
G l o s s a r y  of H a s s a c h u s e t t s  L e g i s l a t i v e  Terms  

Compiled  by t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  R e f e r e n c e  S t a f f  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
L i b r a r y  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

N . R .  4 1 1  t e r m s  i n  Bold  P r i n t  h a v e  t h e i r  own e n t r y .  

After Vote  : ( A V )  The House a l l o w s  f i v e  m i n u t e s  a f t e r  a  
R o l l  C a l l  Vote  i s  t a k e n  f o r  a  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  add h i s / h e r  
v o t e .  T h i s  a f t e r  v o t e  i s  n o t  c o u n t e d  i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  t a l l y ,  
b u t  i s  r e c o r d e d  a s  a n  A V  i n  t h e  p r i n t e d  Y e a s  a n d  Nays. ( S e e  
a l s o  R o l l  C a l l  Vote  and Yeas  and Nays)  

Amendment : Change,  a d d i t i o n  o r  d e l e t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r d i n g  o f  
a  B i l l  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  e i t h e r  i n  Commi t tee  o r  i n  
Chamber. ( S e e  a l s o  Commi t t e e ,  Chamber ,  Second  R e a d i n g  and 
T h i r d  R e a d i n g )  

Approved b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  : The s i g n a t u r e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  on 
an  e n g r o s s e d  e n a c t e d  B i l l .  The B i l l  becomes l a w  i n  n i n e t y  
d a y s  u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  a n  Emergency P r e a m b l e .  ( S e e  a l s o  
Emergency P r e a m b l e )  

B i l l  : Document w h i c h  p r o p o s e s  a  c h a n g e  i n  e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e s  
a n d / o r  i n t r o d u c e s  a  new s t a t u t e .  The b i l l  a c c o m p a n i e s  t h e  
P e t i t i o n .  R i l l s  a r e  bound i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Documents  
vo lumes  i n  t h e  S t a t e  L i b r a r y .  ( S e e  a l s o  P e t i t i o n  and L e g i s l a t i v e  
Documents 

By r e q u e s t  : T h i s  p h r a s e ,  f o u n d  a f t e r  t h e  name o f  a  l e g i s l a t o r  
i n  t h e  s p o n s o r  s e c t i o n  on t h e  t o p  o f  a  p r i n t e d  B i l l ,  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r  d o e s  n o t  e n d o r s e  t h e  B i l l  w h i c h  s / h e  
i n t r o d u c e d  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  r i g h t  o f  F r e e  P e t i t i o n .  ( S e e  
a l s o  F r e e  P e t i t i o n )  



Calendar : A l s o  c a l l e d  t h e  Orders of the Day ( O . D . ) ,  
t h e  c a l e n d a r  i s  t h e  d a i l y  a g e n d a  o f  t h e  House  a n d  S e n a t e .  ( S e e  
a l s o  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y )  

Chambers : T h e  t w o  m e e t i n g  p l a c e s  o f  t h e  House  a n d  S e n a t e  
w h e r e  t h e  f o r m a l  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  d a y  i s  c o n d u c t e d .  Chamber 
g a l l e r i e s  a r e  o p e n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  

Committee : C o n s i s t s  o f  members  o f  t h e  House  a n d  S e n a t e  
( J o i n t  C o m m i t t e e s )  o r  H o u s e  o r  S e n a t e  m e m b e r s  o n l y  
( S t a n d i n g  C o m m i t t e e s ) .  J o i n t  c o m m i t t e e s  s t u d y  a n d  r e s e a r c h  
B i l l s  u n d e r  t h e i r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  a n d  
r e p o r t  o n  B i l l s .  ( S e e  a l s o  C o m m i t t e e  R e p o r t )  

Committee report : T h e  r e p o r t  i s  n o t  a  w r i t t e n  d o c u m e n t  b u t  
t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  a  Committee t h a t  a  b i l l  o u g h t  t o  
p a s s  ( O T P ) ,  o u g h t  n o t  t o  p a s s  (ONTP),  o r  o u g h t  t o  p a s s  
w i t h  a n  amendment  (OTPWA). ( S e e  a l s o  C o m m i t t e e )  

Conference Committee : A s m a l l  s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  i r o n  o u t  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  House  a n d  
S e n a t e  v e r s i o n s  o f  a  B i l l .  T h r e e  members  o f  e a c h  b r a n c h  make 
u p  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  T h e i r  r e p o r t  m u s t  e i t h e r  b e  a c c e p t e d  o r  r e j e c t e d ,  
it c a n n o t  be amended .  

