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1981, is hereby fu r the r amended by insert ing after the word 
"Leader", in line 28, the words : - ; and it may be solemnized 
by a pr iest or minister of the Buddhist religion who resides in 
the commonwealth or who, if a nonresident, is recognized as a 
duly ordained priest or minister of the Buddhist rel ig ion. 

Approved August 20, 1982. 

Chap. 380. AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE SHERWOOD FOREST 
ROAD MAINTENANCE DISTRICT IN THE TOWN OF 
BECKET. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as fol lows: 

SECTION 1. There is hereby established within the town of 
Becket the Sherwood Forest Road Maintenance Dis t r ic t , 
hereinafter referred to as d is t r i c t , bounded and described as 
fol lows: 

A. DISTRICT DESCRIPTION. The land situated on the 
southerly side of Route 20, a state highway in said town of 
Becket as described and shown on the following plans, each of 
which is on record in the Berkshire Middle Distr ict Registry of 
Deeds: 

(1) Plan 1, Unit 1 , showing blocks 2 through 11 in the 
Sherwood Forest development, owned by Sherwood Forest 
Enterpr ises, Inc . , dated August 1963, recorded in Book 417-F, 
Page 7, as corrected by plan dated August 1963, recorded in 
Book 417-F, Page 8-A. 

(2) Special plan showing block LV-2 in the Sherwood Forest 
development, owned by Sherwood Forest Enterpr ises, Inc . , dated 
August 1963, recorded in Book 417-F, Page 8. 

(3) Plan 2 of Unit 1 , showing blocks 16 through 19, 
24 through 26, RL-3, N B - 1 , P-1, R L - 1 , L V - 1 , and LV-2 in the 
Sherwood Forest development owned by Sherwood Forest 
Enterpr ises, Inc . , dated August 1963, recorded in Book 417-F, 
Page 7-A. 

(4) A port ion of Sherwood Forest, a subdivision in Becket, 
Massachusetts, dated January 17, 1966, recorded in Book 417-F, 
Page 9. 

(5) A port ion of Sherwood Forest, a subdivision in Becket, 
Massachusetts, dated January 18, 1966, recorded in Book 417-F, 
Page 9-A. 

(6) A portion of Sherwood Forest, a subdivision in Becket, 
Massachusetts, dated January 19, 1966, recorded in Book 417-F, 
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Page 10. 
(7) A port ion of Sherwood Forest, a subdivision in Becket, 

Massachusetts, dated January 20, 1966, recorded in Book 417-F, 
Page 10-A. 

(8) A port ion of Sherwood Forest, a subdivision in Becket, 
Massachusetts, dated May 14, 1968, recorded in Book 417-F, 
Page 104. 

(9) A port ion of Sherwood Forest, a subdivision in Becket, 
Massachusetts, dated August 13, 1969, recorded in Book 417-F, 
Page 140. 

(10) A port ion of Sherwood Forest, a subdivision in Becket, 
Massachusetts, dated August 14, 1969, recorded in Book 417-F, 
Page 141. 

(11) A port ion of Sherwood Forest, a subdivision in Becket, 
Massachusetts, dated August 15, 1969, recorded in Book 417-F, 
Page 142. 

(12) A port ion of Sherwood Forest, a subdivision in Becket, 
Massachusetts, dated September 9, 1969, recorded in Book 
417-F, Page 143. 

(13) A port ion of Sherwood Forest, a subdivision in Becket, 
Massachusetts, dated September 11, 1969, recorded in Book 
417-F, Page 144. 

(14) Lot 3 1 , Block P - l , Sherwood Forest, a subdivision in 
Becket, Massachusetts, dated May 23, 1967, and recorded in 
Book 417-D, Page 151. 

B. STREETS OR WAYS INCLUDED IN DISTRICT 
BOUNDARIES. 

Sherwood Dr ive, excluding that portion extending southerly 
from its intersection with Route 20 which has been previously 
accepted by the Town of Becket as a public way, Maid Marion 
Lane, Litt le John Dr ive, Prince John Dr ive, King A r t h u r Dr ive, 
Knight Dr ive, Sir Galahad Dr ive, Whistl ing Ar row, Nottingham 
Courts , Nottingham Circ le, Alan A Dale Dr ive, King Richard 
Dr ive, King Richard Lane, Sir George Dr ive, Black Arrow Way, 
Golden Knight Lane, Jester's Lane, Jester's Cour t , Golden 
Knight Cour t , Bowman's Lane, Minstrel 's Way, Flaming Arrow 
Lane, Prince Paul Path, Prince Paul Lane, Castle Lane, Olde 
Carriage Road, Robin Hood Lane, Woodmen's Lane, Forest Lane, 
Blue-Bowar Lane, Arrowhead Lane, Woodmen's Path, Sir 
Edward's Way, King Richard's Court , Singing Sword Lane, 
Excalibur Dr ive , Green Wood Cour t , Hi l l - top Cour t , Mountain 
Dale Cour t , Pine Dale Cour t , Pine Dale Circ le, Sir Walter Road, 
Sir Walter Lane, Count Edward's Way, Excalibur Court , 
Excalibur Lake Dr ive, Lady of the Lake Courts, any other streets 
or ways as shown on the plans described in subsection A. 
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SECTION 2. The d is t r i c t , upon establishment in the manner 
hereafter set f o r t h , shall have the following powers: 

A . To repair and maintain, inc luding snow and ice removal, 
the streets or ways within said d is t r i c t , or such portions 
thereof , as the d is t r ic t shall determine in accordance with this 
act. 

