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COLLECTION SUMMARY

Creator: Socialist Labor Party

Call Number: Ms. Coll. 176

Extent: 2 document boxes and 1 oversize folder (1 linear foot)

Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number. Collection of Socialist Labor Party
pamphlets, flyers, and other material. State Library of Massachusetts Special Collections.
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.

Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Deanna Parsi, February 2020.

Abstract: This collection documents the campaign, meeting, and rally activity of the Socialist
Labor Party in Massachusetts from 1884-1903.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

This collection contains campaign literature, meeting and rally announcements, platform
pamphlets and flyers, programs, ballots, and reports that document the activity of the Socialist
Labor Party in Massachusetts from 1884-1903.
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HISTORICAL NOTE

The Socialist Labor Party (SLP), established in 1876, is the oldest socialist political party in the
United States. The SLP presented its first national ticket in 1892, featuring Simon Wing and
Charles Matchett as candidates for President and Vice President respectively. Newspaper editor
Daniel De Leon is credited with the expansion of the SLP in the United States by using his
newspaper, The Weekly People, to reach a larger audience for the SLP’s ideas. In 1894,

following De Leon’s lead, the SLP dedicated itself exclusively to its ideal of industrial democracy.

In 1893, the SLP published a “Manifesto of the Socialist Labor Party of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts”. In it, they address “workmen” and lay out their ideas for establishing the “Co-
Operative Commonwealth”. An early party ticket featured Patrick F. O’Neil, Morris E. Ruther,
Frederick A. Nagler, Squire E. Putney, Daniel Lynch, and Herman Koepke as nominees for state
offices. Over the next ten years, the local party established a Constitution and a State Executive
Committee, which would oversee the various sections of the SLP in the state. Numerous
meetings and rallies were held, most of them featuring candidates for local office or well-known

advocates of the SLP’s ideals.

The SLP reached its height in 1898, but began losing popularity due to conflicting views and in-
fighting within the party. In 1899, some opponents of De Leon left the SLP to merge with the
Social Democratic Party of America and form the Socialist Party of America. Following this
withdrawal, and De Leon’s death in 1914, the SLP continued to decline. It fielded its last national

presidential campaign in 1976.

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

Arrangement

The papers are arranged in four series:

Series |: Campaign Literature, 1893-1900
Series Il: Programs and Announcements, 1884-1900
Series IlI: Platforms, Ballots and Reports, 1886-1903
Series IV: Oversize Materials, 1890-1899
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Conditions Governing Access

This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours.
Note that many of the items in this collection are fragile and require special handling. The Special

Collections Department staff will assist patrons in accessing this material.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use

Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection

should be discussed with Special Collections staff.

Languages and Scripts

The collection is mostly in English. There is one item in French and three items in German.

Custodial History

Many items in the collection are marked with the Massachusetts State Library stamp, bearing
dates ranging from 1898-1902. Additionally, some items have the notation, written in pencil,
“From T. C. Brophy, Purchased”, suggesting an acquisition of at least part of the collection from
Thomas C. Brophy, a member of the Socialist Labor Party of Massachusetts. Further provenance

and accession information is unknown.

Conservation Note
Preservation activities were performed on the collection as follows:

e Fragile items encased in Mylar sleeves.

Related Materials
The following collections may also be of interest:
e Socialist Labor Party National Board of Appeals records, 1891-1896. (Ms. Coll.51).

¢ Addresses and notes on the Socialist labor party written between 1890 and 1900].
(JK2391.S63 F58 1890).

e Guide to the Socialist Labor Party Records, 1877-1907. (Collection Number: 5168). Kheel
Center for Labor-Management Documentation and Archives, Cornell University Library.
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Detailed Series Description and Container List

Series I: Campaign Literature, 1893-1900

Scope and Content

This series documents the various campaigns and party tickets that the Socialist Labor Party of
Massachusetts supported in the 1890’s. Candidates, running for various offices throughout the
state, include Thomas C. Brophy, Edward Buckland, Fred E. Buker, John H. Colby, George R.
Peare, James F. Stevens, Moritz E. Ruther, and David Taylor. Records include campaign
materials, nomination acceptance letters, and statements to voters, mostly in the form of

newsprint pamphlets and flyers.