Emergency Preamble : Means by  w h i c h  a  B i l l  b e c o m e s  a  l a w  
upon  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  u s u a l  n i n e t y  
d a y  w a i t i n g  p e r i o d .  ( S e e  a l s o  A p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r )  

Enactment : F i n a l  a p p r o v a l  o f  a n  Engrossed B i l l  b y  b o t h  
b r a n c h e s .  E n a c t e d  B i l l s  a r e  s e n t  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r  b y  t h e  S e n a t e .  
( S e e  a l s o  E n g r o s s m e n t )  

Engrossment : ( E n g . )  Af te r  p a s s a g e  by  b o t h  b r a n c h e s  t h e  B i l l  
i s  p a s s e d  t o  b e  e n g r o s s e d .  E n g r o s s m e n t  i s  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  w h e r e b y  
t h e  B i l l  i s  t y p e d  i n  s i m u l a t e d  s c r i p t  o n  s p e c i a l  p a p e r  i n  t h e  
E n g r o s s i n g  D i v i s i o n .  The  e n g r o s s e d  B i l l  i s  v o t e d  upon  f o r  
e n a c t m e n t .  ( S e e  a l s o  E n a c t m e n t )  

Fil ing Date: Pet i t ions  a n d  t h e i r  a c c o m p a n y i n g  B i l l s  o r  
Resolves f o r  t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n  m u s t  b e  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  C l e r k  
of t h e  House  o r  S e n a t e  o n  o r  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  Wednesday  i n  
November i n  non  - e l e c t i o n  y e a r s  ( o d d  numbered  y e a r s ) ,  a n d  on  o r  
b e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  Wednesday  i n  December  d u r i n g  e l e c t i o n  y e a r s  
( e v e n  - n u m b e r e d  y e a r s ) .  ( S e e  a l s o  L a t e  F i l e d  B i l l s )  

Firs t  Reading : T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h r e e  m a n d a t o r y  r e a d i n g s  
i n  e a c h  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  General Court. T h i s  r e a d i n g  i s  t h e  a c c o u n t  
o f  t h e  Committee Report d e l i v e r e d  b y  t h e  C l e r k  o f  t h e  House  
o r  S e n a t e .  ( S e e  a l s o  S e c o n d  R e a d i n g  a n d  T h i r d  R e a d i n g )  



F r e e  p e t i t i o n  : I n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a l l  c i t i z e n s  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  T h i s  p r o c e d u r e  is  c a l l e d  t h e  
r i g h t  o f  f r e e  p e t i t i o n .  A c i t i z e n  d r a f t s  and f i l e s  a  P e t i t i o n  
and accompanying  B i l l .  A l e g i s l a t o r  s p o n s o r s  t h e  B i l l  
i n  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t .  I f  a . l e g i s l a t o r  d i s a g r e e s  w i t h  t h e  
c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  B i l l ,  h e / s h e  may i n d i c a t e  t h i s  by p l a c i n g  t h e  
p h r a s e  By r e q u e s t  a f t e r  h i s  / h e r  name. ( S e e  a l s o  P e t i t i o n  
and B i l l )  

G e n e r a l  C o u r t  : T h e  o f f i c i a l  n a m e  f o r  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  u s u a l l y  u s e d  when r e f e r r i n g  t o  b o t h  b r a n c h e s .  I t  
is  a l s o  some t imes  c a l l e d  t h e  G r e a t  and G e n e r a l  C o u r t .  