B. To adopt an annual budget and to raise and appropriate 
money by taxation in an amount necessary to car ry out the 
purposes for which this d is t r ic t is formed. 

C. To sue and be sued in its own name, and to plead and be 
impleaded; p rov ided, however, that neither the d is t r ic t nor any 
off icer or employee thereof shall be liable in to r t except 
pursuant to the provisions of chapter two hundred and 
f i f t y -e igh t of the General Laws; and provided f u r t h e r , that the 
d is t r i c t may indemnify its off icers and employees to the extent 
provided in said chapter two hundred and f i f t y -e i gh t . 

D. To adopt by-laws for the regulation of its affairs in the 
conduct of its business, which by-laws shall be consistent with 
the powers conferred by this act. 

E. To appoint a superintendent of streets who, unless the 
d is t r i c t by-laws provide otherwise, shall have the same powers 
and duties wi th respect to the streets and ways of said d is t r ic t 
as a superintendent of streets now has with respect to town 
ways under the provisions of section s ix ty -e igh t of chapter 
fo r ty -one of the General Laws and who shall be a "publ ic 
employee" for the purposes of said chapter two hundred and 
f i f t y - e i g h t . 

F. To make and enter into all contracts and agreements 
necessary or incidental to the accomplishments of its purposes 
subject to appropriat ion by the d is t r i c t . 

G. To employ such experts as may be deemed necessary in its 
judgment and to f ix the i r compensation. 

H. To receive and accept from any federal agency, the 
commonwealth, the municipal i ty, or from a charitable foundat ion, 
a pr ivate corporation or an ind iv idual , g ran ts , g i f t s , loans, and 
advances for or in aid of the purposes of this d i s t r i c t , 
inc lud ing, but not limited to revenue sharing funds and 
community development block grant funds . 

I. From time to time, to borrow money in order to car ry out 
the purposes of this act to the extent permitted for d is t r ic ts 
under the provisions of chapter f o r t y - f o u r of the General Laws. 

J . To invest any funds not required for the immediate use of 
the d is t r i c t in such manner and to the extent permitted under 
the General Laws for the investment of such funds by the 
t reasurer of a town. 

K. To procure insurance against any loss in connection with 
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car ry ing out the purposes of this act in such amount and from 
such insurers as it deems desirable. 

L. To enter upon the streets and ways within said d is t r ic t in 
order to car ry out the purposes of this act. 

M. To purchase and lease equipment, materials, and services 
necessary or appropriate for car ry ing out the purposes for 
which the d is t r ic t is created to the same extent subject to the 
same limitations as shall apply to towns. 

N. To do all acts necessary or convenient to car ry out the 
powers expressly or by necessary implication conferred upon the 
d is t r i c t by th is act. 

SECTION 3. Selectmen of the town of Becket, on wr i t ten 
request of not less than twenty landowners and residents of 
such d is t r i c t , shall for thwi th give notice of an init ial meeting of 
the voters of said d is t r ic t in the manner of not i fy ing town 
meetings, requi r ing voters to assemble at some suitable place 
wi th in the d is t r ic t to act on the order of business under the 
provisions of section four . If the selectmen refuse or neglect to 
give notice of such meeting, a justice of the peace may do so. 

SECTION 4. At the f i r s t meeting of said d is t r i c t , the 
fol lowing shall be the order of business: 

A. Election of a moderator who shall be chosen by ballot. 
B. Cert i f ication by the moderator to the d is t r ic t meeting that 

a quorum is in attendance, such init ial quorum to consist of not 
less than t h i r t y residents of the d is t r i c t and who have been 
cert i f ied to the clerk by the regist rar of voters of the town of 
Becket as being eligible to vote at the most recent town meeting. 
At subsequent meetings in the d is t r i c t , a quorum shall be as 
determined by d is t r ic t by- law. 

C. The taking of a vote to determine whether or not the 
d is t r ic t established by this act shall be organized, which shall 
require an aff irmative vote of two- th i rds of the persons in 
attendance and authorized to vote. If such vote shall be in the 
negative, the meeting shall thereupon terminate and adjourn. If 
such vote shall be in the aff i rmat ive, the meeting shall then 
proceed to consider the order of business set fo r th in clauses 
D to G, inclusive. 