Arrangement

Records in this series are arranged chronologically.

Box # Folder # Folder Title Date
#1 #1 Letter, Boston American Section, Socialist Labor Party 1893
#1 #2 The People’s Party Ticket of Massachusetts 1893
#1 #3 David Taylor’s letter of acceptance 1894
#1 #4 Letter of Moritz E. Ruther 1894
#1 #5 A Memorial to the General Court, petition by Henry R. 1894

Legate, F.W. Clark, Thomas C. Brophy

#1 #6 Ward 7 campaign letter 1896

#1 #7 What Is Socialism, National Campaign Committee of the 1896

Socialist Labor Party

#1 #8 Edward A. Buckland nomination acceptance letter 1897
#1 #9 John H. Colby for Alderman 1897
#1 #10 Socialist Labor Party, American Section, Thomas C. 1897

Brophy and David Goldstein

#1 #11 Branch Ward 2, Section Boston Socialist Labor Party 1898

#1 #12 George R. Peare, Candidate for Governor 1898
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#1 #13 An Address to the Working Class from the Socialist Labor | 1899
Party

#1 #14 Call for the Caucuses of the Socialist Labor Party, Walter 1899
J. Hoar and Leroy D. Usher

#1 #15 Councilmanic Nomination Paper (Blank), Socialist Labor 1899
Party

#1 #16 Credential of Caucus Officer (Blank), Socialist Labor Party | 1899

#1 #17 James F. Stevens for Mayor, proof slip from the Boston circa 1899
Post

#1 #18 John Weaver Sherman, To the Voters of Boston circa 1899

#1 #19 Leze Majesty and Treason to the “Fakirs” in the Socialist 1899
Labor Party

#1 # 20 Resolutions of Branch Ward 8, Section Boston S.L.P. 1899
[Socialist Labor Party], M. Kaplan and J. Epstein

#1 #21 Socialist Labor Party, Caucus Ward 9 1899

#1 # 22 A Statement to the Voters, Together with Platform of the 1899
Socialist Labor Party of Boston

#1 #23 To the Members of the Socialist Labor Party of Boston, 1899
Municipal Caucuses, Henry McGarigle and H. Raasch

#1 #24 To the Voters of Boston, James F. Stevens for Mayor circa 1899

#1 #25 Vote for Fred E. Buker 1899

#1 # 26 The Social Democratic Party, Eugene V. Debs for circa 1900
President

#1 # 27 Socialist Labor Party Ward 3 Caucuses 1900

#1 #28 Statement to the Voters, Together with the Platform of the | 1900
Socialist Labor Party of Boston

#1 #29 Votez pour les Candidats du Parti Ouvier Socialiste, 1900
Comite D’Etat Du Rhode Island Du Parti Ouvier Socialiste

#1 # 30 Workingmen! Vote for John W.H. Williams circa 1900
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#1 #31 An Address to Trade Unionists of Massachusetts undated

#1 # 32 Boston Printing Pressmen’s Union No. 67, Election Notice | undated
#1 #33 George R. Peare, photograph undated
#1 #34 James F. Stevens, photograph undated
#1 # 35 James Sumner, biography and photograph Undated
#1 # 36 Letter of S.E. Putney, together with the reply of National undated

Executive Committee

#1 # 37 Request for General Meeting of Citizens qualified to vote undated
in City Affairs

#1 # 38 Socialist Labor Party Candidates, Everett Section undated

#1 #39 Thomas C. Brophy and Moritz E. Ruther, Socialist Labor undated

Ticket in Massachusetts

#1 # 40 To the Trade Unionists of Massachusetts, Vote for undated
Thomas C. Brophy

#1 # 41 To the Voters of the Seventh Suffolk Senatorial District, undated
C.H. Fernald and Thomas C. Brophy

Series Il: Programs and Announcements, 1884 -1900

Scope and Content

This series documents the activity of the Socialist Labor Party in Massachusetts in the 1890’s.
Events included various forms of entertainment, meetings, debates, free lectures, and rallies,
which often featured candidates for local office or well-known advocates of the SLP’s ideals.
These speakers included Thomas C. Brophy, Herbert Casson, Daniel De Leon, Michael D.
Fitzgerald, David Goldstein, Benjamin Hanford, Joseph Maloney, Martha Moore-Avery, George
R. Peare, Lucien Sanial, and James F. Stevens. Records include programs and announcements,

mostly in the form of newsprint pamphlets and flyers.

