvina Agnes.

Gilbert, Edythe Jane.

Gilmore, Laura Blanche. 1

Gilroy, Martha Eudora.

Gorevin, Mary Ellen.

Gray, Jessie Ann.

Green, Lulu Myrtle.

Gregg, Elinor Delight.

Griffin, Irene Kathryne.

Griffiths, Ada Estelle.

Guay, Clara Jessie.

Guthrie, Delia Margaret.

Haag, Mary Elizabeth.

Haley, Anna Louise.

Haley, Sara Augusta.

Hall, Hattie May.

Nongraduate.
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Hall, Katherine Charlotte.

Hamilton, Idona Mae.
Hampston, Bridget Josephine.

Hanly, Grace A.

Harding, Susan Myra.

Harding, Susie Mae.
Harrington, Mary Ellen.

Hatfield, Mary Helen.

Hawkins, Ruth Eleanor.

Hayes, Grace Alice.

Henderson, Margaret.

Heney, Eva Alma.

Heywood, Cora Lydia.

Hill, Lizelle.

Hilton, Gertrue Eliza.

Hitchins, Ethel Gertrude.

Hogsett, Alvis.

Holbrook, Charles Stewart. l

Holland, Ruth.

Homer, Dorothy.

Howe, Anna Wheeler.

Hubling, Alice.

Hudson, Adelaide Mary.

Hunt, Belva Sinclair.

Hunt, Katherine Russell.

Hunter, Alice Gertrude.

Hussey, Florence Mary.

Hydren, Brita Constance.

Illidge, Florence Byam.
Inglis, Flora Elizabeth.

Ireland, Gladys.

James, Ethel Mary.

Johnston, Anna Edith.

Johnston, Margaret Ferguson.

Jones, Etta Maude.
Jones, Gladys Duchesney.

Joyce, Elizabeth Margaret.

Joyce, Margaret.

Joyce, Thomas Bernard.

Kaye, Myrtle Ethel.

Keating, Alice Theresa.

Kelleher, Agnes Bridget.

Kennedy, Josephine Gertrude.

Kerr, Eva Muriel.

Kirby, Helen Guthrie.

Kittredge, Emily May.

Lacey, Leonora.

Lafford, Ellen Gertrude.

Lamb, Alice Jane.

Lawler, Rose Agnes.

Leary, Katherine Margaret.

Lee, Margaret.

LeGallee, Blanche Atwood.

Leonard, Katherine Marie.

Lester, Ada Marion.

Lockhart, Alice Mildred.

Lockhart, Mabelle.

Low, Bertha May.
Lund, Gertrude Ray.

Lynch, Julia Mary.

McArdle, Elizabeth.

McBryde, Mabel.

McCaig, Sarah Davidson.

McCann, Mary B.

McCamey, Mary Ellen.

McCarthy, Katherine Frances.

McCarty, Sadie Ellen.

McCosh, Sarah Hale.

*

McDonagh, Cecilia.

McKenna, Agnes Louise.

McKinney, Estella Belle.

McLeod, Phebe.

McNair, Flora.

McSheffrey, Nora Theresa.

MacCann, Ross John.

MacCullough, Hazelwood Tatton.

Macfarlane, Margaret.

Maclntyre, Frank Reymond. 1

MacLeod, Katherine May.
MacMonnies, Helen.

MacNeill, Margaret Minerva.

Mack, Mary Emilie.

Mackay, Jessie Agnes.

Macy, Helen Lewis.

Magner, Nora Agnes.

Nongraduate.
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Mahar, Helen Irene.

Malm, Sigrid Eleanor.

Malone, Teresa Susanna.

Marr, Margaret St. Claire.

Martell, Gertrude E.

Matthews, Frances.

Major, Emma Anna.

Mealey, Catherine Cecilia.

Mellor, Mary Elizabeth.

Milan, Frank Lawrence. 1

Miller, Mary Mildred.

MiUer, Sadie Ella.

Millet, Edmund Andrew. 1

Millett, Mary Myrna.

Mills, Emmeline Kimball.

Milton, Agnes Jane.

Mitchell, Florence Gertrude.

Moody, Sarah Eva.

Moody, May.
Morse, Alice Dorothy.

Morrissette, Pauline Sarah.

Moses, Addie Spinney.

Moynihan, Julia Esther.

Murley, Estelle.

Murphy, Eugene Francis. 1

Murphy, Mary Adelaide.

Murray, Elizabeth Florence.

Murray, Laura Elizabeth.

Myra, Gladys Elva.

Neily, Harriet Rebecca.

Nelson, Sophia Caroline.

Nivison, Helen Thorn.

Norris, Florence Arlean.

Norton, Bessie Louise.

Norton, Mary Winnefred.

O'Keeffe, Mary Eulalia.

Orvis, Eliza. *

Page, Charles Alward.

*

Pease, Ethel Agnes.

Peitz, Leo Francis.

*

Pendeleton, Martha May.
Pierce, Edith Mary Blanche.

Price, Kathryn.

Proctor, Annabel Gordon.

Quigley, Agnes Christian.

Quigley, Ethel.

Quinn, Mary Agnes.

Regan, Hannah Marie.

Reid, Annie Elizabeth.

Renear, Frances Rockwell.

Rigby, Monica Doris.

Robbins, Florence Inglee.

Roberts, Edith Rebecca.

Robison, Elizabeth.

Rochford, Mae Edna.

Rodger, Mae Grigg.

Rogers, Emily Morrill.

Ross, Florence Christine.

Ryan, Anne Teresa.

Ryan, Florence Belle.

Sandstrom, Esther Marie.

Sawyer, Olive Maude.

Scott, Stanley Sylvester.

Sears, Jessie Isadore.

Segersten, Gertrude Marie.

Seller, Ethel Blanche.

Sexton, Elizabeth Allen.

Seymour, Nina Louise.

Sharpe, Nellie Gertrude.

Sheldon, Alma Kathrina.

Shields, Mary Estell.

Simonds, Edith Louisa.

Simpson, Nina Margery.

Skerry, Agnes Isabel.

Slinn, Lavinia.

Smart, Maude Starkweather.

Smith, Elizabeth Gertrude.

Smith, Harold Rupert. l

Smith, Mary Rebecca.

Smith, Sarah.

Smith, Sarah Jeanette.

Soule, Marjorie Olive.

Soule, Myra Verlena.

Stanley, Lydia.

1 Nongraduate.
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Starr, Frances Mary.

Strome, Betty Elida.

Strong, Helen Pearl.

Sullivan, Annette Lureta.

Sullivan, Helen Agnes.

Sutton, Edwina Martha.

Sweet, Edith Amey.

Sweigert, Julia Alphians.

Tape, Elizabeth C.

Thomas, Alyce Maude.

Thompson, Victoria Alexandria.

Thyng, Esther Louise.

Tobey, Elizabeth Hathaway.

Toomey, Helen Gertrude.

Tower, Grace Hanway.

Travers, Rosella.

Trepaney, Teresa Agnes.

*

Triandafilledes, Vasilike.

Trull, Agnes Josephine.

Vadnais, Amelia Marie.

Valentine, Josephine.

Wahl, Emma.
Waldron, Eva Susan.

Walsh, Jennie Olive Wilson.

Walsh, Mary Abbie.

Weinbrecht, Gertrude Helen.

Whitehead, Edith Lucy.

Wilbur, Elba Helena.

Winn, Annie Susan. 1

Wood, Cora Leah.

Woodburn, Grace Adeline.

Woodman, Emerette Rich.

Wright, Grace.

Wright, Mary Lathrop.

Young, Eliza Rebecca.

1 Nongraduate.