G o v e r n o r ' s  Message : The manner i n  wh ich  t h e  Governor  may 
i n t r o d u c e  h i s / h e r  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The message  i s  
w r i t t e n  i n  l e t t e r  f o r m a t  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t ,  and t h e  B i l l  
a c c o m p a n i e s  t h e  message .  T h e s e  documen t s  a r e  a s s i g n e d  one  B i l l  
number and a r e  a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  B i l l s  i n  t h e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  Document vo lumes  i n  t h e  S t a t e  L i b r a r y .  ( S e e  a l s o  
L e g i s l a t i v e  Documents , B i l l s  and G e n e r a l  C o u r t )  

J o u r n a l s  : The J o u r n a l s  o f  t h e  House and J o u r n a l s  o f  t h e  
S e n a t e  a r e  t h e  o f f i c a l  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  d a i l y  s e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  
G e n e r a l  C o u r t .  The J o u r n a l s  c o n t a i n  t h e  p r o c e d u r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  e v e n t s .  The J o u r n a l s  do  n o t  c o n t a i n  
d e b a t e .  ( S e e  a l s o  G e n e r a l  C o u r t )  

L a t e  F i l e d  B i l l  : A B i l l  which  i s  f i l e d  a f t e r  t h e  F i l i n g  
D a t e  w i t h  t h e  C l e r k  o f  t h e  House o r  S e n a t e ,  and  a p p r o v e d  by 
4 / 5  o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  b r a n c h  where  t h e  b i l l  i s  i n t r o d u c e d .  
( S e e  a l s o  F i l i n g  D a t e )  

L e g i s l a t i v e  Documents:  The bound vo lumes  o f  t h e  B i l l s ,  
R e s o l v e s ,  G o v e r n o r ' s  Messages ,  and o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
documents .  ( S e e  a l s o  B i l l s ,  R e s o l v e s  and G o v e r n o r ' s  Messages )  

N e g a t i v e d  : The r e j e c t i o n  by t h e  members o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  
C o u r t  o f  a  m o t i o n  by a  n e g a t i v e  v o t e .  ( S e e  a l s o  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  
and R o l l  C a l l  V o t e )  

P a i r e d  v o t e s  : Two S e n a t o r s  may combine  o r  p a i r  a  n e g a t i v e  
v o t e  w i t h  a  p o s i t i v e  v o t e ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  c a n c e l  e a c h  o t h e r  o u t .  
One S e n a t o r  must  b e  p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  a c t u a l  v o t e ,  and p a i r e d  
v o t e s  a r e  n o t  c o u n t e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  t a l l y .  ( S e e  a l s o  
Yeas and Nays and R o l l  C a l l  V o t e )  

P e t i t i o n  : Formal. document t o  r e q u e s t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a  
p r o p o s a l  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The p r o p o s a l ,  u s u a l l y  a  B i l l  
o r  a  R e s o l v e  , accompan ie s  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  ( S e e  a l s o  B i l l  and 
R e s o l v e )  



Pocket Veto : If, after the General Court has Prorogued 
the covernor fails to sign any Enacted Bills or Resolves 
on his/her desk within ten days they do not become law. This 
lack of signature by the Governor is called a pocket veto. (See 
also Enactment and Prorogation) 

Prevailed : The acceptance of a motion by the members of the 
General Court by a positive vote. (See also General Court 
and Roll Call Vote) 

Prorogation : The formal adjournment of the yearly session of 
the legislature by the Governor. If the General Court is not 
prorogued before the first Wednesday of January (the first day of 
the new session) the endlng session is automatically dissolved at 
midnight on the Tuesday before the flrst Wednesday of January. 

Public hearings : Forum for discussion and testimony by the 
publlc to the Committee whlch is considering a Bill. 
No transcripts of hearings are kept. (See also Committee) 

Quorum : The number of members needed to conduct the sessions. 
A Roll Call Vote may be called if there is a request 
to determine if a quorum is present. (See also Roll Call Vote) 

Redraft : New version of a Bill which shows substantial 
changes. Redrafts have different Bill numbers from the 
original Bill. (See also Reprint) 

Reprint : Corrected copy of a Bill which shows the 
changes in a Bill which are of an editorial nature. 
Corrected reprints have the same Bill number as 
the original. (See also Redraft) 