Arrangement

Records in this series are arranged chronologically.
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Box # Folder # Folder Title Date

#1 #42 Entertainment, C.C.C.T.A. Seventh Annual Banquet 1894

#1 #43 Entertainment, Patriot's Day Celebration, with address by | 1894
Lucien Sanial of New York

#1 # 44 Entertainment, Grand Fair and Festival, Boston 1899

#1 # 45 Entertainment, Grand Joint Picnic, Socialist Labor Party 1899
and Scandinavian Socialist Club of Boston, speaker
Benjamin Hanford of New York

#1 # 46 Entertainment, S.P. Committee Concert & Ball Program 1899

#1 #47 Entertainment, Swedish Glee Club Grand Sacred Concert | 1899

#1 #48 Entertainment, Dance Classes, Cochrane’s Hall, Malden 1900

#1 #49 Entertainment, Scandinavian Socialist Club of Boston, 1900
Grand Picnics

#1 #50 Entertainment, Socialist Labor Party, Grand Picnic, 1900
speechmaking by Charles Sherwood of Providence, R.I.
and Others

#1 #51 Meetings, Memorial Meeting to pay tribute to the memory 1884
of Wendell Phillips

#1 #52 Meetings, Boston Equity Union 1894

#1 #53 Meetings, Public Debate between James Carey and 1894
Ruben Rush

#1 #54 Meetings, Socialist Labor Party Public Meeting 1894

#1 #55 Meetings, Socialist Labor Party Ratification Meeting, 1894
Candidates Malloney and Remmel

#1 # 56 Meetings, People’s Union, Public Debate on Communism 1895
between Charles W. Mowbray and M. Winchevsky

#1 #57 Meetings, Socialist Labor Party Grand Mass Meeting, 1895

speakers Martha Moore-Avery, Keir Hardie & Frank Smith
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#1 # 58 Meetings, Memorial Meeting in honor of Sergius Stepniak, | 1896
People’s Union & Socialist Labor Party

#1 # 59 Meetings, Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance Public Mass | 1896
Meeting

#1 # 60 Meetings, Public Meeting on Bryanism and McKinleyism 1897

#1 #61 Meetings, Socialist Labor Party Mass Meeting, speakers 1897
David Goldstein, Joseph Maloney, Florentine Theobault
and Martha Moore-Avery

#1 # 62 Meetings, Socialist Labor Party Mass Meeting, speaker 1897
Professor Daniel De Leon, editor of “The People”

#1 # 63 Meetings, Debate between H.J. Chase and A.H. Simpson | 1898

#1 # 64 Meetings, Socialist Labor Party American Section, regular | 1898
meetings announcement

#1 # 65 Meetings, Socialist Labor Party, Free Lecture by Joseph 1898
F. Malloney

#1 # 66 Meetings, Socialist Labor Party, Free Lecture by Thomas 1898
C. Hickey

#1 # 67 Meetings, Socialist Labor Party, Open-Air Meetings, 1898
speaker Robert McKeown

#1 # 68 Meetings, Grand Mass Meeting, speaker P.J. McGuire 1899

#1 # 69 Meetings, Social Democratic Party of Somerville, speaker | 1899
Hon. James F. Carey

#1 #70 Meetings, Socialist Labor Party Meeting, “Prominent 1899
speakers, will address the audience”

#1 #71 Meetings, Socialist Labor Party Meeting, speaker George 1899
R. Peare

#1 #72 Meetings, Socialist Labor Party Public Meeting, 1899
supporting George R. Peare for Governor

#1 #73 Meetings, Socialist Labor Party Section Boston, speaker 1899

Lucien Sanial of New York
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#1 #74 Meetings, Socialist Labor Party, Ward 9 Public Meetings 1899

#1 #75 Meetings, Socialist Labor Party Section Boston, Free 1900
Lecture by G.B. Benham

#1 #76 Meetings, Socialist Labor Party Section Boston, speaker 1900
Daniel De Leon of New York