D. The adoption of d is t r ic t by- laws. 
E. The election of a c lerk , t reasurer , and a prudential 

committee. The clerk and the t reasurer shall be residents of the 
d is t r ic t ent i t led to vote at d is t r ic t meetings. If the d is t r ic t shall 
so elect, one person may serve as both clerk and t reasurer . 
The prudent ial committee shall consist of not less than three nor 
more than seven persons with not less than a majority of such 
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number as actually f ixed by the by-laws to be resident voters of 
the d is t r ic t and such remaining number of members, if any, as 
the d is t r i c t shall determine in its by- laws, to be elected from 
among persons who are assessed owners of real estate wi th in the 
d is t r i c t as of the date next preceding the d is t r ic t election when 
the record of assessed ownership of real estate shall be f ixed by 
law. The c lerk , t reasurer and prudential committee members 
shall serve from the date of the init ial meeting and unt i l the date 
of election and qualif ication of the i r successors at or fol lowing 
the f i r s t annual meeting of the d is t r i c t , and thereafter as 
provided from time to time in the d is t r ic t by- laws; prov ided, 
however, that such interval between election of said off icers and 
committee members shall not be greater than two years. Neither 
the clerk nor the t reasurer shall be a member of the prudent ial 
committee. 

F. The adoption of an init ial budget for the remainder of the 
fiscal year and the appropriat ion of monies to be raised by 
taxation in support thereof. 

G. The consideration of such other business as shall be 
consistent wi th the power and author i ty conferred by this act. 

SECTION 5. Immediately upon its election at the init ial meeting 
of the d i s t r i c t , and thereafter immediately fol lowing each annual 
meeting of the d is t r i c t , the prudent ial committee shall meet and 
shall take the following actions: 

A. The election of a chairman and a vice-chairman, who shall 
preside at all meetings of the committee in the absence of the 
chairman or in the event of his inabi l i ty to act or because of a 
confl ict of interest. 

B. The adoption of rules for the general conduct of its 
business. 

C. The appointment of a superintendent of streets who shall 
serve at the discretion of the prudential committee. 

D. To conduct such other business as shall be authorized by 
this act or by the by-laws of the d is t r ic t adopted pursuant 
hereto. 

Upon completion of the f i r s t meeting of the d is t r ic t in the 
aforesaid manner, wr i t ten notice of the establishment thereof 
shall be sent by the clerk to the commissioner of revenue. 

SECTION 6. Annual meetings of the d is t r i c t shall be held on 
the t h i r d Tuesday in Apr i l or at such other time that the 
d is t r i c t shall establish from time to time in its by- laws, but in 
no event shall such annual meeting occur more than t h i r t y days 
after the date set by the town of Becket for its annual town 
meeting. Annual meetings and other special meetings of the 
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dis t r ic t shall be called by a warrant under the hands of the 
prudential committee, notice of which shall be given fourteen 
days at least before such meeting. The warrant shall be 
directed to a constable of the town or to some other person who 
shall for thwi th give notice of such meeting in the manner 
prescribed by the by- laws, or , if no provision therefor shall 
exist in said by- laws, by a vote of the d is t r i c t , or by posting in 
two or more publ ic places wi th in said d is t r ic t or by advert is ing 
in a newspaper published in the town in which the d is t r ic t is 
located, if any, otherwise in a newspaper published in the 
county. The warrant for all d is t r ic t meetings shall state the 
time and place of holding the meeting and the subjects to be 
acted upon thereat . The prudential committee shall insert in the 
warrant for the annual meeting all subjects the insertion of 
which shall be requested of them in wr i t ing by ten or more 
registered voters of the town residing in the d is t r i c t , and the 
warrant for every special d is t r ic t meeting all subjects the 
insertion of which shall be requested of them in wr i t ing by 
twenty registered voters or by ten per cent of the total number 
of registered voters of the town residing within said d is t r i c t , 
whichever is less. The prudential committee shall call a special 
d is t r ic t meeting at its own request or upon the request in 
wr i t ing of fo r t y registered voters or twenty per cent of the total 
number of registered voters of the town residing within the 
d is t r i c t , whichever is less, such meeting to be held not later 
than t h i r t y days after the receipt of such request, and shall 
insert in the warrant therefor all subjects the insertion of which 
shall be requested by said pet i t ion. No action shall be valid 
unless the subject matter thereof is contained in the warrant . 
Two or more d is t r i c t meetings for d ist inct purposes may be 
called by the same warrant . At every d is t r ic t meeting a 
moderator shall be chosen by ballot, and shall have the powers 
of the moderator of a town meeting. 

SECTION 7. Distr ic t meetings and meetings of the prudential 
committee shall be governed by chapter t h i r t y -n ine of the 
General Laws except as otherwise provided in this act. 

SECTION 8. The regist rar of voters of the town of Becket 
shal l , at least ten days before the annual d is t r ic t election, make 
a correct alphabetical l ist of all persons qualif ied to vote at such 
election and shall cause such list to be posted, by tender to the 
prudent ial committee or otherwise, in two or more public places 
in said d is t r i c t , and shall correct said l ist in the same manner as 
required by law to correct said vot ing list for town elections. 