Reporting Date : The date, the last Wednesday in April, on 
which all Bills must be reported out of joint Committees. 
This rule may be suspended to extend the reporting date.(See 
also Suspension of Rules 

Resolve : A document which requests an actlon of a less 
general nature than a Bill, such as the creatlon of a special 
commission. Petition must accompany the resolve, as wlth a 
Bill. (See also Petltion and Bill) 

Resolution : Statement of the House or Senate or both 
branches together on a particular topic or event of concern to 
them. The tltles of resolutions are found in the Journals (See 
also Journals) 



Roll  C a l l  V o t e  : A r e c o r d e d  v o t e  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o r  S e n a t e ,  
a l s o  c a l l e d  Yeas a n d  N a y s .  A l l  o t h e r  v o t e s  a r e  u n r e c o r d e d  
v o i c e  v o t e s .  (See a l s o  Y e a s  a n d  N a y s )  

S e c o n d  r e a d i n g  : A t  t h i s  tlme t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  c h a m b e r  i s  
o p e n e d  f o r  discussion a n d  d e b a t e  o n  t h e  merits o f  a  B i l l .  
Amendmen t s  f r e q u e n t l y  o c c u r  d u r i n g  t h i s  t ime .  A f a v o r a b l e  
v o t e  1s n e e d e d  t o  s e n d  t h e  b i l l  t o  i t s  T h i r d  R e a d i n g .  ( S e e  
a l s o  F l r s t  R e a d i n g  a n d  T h i r d  R e a d i n g )  

~ t u d j i  O r d e r  : Means  by w h i c h  B i l l s  a r e  s e n t  b a c k  t o  t h e  
j o i n t  C o m m i t t e e s  f o r  f u r t h e r  investigation a n d  s t u d y .  ( S e e  
a l s o  B i l l  a n d  Committee) 

S u s p 8 , n s i o n  of R u l e s  : T h e  p r o c e d u r a l  r u l e s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  
s e n a t e  may b e  s u s p e n d e d  by t h e  members I n  o r d e r  t o  e x p e d i t e  
t h e  d a l l y  business. 

T h i r d  r e a d i n g  : After a  v o t e  o f  a p p r o v a l  f o r  t h e  B i l l ' s  
s e c o r d  r e a d i n g  i t  i s  s e n t  t o  t h e  B i l l s  i n  T h i r d  R e a d l n g  
C o m m i t t e e  t o  b e  r e v i e w e d .  T h l s  C o m m i t t e e  c h e c k s  t h e  c o n t e n t s  
o f  t h e  B i l l  t o r  l e g a l  technicalities a n d  p r o p e r  c l t a t l o n s .  
After t h e  B i l l  is r e l e a s e d  b y  t h e  B i l l s  i n  T h i r d  R e a d i n g  
C o m m i t t e e  ~t 1s r e a d  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  a n d  f . i n a l  t ime i n  C h a m b e r  
w h e r e  i t  may a g a i n  b e  d e b a t e d  a n d  Amended.  ( S e e  a l s o  F l r s t  
R e a d i n g  a n d  S e c o n d  R e a d i n g )  

Yeas a n d  N a y s  : T h e  Rol l  C a l l  V o t e s  o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  
H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  . Roll  C a l l s  f o r  t h e  S e n a t e  a r e  f o u n d  I n  t h e  
J o u r n a l s  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  o n  t h e  d a y  o n  w h l c h  t h e  v o t e  w a s  t a k e n .  
Rol l  C a l l s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  a r e  a s s l g n e d  a  Yea a n d  Nay S u p p l e m e n t  
n u m b e r  a n d  a r e  p r l n t e d  s e p a r a t e l y  . When t h e  b o u n d  v o l u m e s  o f  t h e  
H o u s e  J o u r n a l s  a r e  p r i n t e d  t h e  Y e a s  a n d  Nays  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  
t h e  l a s t  v o l u m e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  b o o k .  ( S e e  a l s o  J o u r n a l s  a n d  
R o l l  C a l l  V o t e )  

R e v l s e d  F e b r u a r y  1989 