#1 #7177 Meetings, Social Labor Party Section Somerville, Public undated
Meetings announcement

#1 #78 Rallies, Candidates of the Socialist Labor Party, Grand 1895
Rally and Parade

#1 #79 Rallies, Socialist Labor Party, Grand Rally, speakers 1895
Morris Ruther, Martha Moore-Avery, George Boomer,
Herbert N. Casson and Mrs. Merrifield

#1 # 80 Rallies, Socialist Labor Party, Four Rallies in the North 1897
and West Ends, in support of Thomas C. Brophy for
Governor

#1 #81 Rallies, Socialist Labor Party, Grand Rally, speaker Daniel | 1898
De Leon of New York

#1 # 82 Rallies, Socialist Labor Party, Rally, speaker George R. 1898
Peare

#1 # 83 Rallies, Socialist Labor Party, Rally for George R. Peare 1898
for Governor, speakers Thomas A. Hickey and David
Goldstein

#1 # 84 Rallies, Socialist Labor Party, Grand Rally and Ratification | 1899
Meeting, speaker George R. Peare

#1 # 85 Rallies, Socialist Labor Party, Rally, speakers George R. 1899
Peare, Frank McDonald and Joseph Mallony

#1 # 86 Rallies, Socialist Labor Party, Ward 24, in support of 1899
George R. Peare for Governor

#1 # 87 Rallies, Socialist Labor Party, Grand Rally, speakers 1900

Michael T. Berry, James R. Nugent, John W.H. Williams,
and Michael D. Fitzgerald
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#1 # 88 Rallies, Socialist Labor Party Section Somerville, Open Air | 1900
Rally, speaker Thomas C. Brophy and others

Series llI: Platforms, Ballots and Reports, 1886-1903

Scope and Content

This series documents the platforms and philosophies of the Socialist Labor Party of
Massachusetts. Records include letters, addresses, declarations, manifestos, platforms,
constitutions, and resolutions, mostly in the form of newsprint pamphlets and flyers. Some
records are from other state branches of the SLP and other socialist organizations. The series
also contains some administrative records such as ballots, reports, permits, membership cards,

and receipts.

Arrangement

Records in this series are arranged chronologically.

Box # Folder # Folder Title Date

#2 #1 An Appeal to Justice, Federated Trades and Labor 1886

Organizations of the Pacific Coast

#2 #2 A New Declaration, Federated Trades and Labor 1886

Organizations of the Pacific Coast

#2 #3 Declaration of Independence, Revised and Adapted to 1886

Existing Conditions by an American Socialist

#2 #4 A.R. Parsons’ Appeal to the People of America 1887

#2 #5 The Platform of the Straddlers: A Burlesque, by Munroe 1892
Stevens

#2 #6 Manifesto of the Socialist Labor Party of the 1893

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

#2 #7 Platform of the Socialist Labor Party of Lynn, Mass. 1893

#2 #8 The Present Industrial System Should Be Changed in the | 1893
Year 1900, by Morrison I. Swift

State Library of Massachusetts — Special Collections Department
Guide to Ms. Coll. 176 — Socialist Labor Party
Page 10 of 16



#2 #9 Socialist Labor Party membership card, Michael D. 1893
Fitzgerald

#2 #10 Socialist Labor Party membership card, Thomas C. 1893
Brophy

#2 #11 “All on Account of the Tariff’, written by F.A. Buckland for circa 1894
the Socialist Club, Holyoke, Mass.

#2 #12 The Unemployed: A Review of the Situation, by Morrison 1894
I. Swift, Association for the Municipal Employment of the
Unemployed

#2 # 13 Platform and Constitution of the Socialist Labor Party of 1895
the United States of America

#2 #14 Platform of the People’s Party of Massachusetts 1895

#2 #15 Constitution of the Socialist Trade and Labor Alliance of 1896
the United States and Canada

#2 #16 Letter to the Public from the National Alliance of 1896
Theatrical Stage Employees, Local No. 11

#2 #17 Official Ballot, C.M.I.U. No. 97 1896

#2 #18 Platform and Constitution of the Socialist Labor Party of 1896
the United States of America, adopted July 1896