SECTION 9. The d is t r ic t may, at meetings called therefor , 
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raise money by taxation for the purposes set fo r th in this act, 
but for none other. 

SECTION 10. The fiscal year of the d is t r ic t shall be the same 
fiscal year established by General Law or otherwise for the town 
of Becket. 

SECTION 11. Unless otherwise specified in this act, or 
otherwise required by General Law, all actions permitted to be 
taken at annual or special meetings of the d is t r ic t shall require a 
majority vote of those persons present at said meeting and 
enti t led to vote thereat, who shall consti tute a quorum in 
accordance with the by-laws of the d is t r i c t . 

SECTION 12. At the f i r s t annual meeting of the d is t r i c t and 
at each annual meeting thereaf ter , the d is t r ic t shall elect in the 
manner provided for in its by-laws the members of its prudent ial 
committee consti tuted as aforesaid and also a clerk and t reasurer 
of the d is t r i c t . Upon their election, the prudential committee, 
c lerk and t reasurer shall serve for the terms set fo r th in the 
by-laws and unt i l their successors shall have been elected .at the 
next annual meeting of the d is t r ic t called for that purpose. 
Vacancies in the prudential committee due to resignation or other 
cause shall be f i l led at a special d is t r ic t meeting called for that 
purpose by the remaining members of the committee, which 
meeting shall occur wi th in t h i r t y days from the date of such 
vacancy. In the event that no member of the prudent ial 
committee shall remain in office due to resignation or otherwise, 
the selectmen of the town of Becket are empowered to issue a 
warrant for a special meeting of the d is t r ic t to occur wi th in said 
t h i r t y day period and shal l , in the inter im, exercise the powers 
and duties of the prudential committee unti l the successors shall 
be elected at such special meeting. 

SECTION 13. The prudent ia l committee shall be responsible 
for the expenditure and shall expend, for the purposes 
prescr ibed by the d is t r i c t , the money so raised and borrowed by 
the d i s t r i c t , and shall annually prepare a budget wi th advice 
from the d is t r ic t superintendent of streets and shall submit such 
budget to the annual d is t r i c t meeting for its approval . Upon 
approval of the budget by the d is t r ic t which shall be deemed to 
const i tute an appropriat ion for the expenses enumerated there in , 
the clerk shall cer t i fy to the assessors of the town all the votes 
of the d is t r ic t relative thereto and all sums of money voted to be 
raised which shall be assessed and collected in the same manner 
as town taxes, and shall be paid over to the d is t r ic t t reasurer . 
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T h e assesso rs , t r e a s u r e r , and co l l ec to r of t h e t o w n of Becket 
sha l l have t h e same powers and du t i es r e l a t i v e to t h e 
assessment , co l lec t ion and abatement o r g r a n t i n g of exempt ions 
r e l a t i ve to money v o t e d b y t h e d i s t r i c t as t h e y have and 
exe rc i se r e l a t i ve t o t h e assessment , c o l l e c t i o n , and aba tement , 
and g r a n t i n g of exempt ions r e l a t i v e to town taxes and t h e sum 
so vo ted sha l l be assessed upon t h e land s i t u a t e d w i t h i n t h e 
d i s t r i c t , e x c l u s i v e of improvements t h e r e t o o r pe rsona l p r o p e r t y 
s i t u a t e d t h e r e o n . T h e d i s t r i c t shal l i nc lude in i ts i n i t i a l and in 
al l s u b s e q u e n t annua l a p p r o p r i a t i o n s , compensat ion f o r t h e t own 
assessors and t ax co l l ec to r , p u r s u a n t to t h e p r o v i s i o n s of sect ion 
one h u n d r e d and e i g h t B of c h a p t e r f o r t y - o n e of t h e Genera l 
Laws, w i t h respec t t o t h e i r d u t i e s and expenses h e r e u n d e r . 

SECTION 14. Unless o t h e r w i s e p r o v i d e d b y d i s t r i c t b y - l a w , 
t h e s u p e r i n t e n d e n t of s t r ee t s s h a l l , sub jec t t o a p p r o p r i a t i o n and 
upon a p p r o v a l b y a m a j o r i t y of t h e p r u d e n t i a l commi t tee , have 
t h e power to e n t e r i n to c o n t r a c t s f o r t h e r e p a i r and main tenance 
of all s t r ee t s and ways w i t h i n t h e d i s t r i c t , i n c l u d i n g c o n t r a c t s 
f o r t h e removal of snow and ice and c o n t r a c t s ca l l i ng f o r t h e 
p u r c h a s e o r lease of s e r v i c e s , e q u i p m e n t , and supp l ies 
a u t h o r i z e d b y t h e d i s t r i c t as a f o r e s a i d . 