#2 #19 Propositions and Resolutions for the Ninth Annual 1896
Convention of the Socialist Labor Party

#2 # 20 Receipt, M.D. Fitzgerald 1896

#2 #21 Resolutions to be Proposed at the Demonstration to be 1896
Held on Glasgow Green

#2 # 22 To the Members of Section Baltimore, Henry Kuhn 1896

#2 #23 Treasurer Report, Henry Stahl 1896

#2 #24 An Appeal to the Workers to Enroll Themselves in the 1897

Ranks of the Socialist Labor Party, National Executive

Committee
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#2 #25 The English-Made Catastrophe in India, Executive 1897
Council of the Social-Democratic Federation

#2 # 26 Letter from State Central Committee Socialist Labor Party | 1897
of Massachusetts, Moritz E. Ruther

#2 #27 The Socialist Alliance, Vol. Il, No. 8, The Socialist Trade 1897
and Labor Alliance of the United States and Canada

#2 # 28 The State, excerpt from The Rebel, A Monthly Journal of circa 1897
Anarchist-Communism

#2 #29 Why Working People Should Be Socialists 1897

#2 #30 Receipts and Expenditures of the State Committee, 1897-1898
Socialist Labor Party of Massachusetts

#2 # 31 Brann’s Iconoclast, W.C. Brann, Waco, Texas 1898

#2 # 32 Constitution of Socialists of Boston, adopted July 1898 1898

#2 # 33 Proceedings of the 9" Convention of the Social Labor 1898
Party of New Jersey

#2 #34 The Socialist Alliance, Vol. I, No. 1, The Socialist Trade 1898
and Labor Alliance of the United States and Canada

#2 # 35 State Convention, Held at Lynn, May 28-30, 1898, Report | 1898
of State Committee

#2 # 36 Workingmen, Attention! Municipal Platform of Section 1898
Springfield, Mass., Socialist Labor Party

#2 # 37 Meetings and Speakers, Socialist Labor Party of Rhode 1898-1900
Island

#2 # 38 Arm and Hammer, Vol. 2, No. 5, Missouri State 1899
Committee, Socialist Labor Party

#2 # 39 Ballot, City of Boston, Wards 9&10, Socialist Labor Party 1899

#2 # 40 Ballot, S.C.C. 1899

#2 #41 Call for the State Convention of the Socialist Labor Party 1899
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#2 #42 Government by the Capitalist Class or the Working Class, | 1899
City Committee, Socialist Labor Party

#2 #43 Injustice Increasing to the Working Class, Rhode Island 1899
State Committee

#2 # 44 National Campaign Committee of the Socialist Labor 1899
Party

#2 #45 The Open Letter, Vol. 7, No. 1, Wilkes-Barre, PA. 1899

#2 # 46 The Saxon Democrat, Vol. I, No. | 1899

#2 #47 The Social Democratic Party: What and Why It Is circa 1899

#2 #48 Socialist Labor Party State Conference, Report of the 1899
State Central Committee

#2 #49 Ward 15, permit for use of ward-room 1899

#2 #50 Workingmen, Attention! Municipal Platform of Section 1899
Central Falls, Socialist Labor Party

#2 #51 Call for General Vote on the Place for Holding the 1900
National Convention of the Social Labor Party

#2 #52 Constitution of the Socialist Labor Party of the United 1900
States of America

#2 #53 Daily People, owned and operated by the Socialist Labor 1900
Part, First Issue Announcement

#2 # 54 The Evangel of the Proletaire, Dedicated to the Daily 1900
People, by Stanislaus Cullen

#2 #55 Social Economics, Fourth Annual Season of the Karl Marx | 1900
Class

#2 # 56 Socialist Labor Party elected delegate card, J.W. Meckel 1900

#2 #57 Ben Hanford on Campaign Issues, Candidate for Mayor, 1901
New York City

#2 # 58 Why Vote for the Socialist Labor Party 1901
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#2 # 59 The Socialist Labor Party and The Social Democratic 1902
Party, National Executive Committee of the Socialist
Labor Party

#2 # 60 State Constitution of the Socialist Labor Party of 1902
Massachusetts

#2 #61 Statement of Condition of Daily People by its manager, 1902
F.D. Lyon

#2 # 62 A Statement of the National Executive Committee, 1902
Socialist Labor Party, on the condition of the Daily People

#2 # 63 To the Workingmen Voters of Cuyahoga County (Ohio) 1903

#2 # 64 An Address to the House of Representatives, Thomas C. undated
Brophy, Socialist Labor Party

#2 # 65 An Address to the Working People from the Socialist undated
Labor Party of New Hampshire

#2 # 66 Appeal to the Workingmen of Cleveland (English and undated
German versions)

#2 # 67 The Brotherhood Banner, from The People, the organ of undated
the Socialist Labor Party of the United States

#2 # 68 A Bureau of Reform Literature, W.G.H. Smart undated

#2 # 69 The Constitution of Massachusetts Violated by the undated
Democrats and Republicans

#2 #70 E.C. Reichwald Letter, Free-Thought Album undated

#2 #71 A Few Facts About John Burns, to the Citizens of undated
Battersea (England)

#2 #72 Financial report (blank), Socialist Labor Party (English undated
and German versions)

#2 #73 The General Electric Co. and its Chaplains, Herbert N. undated
Casson, taken from Boston Post

#2 #74 Labor Free To All / Marseillaise undated
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#2 #75 Labor Song-Book, Herbert N. Casson undated
#2 #76 The Lying Daily Plutocratic Press, by Badger, from The undated
People, the organ of the Socialist Labor Party
#2 #7177 Manifesto of the Socialist Trade & Labor Alliance undated
#2 #78 Massachusetts for the Masses by Herbert N. Casson undated
#2 #79 National Municipal League undated
#2 # 80 A Petition to the United States Congress in Behalf of the undated
People of the Country

#2 #81 Principles of the Socialist Labor Party and Application for undated
Membership

#2 #82 Proportional Representation Society of New York undated

#2 # 83 Proposed Amendment to the Constitution of the Socialist undated
Labor Party

#2 # 84 Receipt, Received of Fred Adams, $5 for rent of Reister undated
Hall Wed. May 9, Trenton, N.J.

#2 # 85 Resolutions of Jewish Section, Boston, Mass. undated

#2 # 86 Rules and Regulations of the Socialist Labor Party of undated
Boston

#2 # 87 Socialism, book review undated

#2 # 88 Socialist Labor Party membership cards (blank) undated

#2 # 89 A Socialist Message from Badger to His Comrades undated

#2 # 90 Some Reasons for Voting “No” undated

#2 #91 Strike Lessons, Socialist Labor Party of Massachusetts undated

#2 #92 Subscription lists (blank), Socialist Labor Party undated

#2 #93 Thoughts for Thinkers, Appeal to Reason, Girard, Kansas | undated

#2 #94 To All Lasters Wherever Found, by Fred S. Carter and undated
Others

#2 #95 The War, by Benjamin Hanford undated
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#2 # 96 What Breaks Up Unions, Fred S. Carter undated
#2 #97 Why American Workingmen Should Be Socialists, by H.G. | undated
Wilshire, Social Democratic Party
Series IV: Oversize Materials, 1890-1899
Scope and Content
This series contains oversize materials found throughout the collection.
Arrangement
Items are organized into one oversize folder.
Box # Folder Title Date
OS #1 Unsere Todten [Our Dead], Supplement to the Sunday Newspaper of 1890
the New York People]
OS #1 Ward 13 Surprised, extract from columns of The Boston Herald, 1891
November 11, 1891
Os#1 Letter of acceptance of Patrick F. O’Neil, Candidate for Governor. 1893
Socialist Labor Party
oS #1 George R. Peare, Candidate for Governor 1898
Os#1 Socialist Labor Party Grand Rally and Ratification Meeting, speaker circa 1898
George R. Peare
OS #1 First Grand Concert and Ball, arranged by the Carl Marx Club, Lassalia, | 1899
Scandinavian Club, and Joint German and Scandinavian Singing
Societies of Boston
OS# 1 The Saxon Democrat, Vol. I, No. | 1899
OS#1 Socialist Labor Party Caucuses, Section Somerville 1899
OS#1 An Address to the House of Representatives, Thomas C. Brophy, undated
Socialist Labor Party
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