SECTION 15. T h e d i s t r i c t t r e a s u r e r s h a l l , in a d d i t i o n to any 
o t h e r powers and du t i es spec i f i ed e lesewhere in t h i s ac t , rece ive 
and t ake c h a r g e of al l money b e l o n g i n g to t h e d i s t r i c t , and pay 
o v e r an accoun t f o r t h e same a c c o r d i n g t o t h e o r d e r of t h e 
d i s t r i c t o r of i t s p r u d e n t i a l commi t tee. No o t h e r pe rson shal l 
pay any d i s t r i c t b i l l ; p r o v i d e d , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h i s p r o v i s i o n 
shal l not p r o h i b i t t h e t r e a s u r e r f r om p a y i n g such b i l l b y t h e use 
of b a n k t r e a s u r e r ' s o r c a s h i e r ' s c h e c k . He sha l l f u r t h e r have 
t h e a u t h o r i t y g i v e n to an a u d i t o r b y sect ion f i f t y - o n e of c h a p t e r 
f o r t y - o n e of t h e Genera l Laws , and shal l a n n u a l l y r e n d e r a t r u e 
accoun t of h is rece ip ts and d i s b u r s e m e n t s and a r e p o r t of his 
o f f i c i a l acts t o t h e d i s t r i c t . T h e t r e a s u r e r sha l l g i v e bond 
a n n u a l l y f o r t h e p e r f o r m a n c e o f his du t i es in a f o r m a p p r o v e d by 
t h e commiss ioner of r e v e n u e and in such sum, not less t h a n t h e 
amount es tab l i shed b y said commiss ioner , as sha l l be f i x e d b y 
t h e p r u d e n t i a l commi t tee , and i f he fa i l s t o g i v e such bond 
w i t h i n ten days a f t e r h is e lec t ion o r a p p o i n t m e n t , o r i f w i t h i n 
t e n days a f t e r t h e e x p i r a t i o n of said bond o r any renewal of said 
b o n d , he fa i l s t o f i l e a renewal t h e r e o f , t h e p r u d e n t i a l commit tee 
sha l l dec la re t h e o f f i ce v a c a n t and t h e vacancy sha l l be f i l l e d b y 
t h e p r u d e n t i a l commit tee in t h e manner p r o v i d e d f o r t h e 
appo in tmen t of t e m p o r a r y t o w n o f f i c e r s u n d e r sec t ion f o r t y of 
c h a p t e r f o r t y - o n e o f t h e Genera l Laws. Vacanc ies o c c u r r i n g in 
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the office of t reasurer for any other reason shall be f i l led by 
the prudent ial committee in a like manner. 

SECTION 16. Unless otherwise provided by d is t r ic t by- law, 
the clerk shal l , in addition to the other duties specified herein, 
take all minutes at d is t r ic t meetings and maintain a record of 
such minutes in the manner provided for the maintenance of 
records of minutes of town meetings. Vacancies occurr ing in the 
office of c lerk shall be f i l led by the prudential committee by 
appointment in the same manner as provided for t reasurer in the 
next preceding section. 

SECTION 17. Unless otherwise provided by d is t r ic t by- law, 
the prudent ial committee shal l , in addition to the other duties 
specified herein, supervise and advise the superintendent of 
streets and the c lerk; decide by majority vote on all contracts, 
expendi tures, investments, or any other actions necessary for 
car ry ing out the purposes of the d is t r i c t . No monies shall be 
drawn from the d is t r ic t t reasury except upon signature of the 
d is t r i c t t reasurer and upon pr ior authorization by the prudent ial 
committee to the extent required by d is t r ic t by- law. The 
prudent ial committee shall meet as necessary, but in no event 
less f requent ly than monthly in order to approve contracts, 
expendi tures, and investments, or to take other actions 
necessary for car ry ing out the purposes of the d is t r i c t . The 
d is t r i c t t reasurer shall be responsible for submitt ing to the 
prudent ial committee in a timely manner all contracts, b i l ls , or 
other items requi r ing committee approval . A quorum of the 
prudent ial committee shall be required at all meetings for the 
conduct ing of any business and shall consist of a majority of the 
total number of committee members then consti tuted by the 
d is t r i c t as the prudential committee. 

SECTION 18. The d is t r ic t may, by majority vote, agree upon 
appropriate compensation for its off icers and employees including 
the prudent ial committee members in the event that the d is t r ic t 
shall include in its budget appropriat ions for its employees to 
perform duties with respect to the maintenance and upkeep of 
streets and ways within the d is t r i c t , such employees shall be 
hired by the superintendent of streets with the pr ior approval of 
the prudent ial committee subject to pr ior appropriat ion therefor , 
shall be employed under the supervision of the superintendent of 
streets and other terms and conditions of employment approved 
by the prudent ial committee. 

SECTION 19. The town of Becket shall not be obligated for 
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any deb t s of t h e d i s t r i c t no r shal l i t by v i r t u e of t h i s ac t , be 
r e q u i r e d to pay f o r any repa i r s and ma in tenance of s t ree t s o r 
ways w i t h i n t h e d i s t r i c t i n c l u d i n g snow and ice remova l ; 
p r o v i d e d , h o w e v e r , t h a t n o t h i n g in t h i s act shal l p r e c l u d e t h e 
l ayou t and acceptance of any s t r e e t o r way w i t h i n said d i s t r i c t 
b y t h e t own o r b y t h e c o u n t y as p r o v i d e d b y c h a p t e r e i g h t y - t w o 
of t h e Genera l Laws o r any o t h e r p r o v i s i o n of t h e Genera l Laws, 
o r t h e acceptance of t h e p r o v i s i o n of any e n a b l i n g leg is la t ion 
p e r m i t t i n g t h e e x p e n d i t u r e of monies b y t owns on p r i v a t e ways 
open to p u b l i c use . 

SECTION 20. I f a pe rson sus ta ins b o d i l y i n j u r y o r damage to 
his p r o p e r t y by reason of de fec t o r wan t of r e p a i r f o r f a i l u r e to 
remove snow o r ice in o r upon a l i s ted s t r e e t o r way w i t h i n t h e 
d i s t r i c t , c laims f o r such i n j u r y o r damage shal l be g o v e r n e d b y 
t h e app l i cab le p r o v i s i o n s of c h a p t e r e i g h t y - f o u r of t h e Genera l 
Laws r e l a t i n g to damages f o r de fec ts in w a y s . 

SECT/ON 2 1 . T h e d i s t r i c t , at a meet ing ca l led t h e r e f o r , may 
annex ad jacen t t e r r i t o r y and i ts i n h a b i t a n t s , i f a ma jo r i t y of t h e 
votes of sa id t e r r i t o r y pe t i t i on de f i ne t h e l imi ts t h e r e o f , o r may , 
on t h e p e t i t i o n of any person w i t h " t h e assent of t h e t own 
c o n t a i n i n g such d i s t r i c t , exc lude him o r his esta te t h e r e f r o m ; 
p r o v i d e d , h o w e v e r , t h a t such exc lus ion shal l be g r a n t e d b y t h e 
d i s t r i c t w i t h o u t assent of t h e t own i f t h e es ta te of t h e p e t i t i o n e r 
is so s i t ua ted as to be unab le to bene f i t f r o m t h e l i s ted s t ree t s 
and ways w i t h i n t h e d i s t r i c t o r so s i t u a t e d as to be more 
access ib le t o a s t r e e t o r way u n d e r t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n o r c o n t r o l of 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t a l e n t i t y o t h e r t han t h e d i s t r i c t ; and p r o v i d e d , 
f u r t h e r , t h a t such exc lus ion shal l not be g r a n t e d b y t h e d i s t r i c t 
i f t h e es ta te of t h e p e t i t i o n e r is so s i t u a t e d as t o be able t o 
bene f i t f r o m any l i s t ed s t r e e t o r way w h i c h is r e p a i r e d o r 
ma in ta ined by t h e d i s t r i c t in such a manner by t h e d i s t r i c t to 
a f f o r d y e a r - r o u n d access to t h e esta te of t h e p e t i t i o n e r ; and 
p r o v i d e d , f u r t h e r , t h a t no esta te shal l be sub jec t t o any tax 
assessed on accoun t of t h e r e p a i r and ma in tenance of roads 
u n d e r t h i s act i f , in t h e j u d g m e n t of t h e p r u d e n t i a l commit tee, 
a f t e r a h e a r i n g , d u e no t i ce of w h i c h sha l l be g i v e n , such es ta te 
is so s i t ua ted t h a t i t can rece ive no b e n e f i t f r o m t h e repa i r and 
ma in tenance p r o v i d e d in sa id d i s t r i c t . T h e p e t i t i o n f o r exc lus ion 
o r exempt ion f r o m t a x a t i o n shal l be f i l e d w i t h t h e p r u d e n t i a l 
commit tee of t h e d i s t r i c t not la te r t h a n t h e da te set f o r t h e f i l i n g 
of pe t i t i ons f o r t h e i n s e r t i o n of a r t i c l es in t h e w a r r a n t of t h e 
d i s t r i c t meet ing o r at w h i c h t h e pe t i t i on is t o be ac ted u p o n , 
and shal l s ta te t h e p e t i t i o n e r ' s reason f o r seek ing exc lus ion o r 
exempt ion f r o m t a x a t i o n . T h e p r u d e n t i a l commit tee shal l cause 
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an appropriate art icle to be inserted in the warrant for said 
meeting, shall examine the reasons stated and shall report its 
f i nd ings , with recommendations to said meeting. Any such 
pet i t ioner, aggrieved by the action of the prudential committee, 
or by the action of the voters of the d is t r ic t on h|s pet i t ion, 
may appeal to the superior court s i t t ing in equity wi th in the 
county in which the d is t r i c t is located for a remedy. Upon such 
appeal, said court shal l , if the reason set for th by the peti t ioner 
is found to lie wi th in the intent of this section, grants such 
exclusion. The grant of exclusion or exemption from taxation 
shall exempt the person and estate of the peti t ioner of any tax 
levied by reason of any appropriat ion made by the d is t r ic t after 
the f i l ing of the petit ion as provided herein. 

SECTION 22. By a peti t ion in wr i t ing addressed to the 
prudent ia l committee and signed by a majority of the residents of 
the d is t r ic t who are enti t led to vote at the most recent d is t r ic t 
meeting pr ior to the f i l ing of the pet i t ion, such petit ioners may 
request that the d is t r ic t be disbanded on the basis that there is 
no f u r t he r need fo r its existence. A three-quar ters aff irmative 
vote of a quorum in attendance at such d is t r ic t meeting shall be 
necessary to disband the d is t r i c t . Notwithstanding the foregoing 
prov is ion, the d is t r ic t may not be disbanded if at the time of 
such vote, there are outstanding obligations with respect to 
which insuff icient appropriated funds or surplus funds exist in 
the d is t r ic t t reasury for the purpose of sat isfying such 
obl igat ions. If suff ic ient funds shall be determined to exist at 
said meeting to accomplish the payment of all outstanding 
obl igat ions, such action shall for thwi th be taken by the 
prudent ial committee, or by the selectmen of the town of Becket 
upon the fa i lure of the prudential committee to act with respect 
thereto. In the event there shall exist in the d is t r ic t t reasury 
surplus funds remaining after the payment of all outstanding 
obligations as aforesaid, said funds shall be d is t r ibuted by the 
prudent ial committee to the proper ty owners wi th in the d is t r ic t 
based upon the percentage that the most recent assessed 
valuation of the land for each said d is t r ic t proper ty owner shall 
bear to the total or aggregate assessed valuation of the land 
ly ing wi th in the d i s t r i c t . No such d is t r ibut ion of surplus shall 
be made by the prudent ial committee unt i l it shall have f i r s t 
publ ished in each week for three successive weeks in a 
newspaper of at least weekly publication within the county of 
Berkshire a notice of intent to disband the d is t r ic t which shall 
af ford reasonable notice to all creditors and possible claimants 
against the d is t r ic t of the intended act ion. Fur ther , wi th in ten 
days of an aff irmative vote to disband, the d is t r ic t clerk shall 
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f i l e w i t h t h e Becke t t own c l e r k , w i t h t h e s e c r e t a r y of t h e 
commonweal th and t h e commiss ioner of r evenue an a t t es ted copy 
of said p e t i t i o n and a c e r t i f i e d copy of t h e d i s t r i c t v o t e . Upon 
complet ion of t h e a fo resa id a c t i o n , and upon t h e e x p i r a t i o n of s ix 
months f r o m t h e date of said meet ing and v o t e , t h e Sherwood 
Road Main tenance D i s t r i c t sha l l cease to e x i s t . 

SECTION 23. T h e d i s t r i c t sha l l es tab l i sh an o v e r l a y account 
and a r e s e r v e f u n d as con temp la ted f o r towns u n d e r t h e 
p r o v i s i o n s of sect ion t w e n t y - f i v e of c h a p t e r f i f t y - n i n e and 
sec t ion f i v e C of c h a p t e r f o r t y of t he Genera l Laws, excep t t h a t 
t h e i n i t i a l f i sca l yea r of t h e ope ra t i on of t h e d i s t r i c t , t h e 
assessors f o r t h e t own of B e c k e t , may add to t h e amount to be 
assessed , a sum vo ted by t h e d i s t r i c t , equal to not more t han 
t w e n t y pe r cen t t h e r e o f f o r t h e pu rposes and sub jec t to t h e 
rema in ing l im i ta t ions set f o r t h in sa id sect ion t w e n t y - f i v e of 
c h a p t e r f i f t y - n i n e . T h e d i s t r i c t is f u r t h e r a u t h o r i z e d to 
es tab l i sh and main ta in a s tab i l i za t i on f u n d u n d e r t h e p r o v i s i o n s 
of sect ion f i v e B of c h a p t e r f o r t y of t h e Genera l Laws. T h e 
d i s t r i c t shal l f u r t h e r be sub jec t to an a u d i t of i ts accounts in 
t h e manner p r o v i d e d in sect ion f o r t y of c h a p t e r f o r t y - f o u r of t h e 
Genera l Laws. 

SECTION 24. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g any p r o v i s i o n of genera l o r 
specia l law to t h e c o n t r a r y , t h e t own of Becke t may , at i ts 
annua l o r at a special t own meet ing vo te to a p p r o p r i a t e b y 
t r a n s f e r o r o t h e r w i s e , t h e sum of not g r e a t e r t h a n t w e n t y - f i v e 
t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s , f o r t h e use and bene f i t of t h e d i s t r i c t u n d e r 
t h e p r o v i s i o n s and f o r t he pu rposes of t h i s ac t , and said sum 
may be d r a w n upon by t h e d i s t r i c t f o r b u d g e t e d expenses 
a p p r o v e d b y t h e d i s t r i c t f o r t h e rema in ing p o r t i o n of t h e f i sca l 
y e a r rema in ing a f t e r t h e es tab l i shmen t t he reo f u n d e r sect ion f o u r 
of t h i s ac t . Such f u n d s , i f a p p r o p r i a t e d b y t h e town as 
a f o r e s a i d , shal l be pa id o v e r to t h e d i s t r i c t t r e a s u r e r in t h e 
same manner as d i s t r i c t taxes u n d e r sec t ion t h i r t e e n of t h i s ac t . 

Fo l low ing t h e in i t i a l f i sca l y e a r of t h e d i s t r i c t o r p o r t i o n 
t h e r e o f , as t h e case may be , t h e t own may at i ts annua l t own 
m e e t i n g , make f u r t h e r a p p r o p r i a t i o n s in such amoun t , i f a n y , as 
i t shal l deem a p p r o p r i a t e f o r use b y t h e d i s t r i c t d u r i n g such 
s u b s e q u e n t f i sca l y e a r f o r such p ro j ec t o r p ro jec t s w i t h i n t h e 
scope of t h i s act as t h e town may d e s i g n a t e . Such f u n d s , i f 
a p p r o p r i a t e d by t h e t o w n , shal l be c o n t i n g e n t upon a ma tch ing 
f u n d a p p r o p r i a t i o n b y t h e d i s t r i c t . 

SECTION 25. T h i s act shal l t a k e e f f ec t upon i ts passage; 
p r o v i d e d , h o w e v e r , t h a t i f t h e f i r s t meet ing of t h e d i s t r i c t shal l 

1021 



A C T S , 1982. - Chap . 3 8 1 . 

not be he ld w i t h i n one y e a r a f t e r i ts passage t h i s act shal l cease 
t o be o p e r a t i v e . 

A p p r o v e d A u g u s t 23, 1982. 

EMERGENCY LETTER - A u g u s t 26 , 1982 @ 4 :18 P .M. 

C h a p . 3 8 1 . AN A C T E S T A B L I S H I N G THE LYNN WATER A N D 
SEWER COMMISSION AND DEFIN ING THE POWERS 
T H E R E O F . 

Be i t e n a c t e d , e t c . , as f o l l o w s : 

SECTION 1 . I t is h e r e b y dec la red essent ia l f o r t h e b e n e f i t o f 
t h e people of t h e c i t y of L y n n , in o r d e r t h a t t h e r e be an inc rease 
in t h e i r commerce, we l f a re and p r o s p e r i t y and an improvemen t in 
t h e i r l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s , t h a t t h e c i t y c o n t i n u e to ma in ta in an 
economical and e f f i c i e n t wa te r sys tem and sewer s y s t e m ; t h a t 
j u s t and equ i t ab le f ees , ra tes and cha rges f o r w a t e r and sewer 
s e r v i c e w i t h i n t h e c i t y be es tab l i shed and all c o n s u m e r s , p u b l i c 
and p r i v a t e , t a x p a y e r and tax exemp t , pay t h e i r f a i r sha re of 
t h e costs of such s e r v i c e s ; t h a t t h e wa te r and sewer sys tems of 
t h e c i t y c o n t i n u e to be o p e r a t e d in a m o d e r n , e f f i c i e n t and 
f i n a n c i a l l y s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g manner to f u r t h e r t h e i r sound f i n a n ­
c i a l , e n v i r o n m e n t a l and p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n ; t h a t c o n s e r v a t i o n of 
wa te r sources be e n c o u r a g e d ; t h a t wa te r supp l i es be p r o t e c t e d 
and i m p r o v e d ; and t h a t t h e c i t y be p r o v i d e d a means to imp rove 
i ts wa te r and sewer sys tems and i n s u r e t h e c o n t i n u e d a v a i l a b i l i t y 
of wa te r and sewer se rv i ces at f a i r b u t s u f f i c i e n t r a t e s ; all t o 
t h e p u b l i c b e n e f i t and g o o d , as and to t h e e x t e n t and in t h e 
manner p r o v i d e d h e r e i n . 

T h i s act may be r e f e r r e d t o and c i t ed as t h e " L y n n Water and 
Sewer Reorgan iza t ion A c t of 1982" . 

SECTION 2. T h e f o l l o w i n g w o r d s as used in t h i s act s h a l l , 
un less t h e c o n t e x t o t h e r w i s e r e q u i r e s , have t h e f o l l o w i n g mean­
i n g s : 

" B o n d s " o r " b o n d " , b o n d s , notes and o t h e r ob l i ga t i ons o r 
ev idences of i ndeb tedness of t h e commission issued u n d e r t h e 
p r o v i s i o n s of t h i s ac t . 

" C i t y " , t h e c i t y of L y n n . 
" C o m m i s s i o n " , t h e L y n n w a t e r and sewer commission es tab l i shed 

b y sec t ion t h r e e o r , if said commission shal l t e r m i n a t e as p r o v i d e d 
in sec t ion t w e n t y , t h e b o a r d , body o r commission succeed ing to 
t h e p r i n c i p a l f u n c t i o n s t h e r e o f , o r w h a t e v e r b o d y , pe rson o r 

1022 


